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LETTERS, 

the  E^l  of  H - ^—^h. 

July  19/^,  ^769. 

AS  Junius  has  paid  your  brother  in  office, 
the  D.  of  G.  feveral  warm  addreffes,  on 
the  wife  management  of  his  depart¬ 
ment  •,  and,  as  your  L - p  has  condufted  the 

bufinefs  of  yours  with  the  fame  wifdom  and 
with  the  fame  fuccefs,  there  feems  no  impro¬ 
priety  in  paying  you  the  fame  compliment. 
And,  that  the  public  may  the  better  judge  of 
your  minifterial  conduft,  I  ffiall  endeavour  to 
ftate  the  whole  (as  far  as  my  memory  furniflies 
me  with  fafts)  from  your  firft  appointment  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  to  this  period. 

A  peace  being  then  concluded  ;  a  vaft  extent 
of  territory  acquired ;  and  the  nation,  as  far  as 
minifterial  influence  would  reach,  made  to  affent 
and  acknowledge,  that  though  we  had  given  up 
millions  to  a  vanquiflied  enemy,  the  continent 
of  l^orth  America  had  been  cheaply  purchafed  ; 
we  were  amufed  with  the  hopes  of  feeing  new 

B  Colonies 
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Colonies  rife,  and  had,  indeed,  folid  grounds  to 
expedl  everlafling  fprings  of  wealth  from  thofe 
already  fettled  and  cultivated.  From  hence 
every  lofs  was  to  be  repaired,  every  burden  to 
be  alleviated,  and  all  paft  calamities  to  be 
foftcned  into  oblivion.  This  was  the  language 
of  that  very  Board  over  which  your  L— p 
was  placed.  Have  thefe  blelTings  been  pro¬ 
duced  ?  or,  have  we  a  right  to  expeft  them  from 
prefent  appearances?  could  they  pofTibly  fucceed 
the  meafures  you  adopted  ?  Your  firft  attempts 
were  to  fettle  and  cultivate  the  two  Floridas^ 
which,  in  America^  are  as  the  deferts  in  Afia  *, 
and  may,  like  thofe,  prove  the  dwellings  of  def- 
perate  villains ;  but  can  never  be  made  ufeful 
or  advantageous  to  the  ftate. 

Your  firft  attempt  to  regulate  the  ancient 
Colonies,  was  by  flripping  them  of  their  paper 
currency,  which  had  been  one  of  the  greateft 
means’ of  fnpporting  their  trade  to  thefe  king¬ 
doms  ;  though  you,  at  the  fame  inftant,  faw 
(and  mufh  be  fuppofed  to  concur  in  the  meafure) 
our  ov;n  fleet,  fitted  our,  to  ftop  all  the  Mexican 
filver  (which  alone,  could  have  replaced  the  ne- 
cefTary  medium)  from  finding  its  way  to  them. 
You,  at  the  fame  time,  recommended  the  laying 
heavy  burdens  on  their  PP^eJi-India  trade,  by 
which  .  they  were  formerly  affifted  to  pay  the 
balance  due  to  this  country.  You  echoed  back 
to  the  Premier  the  eftablifhing  thofe  dangerous 

Admiralty 
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Adrliiralty  Courts,  which  ftill  continue  oppreflivc 
to  the  faireft  trader  ;  and,  to  complete  the  fyf- 
tem,  approved,  and  advifed  that  fatal  fource  of 
difeontent,  the  Stamp-A6l.  Here^  (happily  for 
Great  Britain)  ended  your  firft  glorious  admini- 
itration.  Your  fecond  is  of  the  fame  impreflion. 
The  influence  of  the  Butean  party^  of  which 

your  L - p  is  undeniably  one,  unfortunately 

led  the  legiflature  into  a  meafure  fimilar  to  thofe 
I  have  juft  mentioned,  which  would  have  been 
but  aukwardly  enforced  by  a  Secretary,  whofe 
fentiments  were  utterly  againfl;  it;  Hence  it 
became  neceffary  to  difeard  him,  and  call  for 
your  afliftance.  The  firfl;  matter  of  importance, 
(which,  though  very  trifling  in  itfelf,  became, 
by  your  L— p’s  wife  management,  not  only 
important,  but  dangerous)  was  the  circular  Let¬ 
ter  of  the  Maffachufet'^s  Aflembly,  to  thofe  of 
the  other  Provinces,  written  with  innocence,  re¬ 
plete  with  loyalty,  founding  with  harmony,  and 
didlated  by  reafon  and  good  policy;  Even  this 

Letter  you  reprefen  ted  to  your  S - n,  as 

faftious,  feditious,  and  fell  into  defpotifm 
yourfelf,  to  make  them  obedient,  by  ordering 
the  vote  to  be  refeinded,  upon  pain  of  their  dii- 
folution.  You  recommended  fending  1  roops 
and  Ships  of  war,  to  keep  the  peace.  You 
fhould  remember,  my  Lord,  thefe  are  not  peace 
officers,  and,  as  might  well  be  expefted,  they 
were  the  flrll  to  break  it.  To  intimidate  the 
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people,  you  drew  up  Relblves,  and  an  Addrcfs 
to^  his  M— y,  founded  on  evidence  from  Go¬ 
vernor  Barnard^  the  Commiffioners  of  Revenue, 
Cuftom-houfe  Officers,  and  a  few  poor,  expedlanc 

and  dependent  creatures,  whom  your  _ p  cor- 

refponds  with  in  Bojton  ;  and  thereby,  having  im- 
pofed  upon,  and  deceived  the  legiflature,  fandti- 
fied  your  defpotifm,  at  the  expence  of  their  laft 
Liberties ;  (as  appears  in  lively  colours  by  the 
petition  of  the  Virginia  ;)  and,  to  com¬ 

plete  your  plan  of  folly  and  iniquity,  you  have 

recommended  his  M - y  to  confer  honours 

on  the  man,  who,  though  your  friend  and  col- 
legue,  will  never  rife  above  a  *  Prodor.  For 
his  inexpreffible  meannefs,  and  a  low  cunning, 
are  incompatible  with  the  Governor,  or  Baronet. 

Now,  my  Lord,  furvey  your  meafures,  and 
their  confequences,  in  a  few  lines,  -from  which 
I  beg  you  to  draw  your  charader,  as  a  Minifter* 
Great  and  lading  bleffings  were  promifed.  Do 
they  appear  ?  or  are  they  now  felt  or  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  public  ?  The  two  governments  of 
Florida  have  been  very  expend ve ;  have  buried 
vad  numbers  of  thofe  glorious  fons  of  war,  who 
fought  our  battles,  delivered  our  country,*  and 
deferved  our  ntmod  care  and  tendernefs.  They 
produce  nothing  but  difeafes  and-  lamentation. 
Taking  away  the  paper  currency  of  j/imwicay 

has 

*  This  Tool  of  Oppreflion,  was  a'  Prodor  in'  Doiion 
Com7j2onsm. 
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has  indeed,  huflied  the  complaints  of  a  few  ar¬ 
rogant  merchants ;  but,  in  return,,  has  beeniat- 
tended  with  an  immediate  ftagnation  of  trade, 
unparalleled  diftrefs,  for  want  of  a  medium  in 
the  payment  of  Britijh  debts,  and  is  cruelly  felt 
in  every  corner  of  this  kingdom. 

Preventing  the  Spanijh  filver  from  the  Colo- 
nifts,  has  proved  ftill  a  much  greater  injury  to 
the  trade  and  manufaftures  of  Great  Britain^ 
and  has,  for  ever,  I  fear,  loft  us  that, .  the  mod 
lucrative  of  all  branches  of  commerce  ;  and, 
what  is  worfe,  our  enemies  are  rifing  in  wealth 
and  power  by  our  lofles.  The  burdens  laid  ori 
fuch  branches  of  commerce  as  we,  from  Europe^ 
could  not  carry  on,  have  had  no  other  effects 
than  difabling  the  Colonies  from  paying  for  our 
manufaftures.  The  Admiralty  Courts  have 
driven  moft  merchants  of  eminence  and  fpirit 
out  of  a  trade,  which  could  not  be  fecured  by 
law  from  their  greedy  avarice,  and  unlimited 
power ;  and  the  Stamp- A61,  had  it  been  con¬ 
tinued,  could  not  have  produced  any  neat  re¬ 
venue,  when  there  was  no  money  in  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  though  it  muft  be  owned,  it  has  been  at¬ 
tended  with  the  moft  dreadful  mifehiefs.  The 
prefent  revenues  are  founded  on  injuftice,  by 
yourfelf  confefled  to  be  anti-commercial,  and 
the  fums  produced,  do  little  more  than  pay  the 
falaries  and  expences  of  colleftion,  though  the 
people  have,  all  along,  paid  the  duties  without 

refiftance. 
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refiftance.  Hence,  no  benefit  can  be  expecledi 
to  the  public.  Your  pretence  for  enforcing  and 
continuing  thefe  afts,  is  to  preferve  and  fupport 
the  dignity  of  Government,  which  every  mo¬ 
ment  lofes  ground,  by  a  firm,  ferions,  fpirited 
oppofition,  and  unalterable  determination  of  all 
America,  If  you  meant  any  thing  by  your  com¬ 
mands  to  refeind,  you  meant  to  keep  the  Colo¬ 
nies  difunited :  this  very  command  united  them 
to  a  man.  The  Troops  and  Ships  of  war,  have 
convinced  the  moft  phlegmatic  in  America,,  that 
their  Liberties  were  in  danger,  and  that  rigid 
Virtue  only  mud  fave  them  and  their  conftitu- 
tion  :  your  Peace-officers,  and  armed  Conflables^ 
have  been  the  caufe  of  the  only  confiderable  riot 
which  has  happened.  The  fandion  of  part  of  the 
Legiflature  does  not  prove  your  meafures  legal ; 
but  has  made  you  more  deteftable,  and  immo¬ 
derately  increafed  their  love  for  thofe  men 
among  them,  who  ftood  foremoft  in  the  caufe 
of  Liberty.  And,  though  you  have  hitherto 

been  able  to  deceive  your  S - n,  and  infnlt 

his  fubjefts ;  though  you  have  reprefented  in¬ 
nocent  and  legal  meafures  of  feeking  redrefs,  as 
fadlious  and  rebellious ;  though  you  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  drive  the  bed  of  men  to  defperate 
remedies ;  they  have  difappointed  your  expefta- 
tions,  and  will,  by  the  aid  of  their  fellow-fubjefts 
in  England,,  live  to  fee  you  as  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  your  R — 1  Mader,  as  you  are  now 

to 
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to  them.  I  have  enumerated  mofl:  of  the  im¬ 
portant  meafures  which  you  have,  while  in  power, 
recommended  or  enforced  •,  they  are  clearly,  and 
in  general,  diametrically  contrary  to  the  interefts 
of  this  country,  as  well  as  of  America  *,  and  many 
of  them  have  been  attended  with  confequences 
totally  contrary  to  your  own  expeftations  .and 
defigns.  You  are  come  to  your  ne  plus  ultra  (or, 
as  your  friend  B—d  elegantly  exprefles  him- 
felf^  to  the  end  of  your  tether)  and  you  had  better 
refign  now,  than  increafe  your  own  perplexity, 
by  adding  new  burdens  to  thofe  you  have  already 
brought  upon  the  whole  Britifh  empire.  I  fliall 
take  another  opportunity  to  explain  your  mo¬ 
tives,  your  principles,  and  connexions.  Till 
then,  I  am, 

With  due  refpeft  and  obedience. 

Your  L— —  p’s  humble  fervant. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


/ 


‘To  the  E^l  of 
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Augufi  20,  1769. 


h. 


IN  my  former  addrefs  to  your  L— _ p,  of 

the  19th  oijuly^  I  ftated  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  meafnres  of  your  adminiftration,  and  pro- 
mifed  the  public  an  explanation  of  your  con¬ 
nexions,  principles,  and  motives.  For,  though 
I  myfelf  have  watched  you  in  your  public  pro¬ 
ceedings,  know  every  charge  to  be  ftriftly  true, 
yet  to  thofe  who  are  but  little  acquainted  with 
the  bufinefs  of  your  department,  fuch  a  feries 
of  unexampled  blunders  may  appear  too  highly 
coloured,  till  fome  reafons  are  offered  to  ac- 

\ 

count  for  fuch  amazing  errors. 

Some  men  have  been  influenced  to  ferve 
the  public  from  the  mofl;  noble  and  exalted 
motives,  fuch  as  univerfal  love  and  benevolence; 
a  laudable  ambition  for  raifing  the  dignity  of  the 
State ;  and  abhorrence  of  public  OpprefTors. 
Others  to  gain  the  praifes  and  adorations  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  have  ftedfaftly  purfued  the  paths  - 
of  virtue  •,  have  made  themfelves  the  leaders  of 
the  People,  and  Champions  for  the  great  caufe 
of  Freedom,  till  the  inducements  to  forfake 
hpth,  have  become  too  mighty  to  be  refifled. 
And  even  after  they  have  deferred  this  caufe 


\Yith  reluftance,  they  give  up  the  hopes  of  re¬ 
taining 
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t'aining  popular  confidence.  Whenever  we  be* 
hold  a  rifing  charadler^  we  charitably  hope,  and 
fondly  wifh,  that  the  fpirit  of  true  Patriotifni 
may  fire  the  genius,  and  fill  the  foul ;  but  you, 
my  Lord,  have' never  claimed  the  merit  of  even 
momentarily  deceiving  us  with  this  pleafing  ex- 
peftation.  For,  at  your  firft  appearance  in  the 
Senate,  you  difcovered  anjnclination  to  ferve  the 
State,  for  a  more  direft,  but  lefs  honourable  re¬ 
ward  ;  you  foon  loft  all  influence  and  affeftion 
in  Irelandy  becaufe  you  foon  'difcovered  no  love 
for  that  your  native  country  ;  you  early  became 
detefted,  becaufe  you  early  fought  to  enfiave 
that  kingdom.  Who  then  but  the  Earl  of  ButCy 
.would  ever  have  infulted  this  great  empire  fo 
highly,  as  to  employ  you  in  any  public  office  ? 
Can  any  thing  be  more  abfurd  than  to  fuppofe, 
.that  a  7nan  who  would  have  bartered  awav  the 
.liberties  and  property  of  a  country,  in  which  he 
.was  born  and  interefted,  could  poffibly  ferve  this, 
where  he  was  a  ftranger  and  had  no  property  ? 
Yet  the  abfurdity  is  not  complete,  till  we  re- 
colledl  you  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Plantations  *,  and  a  feparate  Colo- 
nian  Department  made  out  for  you.  As  if  he, 
who  had  fo  notorioufty  endeavoured  to  fell  one 
Colony,  was  the  only  perfon  to  be  intrufted  with 
the  tendereft  interefts  of  all.  Your  condufl:  has 
proved,  what  every  one  who  knew  your  charafter 
expefted.  The  Board  of  Trade  is  become  the 
greateft  engine  of  opprefiion  to  Commerce;  you 

C  have 
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have  loft:  us  the  Trade  of  our  once  valuable 
Plantations,  with  which  that  of  thcfe  kingdoms 
muft  foon  diminifli.  You  have  not  only  made 
yourfelf  fupremely  contemptible  throughout  all 
America^  but  have,  in  the  fpace  of  about  eighteen 
months,  deftroyed  that  neceflary  mutual  love 
and  confidence,  which  had  ever  fubfifted  between 
that  country  and  this,  to  the  unfpeakable  ad- 
van  tag:e  of  both. 

There  is  one  thing,  my  Lord,  worth  your  own 
obfervation,  as  well  as  that  of  the  public.  That 
is,  in  all  the  calamities  which  we  have  lately 
experienced,  and  which  you  have  been  inftru- 
mental  in  bringing  upon  us,  your  name  has  al¬ 
ways  ftood  clofely  connefted  with  thofe  deteftable 
men,  who  are  known  to  be  the  Tools  and  Parti- 
zans  of  the  Earl  of  B— ^  your  principles  and 
motives  are  undoubtedly  the  fame:  for  I  re¬ 
member  an  old  Proverb — ‘^Tell  me  the  com- 

pany,  and  I  will  fliow  you  the  man;”  what¬ 
ever  opinion  the  public  may  have  of  them, 
they  muft  therefore  have  the  fame  of  your  Lord- 
fiPip  . — you  receive  fimilar  wages,  you  muft  moft 
afluredlv  ftiare  a  fimilar  fate ; — you  called  the 
united  voice  oi  America^  Mr  0//Vs  fadlion  ;  you 
may  perhaps  for  a  time,  ftop  his  M— ’s  ears 
againft  the  cries  of  England^  as  you  did  againft 
thofe  of  America^  and  a  fecond  time  deceive 

your  honeft,  injured  - - —,  by  declaring 

the  voice  of  the  Nation  and  Common  Senfc,  to 

be 
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be  that  of  a  feditious,  dilappointed  Party.  But, 
know,  my  Lord,  and  tremble  !  the  murmurs  ox 
an  incenfed  People,  are  juft,  they  are  univcrfal, 

they  muft,  they  will  reach  the  T - e.  There- 

fore  be  prepared  to  enftave  your  country,  or  fe- 
cure  your  retreat  from  its  juft  and  awiul  venge¬ 
ance,  •  >  •  , 

r 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS, 


^0  the  E — I  of  H  '  -h. 

Otlobcr  U69. 

AS  your  L.  - p  has  hitherto  devoted 

■  your  attention  chiefly  to  the  laudable  en¬ 
deavour  of  riveting  the  chains  of  your  own  coun¬ 
try  •,  you  may  not,  perhaps,  have  had  leifure  to 
enquire  minutely  into  the  charafters  of  thole 
with  whom  you  have  now  connedled  yourfelf  in 
the  fame  views  on  the  liberties  of  this  country, 
and  of  America.  I  will  therefore  furnifh  you 
with  home  leading  tracks  in  their  genealogy, 
which  will  afiift  your  judgment.  For,  my  Lord, 
you  are  fo  young  in  the  fervicc  here,  that  vve 
may  judge  of  your  principles  from  thole  with 
whom  you  aflbciate.  The  firft  of  theie  charac¬ 
ters  is  the  Lari  of  B— ,  your  patron  and  leader, 
under  whofe  notorious  banners  you  have  lifted 

in 
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in  that  honourable  corps,  denominated  K— -S 
men.  The  only  principle  of  this  body,  is  that 
of  fupporring  prerogative  at  all  events  ;  the 
conftant  aim  of  this  fadion  for  the  C--n,  is  to 
remove,  or  render  ineffcftual,  the  conftitutional 
limits  fet  to  the  will  of  the  — — ,  that  is,  to  make 
him  arbitrary.  A  fitter  head  than  the  Thane,' 
1  have  mentioned,  for  fuch  a  body,  chance  nor 
choice  could  not  have  difcovered.  Defcended 
fpurioufiy  from  a  ScottiJIj  King,  his  predecellbrs 
have  been  ever  diflinguifhed  as  devoted  jnflru- 
inents  of  arbitrary  power..  Nor  did  the  blood 

of  Sir  G - M - advocate  for  Scotland^ 

and  a  lecond  Jejfries^  which  flowed  into  him 
from  his  grandmother,  contaminate  the  original 

ftream.  If  your  L- - —p  will  therefore  give 

yourielf  the  trouble  of  enquiring  under  whofe 
countenance  Jacobitifm  and  Popery,  have  lately 
railed  their  baleful  heads  in  North  Britain^  you 
will  find  it  to  be  under  that  of  this  Lord,  his 
brother,  and  his  lecretary,  who  is  of  the  ranked 
Popifli  family  in  Scotland, 

The  fccond  in  this  lill  of  worthies,  is  one 
whom  the  public  has  had  fuch  infinite  reafon  to 

venerate  in  the  {eat  of  J- - -e.  Lord  M- - d. 

If  any  one  flrould  know  wdio  I  mean,  by  hint¬ 
ing,  mat  he  is  faid,  foriie  years  fince  to  have 
been  arraigned  for  drinking  the  Pretender’s 
health  on  his  knees,  I  am  not  to  blame  ;  for  in¬ 
deed,  my  Lord,  I  abhor  the  affion,  and  moft 
fincerely  wifh,  he  had  received  the  punifhment 

it 
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It  deferved.  His  oratory,  it  is’ true, 'iWelded 

him  from  punifliment  ;  but  your  L - p’s 

fagacity  will  •difcern,  that  eloquence,  when  it 
moves  compafTion,  does  not  always  extenuate 
guilt.  His  brother  was  lefs  capable  of  difguifing 
his  principles,  and  therefore  followed  the  Pre¬ 
tender’s  fortunes  in’ the  character  of  his’ fecretary  *, 
and  died  in  his'fervice.  ‘  ' 

Lord  PI-11 — d  will  forgive  me,  if  I  make  him 
but  the  third  in  this  illuftrious  catalogue.  His 
merits  are  indeed  fecond  to  none ;  but  though 
he  is  now  in  the  coach,  by- birth  he  is  but  one 
remove  from  the  box.  P"ar  be  it  therefore  from 
me  to  profane  the  facred  name  of  Scotch  heraldry, 
for  he  too  owes  his  origin  to  North  Brit  am.  But 
as  his  father  w^as  not  higher  than  coachman  to  a 
Duke,  it  is  not  probable  he  was  more  than  coufin 
to  Ibme  noble  family  in  Scotland.  His  progeni¬ 
tor  filled  that  office,  in  the  fervice  of  the  atro¬ 
cious  Duke  •  of  Lauderdale.,  w'hofe  memory  is 
crimfoned  over  with  the  blood  of  his  country¬ 
men.  The  fervant  rofe  in  his  mafter’s  favour, 
probably,  my  Lord,  by  the  fame  kind  of  faith¬ 
ful  fcrvices  with  thofe  by  which  a  certain  G - r 

has  gained  your  L— — -p’s  mod  high  eftecm, 
and  the  dignity  of  a  Baronet  of  Great  Britain. 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  tracing  the 
genealogy  of  this  noble  Lord,  becaufe  you  have 
the  honour  of  being  related  to  him  by  marriage; 
and  he  is  your  L— - p’s  counfellor  and 

friend. 


Thefe 
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Thcfe  are  the  chief  leaders  in  that  'Right  Ho* 
Jiourable  band,  from  which  this  nation  has  fo 
man Y  blefTin^s  to  expefl: ;  and  in  which  many 

inferior  charafters,  like  your  L _ p,  too 

numerous  to  be  mentioned  here,  are  arranged. 

Could  an  almoft  total  want  of  abilities  have 
excluded  you  from  among  the  Tools  of  defpo- 
tifm,  the  odium  of  your  charafter  had  not  palled 
St  George*s  Channel;  you  have  now  the  melan¬ 
choly  profpeft  of  fpreading  it  over  all  the  Britijh 
dominions.  To  the  contemplation  of  this  pro- 
fped: ;  I  will  now  leave  you. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


To  the  E — I  of  H - - 

O£loher  12,  1769. 

fN  my  preceding  letters  to  your  L - .p, 

1  have  taken  a  general  view  of  your  con- 
duft;  give  me  leave  now  to  be  a  little  mor© 
particular. 

Your  L* — p’s  entrance  into  a  new  de¬ 
partment  for  North  America  was  at  a  critical 
time,  when  a  fenfe  of  frefli  attempts  made  on 
their  liberties,  had  raifed  in  our  Colonies  a  ge¬ 
neral  difpofition  to  complain.  To  complain,  is 
a  privilege,  which  even  the  defpotifm  of  Turkey 

does 
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does  not  deny  its  wretched  flaves ;  and  inftances 
have  occurred  even  there,  of  the  heads  of  very 
arbitrary  Bafliaws,  falling  a  facrifice  to  the  re¬ 
iterated  complaints*  of  the  people.  But  your. 

L - -p  would  refine  on  Eaftern  tyranny, 

and  ftifle  even  the  murmurs  of  mifery  in  the  op- 
prelTed  fubjeft. 

In  this  true  fpirit  of  modern  minifters,  you  tranf- 
mitted  a  circular  letter  to  every  G—— r  on  the 
continent  of  North  America^  enjoining  them  to 
diffolve  their  refpeftive  afiTemblies,  ihould  they 
attempt  to  complain.  In  what  words  fliall  I 

admire  your  L - p’s  wifdom,  who  thus 

planned  the  fupport  of  government,  by  the  dif- 
folution  of  all  government  ?  But  I  beg  your 
pardon  :  you  had  in  referve  a  mode  of  govern¬ 
ment,  in  your  judgment,  infinitely  better  than  the 
one  eftablifned  by  the  conilitution ;  I  mean  that 
of  the  Military.  My  Lord,  may  I  felicitate  you 
on  this  laudable  expedient  ?  Has  it  fucceeded  to 
your  wifh  ?  Have  you  been  able  to  rr-ad:  on 
the  Common  of  Bojlon^  the  glorious  tragedy  of 
St  George^ s  Fields^  and  emulate  in  the  fame  of 
that  brilliant  day,  your  renowned  co-adjutors  in 
office,  the  Lords  B - g — n  and  W — y- h? 

To  effed  this  change  of  civil  into  military  gO' 
vernment,  you  entered  •  into  a  dole  and  confi¬ 
dential  correfpondence  with  G - B  , 

who  was  the  avowed  incendiary  of  America  ;  and 
with  the  Commiffioners  of  C — t-ms  in  Bofior^ 
who  were  perfonaily,  as  well  as  officially,  the  ob- 

jeds 
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jcfts  of  univerfal  abhorrence  and  contempt; 
For  they  were  men,  who  to  the  odium  of  former 
bad  charaders,  added  the  deeper  guilt  of  treach¬ 
ery,  in  becoming  the  willing  inftruments  of  op- 
prefTion  over  their  fellow-fubjedls.  —  It  was  ob¬ 
vious  you  were  in  a  fair  way  of  receiving  the 
moil  impartial  and  conciliating  intelligence  from 
inch  informers. 

j  Inlligated  by  thefe  counfellors,  but  above  all, 
by  that  truly  conftitutional  fpirit  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  taught  them  eff equally  to  fupport 
the  civil  Magiftracy  by  military  force,  your 

L . .  "p  commenced  hoftilities  in  form,  both 

by  fea  and  land,  againft  the  town  oi Bojlon.  Your 
Generals  then  reaped  laurels  abundantly,  and 
tranfmitted  them  to  you  in  the  triumphant  af- 
furance,  that  they  were  in  full  pojfejfion  of  the  town. 
Such  was  their  phrafe  for  quartering  troops  there 
in  defiance  of  the  law^  and  making  a  hoftile  pa¬ 
rade  in  the  midft  of  peace.  Encouraged  by 
them,  the  common  foldiers  fpurned  at  all  civil 
authority,  abufed  the  inhabitants,  aflaultcd  the 
officers  of  juftice,  and  carried  the  law  on  the 
points  of  their  fwords.  Thefe  were  glorious 
times  I  but  alas,  my  Lord,  all  human  triumphs 
are  frail.  Your  troops  have  been  obliged  to 
abandon  their  conquefis ;  and  all  their  laurels 
are  blafted.  Cufleing  ftill  lives ;  Otis  harangues 
with  fpirited  firmnefs ;  and  the  civil  power  be¬ 
gins  to  refume  its  hated  offices  :  nay  worfe,  the 
day  of  retribution  approaches,  and  your  L— p 

mu  ft 
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rnuft  anfwer  for  having  invaded  the  privilege's  of 
a  free  affembly^  by  a  threatening  letter  ^  and  having 
infringed  an  net  of  parliament^  in  quartering  troops 
in  Bofton,  exprefsly  contrary  to  law, 

Thefe  offences,  my  Lord,  are  rank,  they  fmell 
to  heaven.  Your  crimes  are  great,  the  proofs 
are  pregnant,  and  vengeance  will  purfue  you^ 
even  under  the  protedtion  oi your  Thane, 

)/  The  prejudice,  artfully  infufed  into  mens 
minds  by  your  Tools,  the  enemies  of  all  confti- 
tutional  liberty,  That  the  Americans  were  fe- 
ditioufly  oppofing  the  juft  authority  of  this 
‘‘  country,’*  has  prevented  the  people  here  from 
paying  that  attention  to  the  complaints  of  their 
fellow-fubjefts  in  America,,  to  which  their  ha¬ 
tred  of  arbitrary  power  would  naturally  have  dif- 
pofed  them.  Under  the  protedtion  of  this  pre¬ 
judice,  your  L— —  p  has  too  long  condudled 
your  defpotic  fyftem  unmolefted.  But  this  evil 
is  daily  removing,  and  I  hope  a  little  time  will 
lay  your  charadter  and  condudl  before  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  their  genuine  luftre.  And  truft  me,  my 
Lord,  it  fhall  not  be  my  fault,  if  any  light  be 
wanting,  to  demonftrate  how  true  you  have  been 
to  thofe  principles,  which  have  ever  adluated 
your  patron,  and  rendered  him  moft  execrable. 

It  was  precifely  on  the  principles  which  re¬ 
commended  you  to  his  choice,  that  your  L - p 

has  advanced  the  difappoinied  Tools  of  defpo- 
tifm  in  the  Stamp-Adf,  to  offices  of  refpedtabi*- 
lity  and  truft  in  America,  The  appointments  in 

D  the 


the  Judge- Admiralty  Courts,  and  in  the  Deputy 
Governorlliip  of  N—  C - a,  of  men,  con¬ 

temptible  in  charafter,  abilities,  and  fortune, 
were  luflicient  to  have  refledted  difrefpedl  on 
any  offices.  Men  who  had  nothing  to  recom-. 
mend  them  but  the  alacrity  they  had  before  ma- 
nifefted,  in  aiding  to  violate  the  facred  rights 

of  their  country.  As  if,  in  your  L - ^p’s 

eftimation,  the  Stamp-Office  was  the  beft  fchool 
for  Judges  and  Governors,  and  that  they,  who 
had  betrayed  their  fellow- fubjedls,  were  mold 
likely  to  judge  among  them  uprightly,  and 
govern  them  with  moderation.  The  temper  of 
the  times  called  for  conciliatory  meafures^  and  your 

L -  — *  p  wifely  met  this  temper,  by  irritating 

refolves^  and  by  proftituting  a  title  on  him,  whom 
a  malignant  endeavour  to  kindle  an  unextin- 
guiffiable  and  fatal  enmity  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  her  Colonies,  had  raifed  from  con¬ 
tempt  to  detejiation.  Will  you,  my  Lord,  give 
me  leave  to  augur  ill  of  thefe  proceedings  ;  that 
the  effcdl:  of  them  muft  be  to  excite  univerfally 
the  hatred  of  the  people  ?  and  Cicero  will  in- 
ftrufl:  your  L~— p,  that  the  hatred  of  the 
people  is  able  to  ruin  the  moft  abfolute  autho¬ 
rity.  You  have  ventured  to  make  the  trial  : 
tremble  at  the  iffue. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 
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To  the  E—l  of  H - h. 

February  i6,  1770. 

JT  is  fo  long  fince  I  had  the  honour  of  ad¬ 
drefling  you,  that  you  perhaps  may  have 
been  flattered,  your  conduft,  with  refpeft  to 
America^  had  undergone  the  fevereft  fcrutiny  \ 
and  every  thing  reprehenfible  in  it  had  been 
fully  expofed  to  the  public.  Equally  happy 

would  it  have  been  for  your  L— - p,  and 

for  America.,  if  this  were  true.  Certain  it  is, 
that  the  mofl:  unwarrantable,  I  fpeak  tenderly, 
and  injurious  of  your  meafures,  remain  to  be 
held  fully  forth  to  public  cenfure.  Perhaps 
too,  my  Lord,  when  juftice  refumes  her  fword, 
and  the  thunder  of  impeachment  burfts  forth,* 
they  may  bring  you  to  public  punifliment. 

The  firft  charge  againfl:  you  arifes  from  a  de- 
fign  to  diflblve  the  Aflembly  of  Majfacbufet's 
Bay,  for  not  obeying  your  official  mandate,  and 
to  provide  for  the  fupport  of  government,  with¬ 
out  the  intervention  or  authority  of  the  Legifia- 

ture.  Your  L - p’s  hiftorical  knowledge 

will  inform  you,  that  fuch  was  the  defign  in  this 
country,  of  thofe  wicked  Minifters,  whofe  evil 
counfels  brought  to  the  fcaffold  their  ill-fated 
mafter,  Charles  the  Firft.  Their  intention  was 
to  govern  this  kingdom  without  a  Parliament ; 

D  2  your’s 
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your’s  was,  to  govern  the  provinces  of  America. 
without  their  Affemblics. 

This  defign  of  your  - p,  appears  from 

your  Letter,  N°  9  ;  not  from  my  expofition  of 
It,  but  tliat  of  one  whom  you  will  not  even  lul^ 
peft  of  partiality  to  me  or  my  caufe,  the  confi¬ 
dential  friend  of  your  generous  and  noble  bo- 
fom.  Sir  F-  B— — Let  the  words  of  this 

able  and  upright  G— - - r,  fpeak  at  once  for 

your  L— p-i — p’s  conftitutional  views,  and  my 
veracity.  In  his  Letter,  dated  Bojion.^  Augufl  6, 

he  fays,  “Your  L- - p  fignifies  to 

me,  that  if  the  diilblution  fhould  operate  to 
“  the  difcontinuance  of  any  necefiary  eftablifii- 
ment,  care  will  be  taken  for  the  fupport  of 
Government,  By  this  it  is  plain^  that  your 

L— - p  does  not  expedl  that  I  Ihould  call 

“  a  new  Afiembly ;  for  in  fuch  cafe  your  L^-  ■  ■  p 
would  have  direited  me  to  call  on  the  new 

“  Afiembly,  to  renevv  the  dilcontinued  efta- 
blifliment.” 

Your  L - -  p  will  perceive  how  much  we 

are  obliged  to  the  candor  and  ingenuity  of  your 
friend,  tor  giving  us  both  the  text  and  the  com¬ 
ment  ;  a  comment,  which  from  any  one  but  fo 
cordial  a  friend,  might  appear  to  be  fet  dc^j^n  in 
malice.  And  every  impartial  reader  will  judge,' 
whether  the  charge  brought  againft  you  by 

G- - -  r  E~-d,  of  intending  to  provide  for 

the  lupport  ot  Government,  without  calling  a 
new  Afiembly,  be  upon  good  ground  j  and  whe¬ 
ther 
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ther  fuch  an  intention  be  not  as  criminal  now, 
as  it  was  in  the  laft  century. 

The  next  mealure  of  your  L« - p  upon 

which  I  fhall  animadvert,  h  your  order  to  General 
Gage,  to  quarter  Troops  in  the  town  of  Bofton. 
You  knew,  my  Lord,  or  ought  to  have  known, 
that  the  law  of  the  land,  an  A£l  of  Parliament, 
forbad  the  quartering  Troops  in  any  town  in 
America^  unlefs  the  barracks  were  filled,  and 
that  in  fuch,  and  in  no  other  cafe,  and  upon 
no  other  account,”  it  is  made  lawful  for  the 
Governor  and  Council  only^  to  provide  for  the 
quartering  of  the  rejidue.  Yet  in  your  I.etter  of 
the  (Sth  oi  June^  1768,  you  command  General 
Gage^  forthwith  to  order  one  regiment,  or  fuch 
force  as  he  fhall  think  neceffary,  to  Bofton^ 
to  be  quartered  in  that  town.”  It  muft;  be 
confefied  that  perfpicuity  in  writing  is  not  your 

- p’s  talent,  but  there  is  little  doubt  of  your 

meaning  by  this  order,  that  not  only  Troops  fliall 
be  direclly  quartered  in  the  town,  contrary  to  law, 
but  that  the  General  and  his  Officers  Ihall  quar¬ 
ter  them,  which  is  another  violation  of  the  Sta¬ 
tute.  It  is  probable  you  think,  my  Lord,  that 
laws  v/ere  m.ade  for  the  reftraint  of  little  and 
ignoble  fouls,  but  th.at  a  m.ind  great  and  noble 
like  your  L - p’s,  and  teeming  with  ex¬ 

ploits  of  vaft  pith  and  moment,  fliould  a6t  un¬ 
fettered  bv  fuch  bafc  controul.  Therefore  when 
•• 

your  L  .  p  had  conceived  the  magnani¬ 

mous  idea  of  befieging  Bojlon^  which  in  the  fame 

Letter 


Letter  you  obferve  with  infinite  fagacity',  might 
“  lead  to  confeqiiences  not  cafily  forefeen  •/’ 
fuch  petty  objedis  as  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  fubjeft,  fell  be¬ 
fore  the  greatnefs  of  the  defign. 

The  weaknefs  of  your  condudl,  my  Lord,  had 
it  not  been  leagued  with  the  mofl:  arbitrary  and 
pernicious  principles,  fliould  have  pafTed  with  me 
in  filent  contempt.  Not  that  I  believe  that  my  opi¬ 
nion  will  give  you  any  uneafinefs,  while  you  have 
the  approbation,  and  moft  cordially  you  have  it, 
of  that  nobly  born  and  moft  illuftrious  perfon. 

Sir  F— s  B - d,  Baronet,  of  Nettleham. 

You,  and  the  reft  of  the  K — 's  friends^  defpife 
the  voice  of  thofe  hafe-horn  people  who  compofe 
the  public  *,  and  as  one  of  the  moft  fpotlefs  of 
you  lately  exprefied  it,  are  indifferent  whether 
you  are  huzza’d  or  pelted  in  the  ftreets.  Pro¬ 
vided,  1  fuppofe  the  Noble  Lord  meant,  that  you 
might  continue  plundering  and  oppreffing  the 
public,  without  further  moleftation. 

I  come  now  to  a  meafure,  by  which  your 
— — p  laid  the  foundation  for  abolifliing  at 
once,  the  whole  fyftem  of  civil  liberty  in  the 
Colonies,  by  renderh^g  the  military  fo'wer  in  Boft 
ton,  fupreme  and  unccnirolable.  I  love  to  fpeak 
from  good  authority,  and  therefore  fliall  draw 

my  proof  from  your  amiable  friend  Sir  F«— - - s 

B— d  his  anfwcr  to  a  melTage  from  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  A'lajjachufefs  Bay, 
on  the  31ft  of  May^  1769. 


Gentlemen. 
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Genelemen, 

I  have  no  authority  over  his  Majefty’s  fliips 
in  this  port,  or  his  troops  within  this  town, 

Francis  Bernard.” 

If  the  Governor,  the  fupreme  Magiftrate,  and 
the  immediate  Reprefentative  of  the  King,  had 
no  authority  over  the  military  in  the  very  capi¬ 
tal  of  this  Province;  will  your  L - p  be 

pleafed  to  tell  us  who  had  ?  Any  common 
ibldier  in  Bojlon  would  anfwcr  the  queftion  ;  and 
it  was  in  confequence  of  their  knowing  their  fu- 
premacy,  that  a  body  of  them,  countenanced 
by  Colonel  Dalrymple^  and  another  Officer, 
marched  with  their  fwords  drawn  to  a  Juftice’s 
houfe,  and  refcued  a  Soldier  from  the  Civil 

Officers.  Did  Governor  - d  ever  ^all  upon 

Colonel  Dalrymple  and  the  Officer,  to  aniwer 
for  this  outrageous  violation  of  the  Civil  Autho¬ 
rity,  and  defiance  of  all  legal  Government  ?  Or 
did  your  Lordfhip  ever  do  it,  or  do  you  ever 
intend  it  ?  Did  the  Faftion,  as  Governor  B- — d, 
the  Commiffioners,  and  your  Lordfliip  have  de¬ 
nominated  all  the  well-difpoled  people  in  Bofion^ 
'ever  commit  an  offence  againfl  Government 
fimilar  to  this  ? 

And  now,  my  Lord,  I  mufl  ferioufly  entreat 
you  to  confider  what  you  have  done,  or  in¬ 
tended  to  do  ; — to  govern  without  the  conftitu- 
tiorial  intervention  of  Affemblies  ;  to  quarter 
Troops  in  Amnica  direfty  contrary  to  Ad  of  P^- 

liament ; 
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liament  and  to  advance  the  military  above  the 
civil  power.  Your  Lordfliip  is,  I  fuppofe,  very 
converfant  in  our  hiftory,  and  I  beg  you  to  con- 
fider,  whether  the  whole  of  my  Lord  Clarendon's 
conduft,  with  refpeft  to  the  Colonies,  was  half 
fo  criminal  as  arty  one  of  thefe  meafures :  Yet 
one  article  of  his  impeachment  is,  ‘‘  that  he  had 
introduced  an  arbitrary  Government  into  his 
Majefty’s  feveral  Plantations.”  The  honour 
and  juft  ice  of  England  combined  at  that  time* 
the  grievances  of  this  Country,  with  thofe 
of  America  *,  and  the  Colonies  muft  now  appeal 
to  the  fame  principles  in  this  nation,  for  bringing 
their  oppreftbrs  to  public  juftice  by  the  confti- 
tutional  mode  of  impeachment,  which  the  Colo- 
nifts  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  exercife.  By 
thefe  means  only,  can  the  advifers  of  thefe  arbi¬ 
trary  and  illegal  meafures  be  brought  to  con¬ 
dign  puniftiment. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


^0  Sir  Fm 
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OEloher  25,  1769. 

ROM  developing  the  charadter,  connecSfcions 

and  condudl  of  your  Patron,  L—  H - , 

I  come  now  to  an  enquiry  into  thofe  of  his  fa¬ 
vourite  Governor.  From  birth.  Sir  F—— ,  you 
derive  no  fplendor ;  it  would  even  take  more 
trouble,  than  I  am  inclined  to  beftow  upon  a 

fubjed 
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fubjeft  fo  infignificant,  to  draw  it  from  abfolute 
obfciirity.  From  abilities,  neither  would  you 
i^ver  have  claimed  attention,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  memorable  cera  of  the  Stamp- Adi.  It  was 
then  that  your  Excellency  ftept  forth,  and  jufti- 
fied  this  obfervation  of  an  incomparable  female 
hiftorian,  that  grovelling  inftruments  of  op- 
prefTion  are  ever  infolent  in  office,  in  propor- 
tion  to  the  bafenefs  of  their  education,  and 
the  fcrvility  of  their  natures.’’  You  became 
from  that  period,  the  incendiary  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  her  Colonies,  and  the  eligible  inftru- 
ment  of  eftabliffiing  defpotifm  in  America  to  that 
fet  of  men,  who  were  meditating  the  fame  de- 
ftrudlion  to  the  conftitutional  liberties  of  Eng¬ 
land, 

You  are  now  to  appear  at  that  tribunal,  from 
which  there  is  no  earthly  appeal  *,  the  tribunal 
of  the  public.  Flere  the  upright  magiftrate  has 
every  thing  to  hope,  the  oppreflbr  every  thing 
to  fear. 

I  begin  with  your  firft  appearance  during  the 
Stamp- Adi :  your  reprefentation  then  was,  that 
the  intention  of  the  Colonies  was  to  render  the  au¬ 
thority  d?/ Great  Britain  contemptible.  This  charge 
is  brought  againft  you,  in  the  moft  folemn  man¬ 
ner,  by  three  and  thirty  Lords,  fpiritual  and 
temporal;  the  validity  of  it  therefore  is  hardly 
queftionable  *.  The  intention  of  that  repre- 

E  fentation, 

*  See  the  Proteft  of  the  L — s  againft  committing  the  Bill 
for  repealing  the  Stamp-A^l. 
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ientation,  Sir  F— is  equally  obvious :  To  in-^ 
flame  the  minds  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  and 
of  the  LegiHature,  fo  as  to  divert  their  attention 
from  the  jiiftice  ot  the  American  complaints,  to 
a  criminal  and  exafperating  intention  in  their  op- 
pofition,  which  exifted  only  in  the  malignity  of 
your  own  heart.  Governed  thus  by  fnppofed  in¬ 
tentions^  and  not  by  real fatls^  tins  country  w^as 
to  have  denounced  war  againil  her  Colonies, 
and  to  have  cut  afunder,  with  her  own  fword, 
ih.e  finews  of  her  commerce  and  of  her  wealth, 
10  gratify  the  malice  of  an  arbitrary,  provincial 
Bafliaw.  Flappily,  however,  your  views  were 
at  that  time  difappointed ;  and  your  vengeance 
referved  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity, 
which  too  foon  prefented  itfelf  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  your  prefent  Patron  to  the  American  de¬ 
partment.  The  Stamp-Adf  was  repealed,  and 
the  thanks  of  the  Afnericans  for  the  repeal  were 
tranfmitted  in  Addrefies  to  our  moft  gracious 
Sovereign,  without  once  mentioning  the  decla¬ 
ratory  yltl^  which  threw  a  melancholy  fliade  on 
the  future  profpedt.  So  far  were  the  Colonies 
from  feizing  every  ground  of  complaint,  or  being 
folicitous  to  draw  into  contempt  the  authority  of 
Great  Britain.  Every  thing  was  now  quiet  in 
America.^  fo  that  even  in  your  own  Government, 
the  people  ailed  with  temper  and  moderation.” 

May  we  not  conclude  tlien,  Sir  F - ,  that  your 

charge  was  as  o-roundlefs  as  it  was  malicious 
A  charge,  in  which  you  were  fupported  by  one 

other 
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other  Governor  only,  the  unh.'ippy  old  man  at 
New  York. 

The  tranquillity  of  America^  and  the  harmony 
between  the  two  countries,  were  nov/  refLored  *, 
and  v/ould,  in  all  probability,  have  lafted  for 
ever,  had  not  the  fame  arbitrary  and  ofienfive 
ideas  been  relumed,  and  drawn  into  exercife 
over  the  Colonies.  The  Duty-Aft  excited  the 
alarm  that  had  fubfided  *,  and  furniflicd,  to  your 
ardent  wifli,  a  frefii  opportunity  of  milreprefent- 
ing  and  embroiling  the  affairs  of  America,  In 
this  laudable  fpirit,  we  trace  you  next  inveighing, 
in  your  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,^  againft 
the  circular  Letter  from  the  Reprefentatives  of 
Majfachufeth  Bay,  to  the  other  Houfes  of  Af- 
fembly ;  which  was  folely  to  inform  them,  that 
the  Houfe  had  voted  an  humble,  dutiful,  and 
loyal  Petition  to  his  Majefty,  laying  before  him 
the  grievances  they  fullered  from  the  late  Re¬ 
venue-Aft,  and  praying  his  conllitutional  inter- 
pofition  for  their  relief :  to  make  the  prayer  of 
v/hich  petition  more  fuccelsful,  they  defired  the 
concurrence  of  the  other  Houfes.  As  the  griev¬ 
ances  arifing  from  the  Aft  were  general,  the 
propriety  of  a  general  Petition  for  relief  was  ob- 
■vious*,  and  it  is  left  to  your  E^xcellency  to  point 
out,  what  method  an  aggrieved  people  can  adopt, 
more  loval,  more  innocent,  and  more  conflitu- 
tional,  than  petitioning  the  I  hrone.  In  your 
J.etter,  however,  you  reprefent  this  moft  dutiful 
and  moderate  tranfaftion,  as  an  “  undertaking 

“  calculated 
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calculated  to  inflame  the  whole  Continent* 
and  engage  them  to  join  together  in  another, 
difpute  with  the  Parliament,  about  the  au- 
“  thority  of  the  latter  ;  and  that  if  the  Aft  com- 
plained  of  fhould  be  given  up,  all  other  Ads 
of  American  revenue  muft:  follow 
Thus  you  flattered  yourfelf  with  having  fixed, 
an  early  prejudice  againft  the  jufl;  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  people,  and  an  unfurmountable  bar  to 
the  redrefs  of  their  grievances.  But  the  Noble 
Lord  who  then  prefided  over  the  affairs  of 
rica^  impreffed  with  a  true  fenfe  of  the  confti- 
tutional  rights  of  the  Colonies,  viewed  your  at¬ 
tempt  in  its  proper  light;  and  you  would  have  met 
with  what  you  deferved,  another  difappointment, 
had  not  the  department  fallen,  in  an  evil  hour, 
to  one  perfeftly  fitted  for  your  purpofe,  which 
was,  in  truth,  to  inflame  the  whole  Continent, 
and  renew  the  difpute  fo  little  profitable  to  either 
country.  How  happily  your  Patron  and  you  have 
lucceeded  in  this,  the  ftate  of  America  from  that 
time  to  this,  will  abundantly  demonftrate.  You 
have  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  your  own  words 
re-echoed  back  from  the  empty  heads  of  your 
fuperiors  here ;  your  plans  have  been  adopted, 
and  have  kindled  flames  which  rendered  you 
unfafe  in  America^  and  may  confume  you  here. 
Rare  antecedent  cm  fcelefium^  defend  t  pede  pcena 
ciandrQ  • 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


*  See  his  Letter,  February  i8,  1768. 
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To  Sir  F - s  B - — 

Ncvmber  3,  1769. 

JLeft  your  Excellency  hardening  the  mind  of 
the  Minifler,  againft  every  juft  and  favour¬ 
able  impreflion  for  America  >  and  infufing  pre¬ 
judices,  which,  if  imbibed,  muft  (unlefs  he  de¬ 
parts  from  his  known  difpofuion)  incite  him  to 
enforce  oppreftion  by  military  power.  Nothing 
can  be  conceived  more  contemptible,  than  the 
low  detail  you  entered  into  of  every  trivial  cir- 
cumftance,  of  every  cofFee-houfe  bable,  and  even 
this  hideoufly  caricatured  to  your  purpofe,  in 
your  Letters  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The 
public  will  be  furniihed  with  them  in  due  time, 
and  will  perceive  how  defpicable  and  weak  you 
are,  even  in  artifice. 

Defpicable,  however,  and  weak  as  your  ar¬ 
tifices  were,  they  operated  on  L —  El - , 

Jihe  proofs  of  Holy  Writ.  All  the  fiimfy  and  abu- 
live  coinages  of  your  pernicious  imagination  he 
got  by  rote,  and  eternally  retailed  with  the  fame 
wifdorn  that  a  parrot  calls  names,  or  a  piou5 
Catholic  repeats  his  Pater  Nofter. 

You  wifely  prognofticated,  that  if  the  late 
Duty-A6t  fhould  be  repeahtd,  all  other  Adts  of 
American  revenue  would  follow.”  Let  me  con¬ 
gratulate  L —  El - ,  that,  in  this  particu¬ 

lar,  he  feems  to  Iiave  emancipated  himfelf  from 

his 


his  ufual  implicit  obedience  to  your  oracular 
obfervations.  For  we  find  that  his  L— — p’s 
aflurance  of  having  this  A£l  repealed  next  Sef- 
lion,  has  circulated  through  the  whole  Conti¬ 
nent  :  and  his  reafon  is,  that  the  Aft  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  true  principles  of  commerce.  It 
is  fomewhat  unfortunate,  that  he  fhould  have 
been  fo  long  in  difeovering  this,  when  it  was  fo 
early  and  repeatedly  demonflrated  to  him,  that 
one  would  prefume  even  Dullnefs  itfelf  would 
not  have  Ifiielded  him  fo  long  from  a  true  con¬ 
ception  of  its  pernicious  tendency.  But  pofifibly, 
this  Noble  Lord  thinks,  that  riches  flow  too  co- 
pioufly  into  this, nation  by  the  channels  of  com¬ 
merce,  and  that  fcopping  them  for  a  y, ear ^  or 
narrovjing  them  for  ever^  will  be  of  national  be¬ 
nefit. 

Were  not  the  fubje6l  of  your  mifrep  re  fen  ca¬ 
tions,  Sir  F - ,  to  the  laft  degree,  great  and 

grave,  involving  in  it  the  flue  of  millions,  and, 
eventually,  the  Liberties  of  the  whole  empire  ; 
one  could  not  avoid  fmiling  with  equal  con¬ 
tempt  at  your  treachery,  and  at  your  Patron’s 
folly.  Yet  let  me  be  candid,  and  confefs,  that 
to  you  forne  degree  of  indulgence  is  due,  from 
the  impofiibility  that  one  of  your  birth  and  edu¬ 
cation  fhould  poffefs  higher  or  more  juft  con¬ 
ceptions  of  the  duties  of  a  Governor. 

It  cannot  be  prefumed,  that  fuch  a  man  flionld 
entertain  fentiments  in  any  degree  worthy  the 
reprefentarive  of  an  illuflrious  Prince.  And,  give 
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me  leave  to  fay,  that  the  Poet’s  obfervation  of 
q^uo  fernel  eji  imbuta  recens  fervahit  odorem^  tejia 
diii^  was  never  more  fully  iliuftrated  than  in  the 
numerous  quirks  and  quibbles  which  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  your  Excellency’s  altercations  with 
the  Affemblies  of  your  Province. 

Your  Excellency  had  repeatedly  made  repre- 
fentations  to  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office,  of 
the  neceffity  of  fending  Troops  to  B — with¬ 
out  giving  any  fafts  on  which  fo  violent  a  mea- 
fure  might,  with  propriety,  be  founded.  Imr, 
indeed,  there  were  none.  The  civil  magiflracy 
had,  in  no  inftance,  been  oppofed  *,  the  Reve¬ 
nue-Aft,  odious  as  it  was,  had  been  fubmitted 
to  ;  and  feizures  made,  in  the  common  mode^  with¬ 
out  oppofition.  The  wifdom  and  virtue,  there¬ 
fore,  of  Lord  Shelburne^  treated  thofe  idle  and 
and  malicious  informations  with  the  contempt 
they  deferved*,  but  his  fuccefTor  in  office,  yielded 
to  them  his  heart  and  his  faith. 

The  Minifter  was  charmed  with  a  Governor 
fo  fimilar  to  himfelf  •,  we  tlierefore  find  the  order 

from  L —  Pli - to  General  G— ,  to  fend 

Troops,  dated  the  8th  of  Junc^  before  tlie  riot 
about  the  feizing  the  (loop  Liberty  had  happened. 
I  fay,  before  this  riot  happened,  bccaufe  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  fending  them  is,  in  the  Rdblvcs  he 
afterwards  drew  up,  founded  on  this  riot,  and 
on  the  fubfequent  tranfaftions  of  the  town. 

I  am  now,  Sir  F - ,  to  trace  you  through 

this  dark  bufinefs  of  the  riot,  and  to  ikevv  that 

it 
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it  was  contrived  by  you,  to  give  fome  credit  td 
your  injurious  reprefentation  ^  in  confequence  of 
which,  you  were  well  afllired,  a  military  force 
would  be  fent  to  B — n.  To  accomplifli  this, 
it  was  ncceflary  you  lliould  be  on  good  terms 
with  the  Commiirioners,  that  you  might  influ¬ 
ence  them  to  direft  fome  arbitrary  proceedings^ 
to  occafion  the  difturbance  you  wifhed.  In  this 
you  lucceeded  ;  for,  in  your  Letter  of  the  19th 
of  March^  1768,  you  fay,  “  The  Commifiioners, 
“  with  whom  (I  mean  four  out  of  the  five)  I  am 
‘‘  upon  the  mofl  intimate  terms,”  ^c. 

It  is  confeffed  too,  by  the  Colleftor,  that  the 
Chair-man  of  the  Commiflioners,  one  of  your 
intimates,  was  the  perfon  who  advifed  the  de¬ 
livering  the  veflel,  when  feized,  to  the  man  of 
war.  The  Colleftor  and  Comptroller  jointly  af- 
fure  the  Commiffioners,  that  the  feizure  was  the 
means  of  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people* 
Had  not  this  bufinefs  been  pre-concerted,  wc 
fliould  not  have  found  thofe  four  Commiffioners 
perGfting  in  their  plan,  of  flying  from  the  town, 
and  calling  for  military  fupport. 

The  riot  happened  on  the  loth  oijune^'m 
confequence  of  the  Officers  feizing,  and  carry¬ 
ing  away  by  force,  the  floop  Liberty.  The  next 
morning  the  Council  met,  and  finding  every 
thing  quiet,  defired  the  Governor  to  inform  the 
Commiffioners,  that  there  appeared  no  reafon 
to  apprehend  any  farther  difturbance  ;  and  that 
they  had  appointed  a  Committee,  who  were  in 

the 
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the  Commifiion  of  the  Peace,  to  examine  into 
the  late  riot. 

It  might  have  been  expeflied,  that  fuch  an  af- 
furance,  and  fuch  attention  to  their  fecurity, 
would  have  quieted  the  fears,  which  the  pre- 
cedino;  difturbance  had  occafioned  in  the  Com- 
miflioners ;  efpecially  as  we  find  the  Governor 
dined  with  them  that  day,  and  fliould  have  na¬ 
turally  related  to  them  the  proceedings  at  the 
Council-board.  But,  inftead  of  this,  they  pre¬ 
tend  to  fee  the  danger  magnified,  and  two  of 
the  four  confidential  Commifiioners  fled  that 
night  on  board  the  man  of  war,  affefting 
great  apprehenfions  of  infult  and  outrage  to  the 
whole  Board,  if  the  CommifTioners  remained  in 
town.  The  next  day  the  other  two  followed. 
Mr  T* emple^  the  fifth  of  them,  who  was  not  in  the 
fecret^  remained  in  the  town,  unthreatened  and 
unmolefted.  After  their  flight,  they  received 
frefh  afiurances  from  the  Council,  that  there 
was  no  appearance  of  danger  ;  and  the  Colleftor 
and  Comptroller  informed  them,  that  all  Mr 
Hancock  (who  owned  the  floop)  and  the  people 
defired,  was,  that  the  vefiel  Ihould  be  returned 
to  her  moorings,  on  condition  that  Mr  Hancock 
<Tave  fufficient  fecurity  for  the  delivery  of  her, 
fnould  fhe  be  condemned  ;  and  they  add  their 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  a  meafure  of  policy 
“  to  take  this  fecurity,  and  releafe  the  floop, 
‘‘  for  the  prefervation  of  the  officers  and  tran- 
quillity  of  the  town.”  But  the  CommifTioners 

F  voted 
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voted  that  requeft  a  menace,  that  they  were  in 
imminent  danger,  and  retreated,  with  Governor 
Bernard's  alTiftance,  into  Cafik-William,  On  the 
14th  a  Town-meeting  was  held,  in  v^hich  a  Pe¬ 
tition  to  the  Governor  was  voted,  to  fupplicate 
his  interpofition  to  favc  the  people  from  thofe 
violent  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  officers 
of  Cuftoms.  So  far  were  the  people  from  in¬ 
tending  to  redrefs  themfelves,  or  ufe  any  vio¬ 
lence.  Of  the  particulars  of  this  meeting,  the 
Commiffioners  were  that  night  informed,  hy  their 
fp)\  who  attended  ii  ^  who  mentions,  that  the 
minds  of  the  people  were  quieted,  and  that  the 
Tide-waiters  were  allowed  to  continue  in  the 
meeting,  profeffedly,  that  every  one  might  en¬ 
joy  his  right  of  hearing  what  was  faid.  This 
bore  the  ftrongeft  appearance  of  peace  and  good 
order,  and  would  have  fatisfied  the  Commif- 
fjoners,  had  it  been  tlieir  plan  to  receive  fatis- 
fadtion.  '  It  was  not  fo  ;  and  therefore,  the  next 
•day,  they  wrote  a  circular  letter  to  General  Gage^ 

■  Colonel  Balrymple^  and  Commodore  Hood^  in¬ 
forming  them,  “  That  the  riot  was  now  in- 
crealed  to  an  appearance  of  aftiial  infurrec- 
tion  ;  and  defiring  troops  to  fupport  them  in 
their, office.”  The  feizure  they  ftill  main¬ 
tained  in  defpight  of  the  people,  nor  did  any 
difturbance  eniue.  It  niuft  be  obferved,  that 
whatever  impreffions  of  fear  might  have  been 
made  at  firft,  their  apprehenfions  muft  have 
been  removed,  by  perceiving  that  ,  two  of 

their 
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their  obnoxious  number,  who  remained  on  Ihorc 

» 

the  night  on  which  they  pretended  to  dread  fo 
much,  received  no  injury  *,  and  Mr  Temple^  with 
Mr  Venher  their  .Secretary,  continued  in  the 
town,  without  ever  being  infulted.  This  the 
Comptroller  confefles,  in  his  examination'  at  the 
Treafury-board.  ’  * 

From  this  detail  of  thefe  tranfadlions,  it  muft, 
I  conceive,  be  evident  to  every  reader,  that  it 
was  not  the  real  fituation  of  things  in  the  town, 
which  could  govern  or  juftify  the  proceedings 
of  the  Commifiioners  *,  but  that  they  afted  con¬ 
formable  to  preconcerted  plan^  from  which  they 
were  determined  nothing  Ihould  divert  them. 
The  fadts  are  taken  from  their  own  Memorials 
to  the  Treafury,  and  other  papers  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

From  unfolding;  the  conduft  of  the  Commif- 
fioners,  I  return  now  to  take  a  view  of  that  of 
G- — ^ B— .  The  Council,  as  was  men¬ 
tioned  before,  had  appointed  a  Committee  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  fadts  relative  to  the  riot.  This 
fhoiild  have  public^  fair^  and  authentic  \  but 

it  was  not  for  the  G - -r’s  purpofe  that  a 

true  inquifition  fhould  be  taken  ;  it  was  requi- 
fite  for  his  views,  that  he  fhould  have  it  in  his 
power  to  make  what  reprefentation  of  it  he 
pleafed. 

.  In  purfuance  of  this  fcheme,  we  trace  him  in 
the  minutes  of  Council,  on  the  ■13th  oi  June^ 
propofing,  That  the  inquiry  into  fadts,  relating 
A  F  2 
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to  what  happened  .  on  Friday  night  ]aft, 
which  had  been  defigned  for  this  morning, 
be  poftponed.”  The  Council  therefore  re- 
folved,  that  there  was  no  immediate  danger  of 
frefh  difturbances ;  and  that  the  enquiry  fhould 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  both  Houfes. 

Soon  after  this,  the  G - -  diflblved  the  Af- 

fembly,  for  not  refcinding  ;  and  it  remained  with 
him  to  make  as  partial  and  inflammatory  a  re- 
prefentation  as  he  pleafed,  without  danger  of 
yj  immediate  contradidlion. 

It  is  happy,  Sir  h - — ,  that  bad  men  are  not 

always  wife ;  and  that  the  contrivers  of  evil, 
feldom  look  forward  enough  to  prevent  detec¬ 
tion.  T.  hus,  having  fecured  a  military  force, 
and  diflblved  the  Aflembly,  you  thought  the 
chain  was  effeftually  fixed,  and  your  tyranny 
eflablifhed.  Not  forefeeing  that  an  Aflembly 
might  again  meet,  that  a  fpirited  Council  might 
counter-ad  you,  and  the  means  by  which  you 
had  efieded  this  mifchief,  in  being  difcovered, 
might  bring  you  to  a  fliaiueful  fate. 

I  have  not  the  leafl:  doubt,  that  your  fellow- 
labourers  here  were  governed  by  the  fame  im¬ 
provident  confidence  ;  and  that  having  contrived 
the  arlitrary  and  inhuman  hufinefs  of  St  George’s 
Fields,  with  the  unconjiitutional  elediion  for  Mid-: 
dlefex,  they  trufled,  that  under  the  execution  of 
thefe  fatal  meafures,  the  Liberties  of  this  nation 
wpuld  expire  for  ever.  Little  did  they  forefee, 
iJPjnf  Pf  people  was  like  a 
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fpring  well  tempered,  the  more  they  preft  it 
down,  the  more  forcibly  it  would  recoil,  and 
the  more  inevitable  would  be  their  ruin. 


It  is  the  truft,  Sir  F— — ,  it  is  the  wifh  of 


every  honeft  man  in  this  country,  that,  as  they 
have  dared  to  bend  this  fpirit,  they  may  feel 
the  ayenging  force  of  its  impetuous  recoil. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS, 


^0  Sir  Fm . s 


November  15,  1769. 


OUR  next  contrivance,  to  ferve  your  pur- 


1  pofe  of  bringing  the  people  under  military 
government,  was  fo  extravagantly  wicked,  that 
were  it  not  under  your  own  hand,  one  would 
hardly  believe  it.  This  was  no  lefs  than  a  charge 
of  treafon  againft  five  hundred  perfons,  without 
a  fliadow  of  proof  againft  them.  In  your  Letter 
of  Septemper  i5,  1768,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
you  fay,  The  other  meeting,  as  I  am  informed, 
was  very  fmall  and  private,  on  Saturday  night, 
at  the  honfe  of  one  of  the  Chiefs,  and  there 
it  was  refolved  to  furprize  and  take  the  Caftle 
on  the  Monday  night  following  And  again. 
The  defign  againft  the  Caftle  is  now  fo  welj 
«  known,  that  it  is  propable,  that  the  very 
names  of  the  people  who  were  enrolled  fot 


that 
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that  piirpofe,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred, 
'or  the  chief  of  them,  will  be  difeovered.” 

\j  If  this  was  not  a  fham  plot,  where  was  the 
A  Chief  Magiftrate,  Sir  F— — ,  where  was  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  that  he  did  not  immediately  feize  the 
contrivers  of  this  treafonable  combination  ?  He 
knew,  it  feems,  the  honfe  in  which  they  were  af- 
fembled,  the  time  of  their  meeting,  the  treafon 
they  meditated,  and  even  that  they  were  enrolled 
for  this  unlawful  purpofe  ?  yet,  in  this  particu¬ 
lar  emergency,  you  did  nothing  but  write  a  Let¬ 
ter,  which  cpuld  not  have  pafTed  half  the  ocean, 
before  the  mifehief,  had  any  been  intended,  would 
have  been  irreparably  effefted.  Neither,  after 
being  furnilhed  with  fuch  potent  Refolves  from 
hence,  in  confequence  of  that  Letter,  and  fup- 
ported  by  a  powerful  military  force,  have  you 
been  .able  even  to  found  this  charge  againft  a 
y'  fingle  perfon  at  ‘  ■ 

If  wo' fuppofe.  Sir  F - ,  that  there  was  the 

leaft’  foundation  for  this  charge,  your  conduft 
would  be  as  inexplicable  as  it  is  criminal.  Such 
vigilance  in  tracing  the  plot  to  a  certain  point, 
and  then,  a  total  inaftivity  and  filence :  How  in^* 
confiftent !  But  if  we  confider  it  as  a  fiflion,  to 
fupport  the  pretended  necefTity  of  foliciting 
troops,  it  is  plain,  that  having  anfwered'  your 
purpofe,  it  was  your  bufinefs  to  drop  the  "cur¬ 
tain  there,  and  bury  it  in  oblivion. 

Having,  by  thefe  mifreprefentations,  brought 
a  loyal  people  under  the  moft  unjuft  fufpicibns 

of 
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of  difafteftion,  and  procured  troops  to  fupport 
your  tyranny,  not  the  operation  of  the  laws,  the 
next  objeft  was  to  quarter  them  in  the  town. 
As  truth  oppofed  ^the  requiring  troops,  fo  the 
law,  that  odious  thing  to  tyrants  and  their  mi¬ 
nions,  forbad  this  method  of  quartering  them. 

But  your  E. - y  triumphed  over  both  thefe 

obftacles  with  equal  facility.  The  whole  of  this 
bufinefs  is  detailed  in  your  Letter,  N°  5,  to  Lord 
H-— ,  dated  November  i,  1768.  After  men¬ 
tioning  the  many  Afts  you  ufed  in  vain  to  make 
the  Council,  Truftees,  inftrumental  in  vio¬ 
lating  the  law,  you  proceed  thus.  During 
this  tipie  the  General,  who  forefaw  how  this 
negociation  would  end,  had  employed  his  Offi- 
“  cers  to  hire  and  fit  up  houfes  for  the  troops  ; 
fo  that,  by  the  time  I  had  received  the  defini- 
tive  refufal,  complete  quarters  were  provided 
for  all  the  troops.  But  now  another  difficulty 
arofe  *,  if  the  foldiers  fliould  be  put  into  bar- 
‘‘  racks,  though  provided  by  the  Crown,  with- 
out  the  intervention  of  a  Magiftrate,  the  Mi- 
litary  Officers  who  placed  them  there,  would 
‘‘  be  chargeable  with  taking  upon  them  to  quar- 
ter  foldiers  otherwife  than  by  this  A6t,  and 
being  convicted  of  it  by  two  Juftices  of  Peace, 
would  be  calliiered  ipfo  faclo,  I  therefore  took 
‘‘  upon  myfelf  to  remove  that  difficulty^  and^  by  a 
Commijfion^  I  authorized  a  perfon^  therein  namedy 
to  place  the  two  faid  reghnents^  in  fuch  buildings 
and  houfes  as  could  be  procurcd'\ 
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I  will  now  lay  before  the  Reader  an  extraft 
‘  from  the  American  Mutiny- Aft,  and  leave  hirri 
to  make  his  own  comment  ;  obferving  only, 
that  the  barracks  in  Cajlle  William  were,  at  this 
time,  empty.  This  Aft  fays,  “  And  in  cafe 
there  lliall  not  be  fufRcient  room  for  the  ofH- 
cers  and  foldiers  in  fuch  barrack,  inns,  vic- 
tualing,  or  other  public  ale-hotifes,  that  in  fuch^ 
and  in  no  other  cafe^  and  upon  no  other  account^ 
it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  each  refpeftive  Province  in  his 
‘‘  Majefty’s  dominions  in  America^  to  authorize 
and  appoint,  and  they  are  hereby  direfted  and 
impowered  to  authorize  and  appoint,  fuch 
‘‘  proper  perfon  or  perfons  as  they  fliall  think 
lit,  for  the  reception  of  his  Majefty’s  forces, 
fuch  and  fo  many  uninhabited  houfes,  out- 
houfes,  barns,  or  other  buildings,  as  lliall  be 
necelTary  to  quarter  therein  the  refidue  of  fuch 
officers  and  foldiers,  for  whom  there  Jhould  not 
he  room  in  fuch  barracks  and  public-houfes  as 
aforefaid,  and  to  put  and  quarter  the  refidue 
of  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  therein.” 

Look  upon  this  pifture,  Sir  F— ,  of  a  chief 
Magiftrate  being  a  chief  criminal. — Is  it  not  hi¬ 
deous  and  hateful  ?  How  odious  then  !  how  de- 
teftable  muft  be  the  original !  In  vain  will  you 
plead,  that  you  are  but  a  poor  t — 1  of  defpotifm  ; 
Empfon  was  a  tool,  Dudley  was  a  tool ;  think  of 
their  fate,  and  tremble  at  your  profpeft.  You 
may  fly  from  punifliment  j  but  where  will  you 

fly 
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fly  from  yourfclf ;  where  will  you  fly  from  the  re¬ 
flexion  of  what  is  pad,  and  from  the  terror  of  what 
is  to  come?  It  is  your  miferable  fate,  a  fate,  which 
thofe  even  whom  you  have  oppreffed  will  com- 
palTionate,  to  experience  this  bitter  truth,  tuta 
ejje  pcjfunt  fcelera^  fecura  niinquam^  the  wicked 
may  be  proteXed  from  the  touch  of  the  Law  •, 
but  from  the  flings  of  Confcience  they  never 
can  be  fliielded. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 

r 


To  Sir  F- — -j  B~^d, 

December  19,  1769. 

Ilrlave  now  laid  before  the  public  an,  account 
of  your  proceedings  fairly,  and  at  large.  But, 
as  your  E - y  may  not  be  inclined  to  bur¬ 

den  your  memory  with  them  in  detail,  I  fliall 
take  the  trouble  of  fumming  them  up,  that  you 
may  be  fo  far  in  the  road  to  repentance,  as  to 
have  your  fins  ever  before  you. 

The  Articles  then  of  charge  againfl:  you,  are, 

I.  That  during  the  Stamp-AX  you  mifrepre- 
fented  the  date  of  America^  with  a  view  of  in¬ 
flaming  his  Majedy  and  his  Miniders  againd 
that  people  *,  to  the  imminent  danger  of  pro¬ 
ducing  a  rupture  between  this  kingdom  and  her 
Colonies,  and  of  utterly  dedroying  the  only  bc- 

G  neficial 
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nelicial  commerce  Great  Britain  might  fecurely 
enjoy. 

2.  That  you  exaggerated  and  mifreprefented 
certain  dilorders  in  the  town  of  Bojlon^  bringing 
•thereby  a  lufpicion  of  dilaffeftion  upon  that  peo¬ 
ple,  who  are  mod  loyal  to  their  Sovereign  ;  and 
have  been,  in  many  important  inftances,  of  emi¬ 
nent  fervice  to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain. 

3.  That  being  the  fupreme  Civil  M . . . e, 

and  therefore  eminently  bound  in  duty  to  defend 
the  laws  from  violation,  you  fuffered,  if  not  en¬ 
couraged,  the  Officers  of  Revenue,  to  alter,  dan- 
geroudy,  the  common  form  of  proceedings  in 
cafe  of  feizures,  and  the  Officers  of  the  Navy  to 
imprefs  men,  contrary  to  an  exprefs  Ad:  of  Par¬ 
liament.  From  which  violations  of  law,  and 
arbitrary  proceedings,  which,  when  legally  and 
humbly  petitioned,  you  refufed  to  difeounte- 
nance,  the  popular  diforders  arofe. 

4.  That  you  have  either  wickedly  accufed  a 
number  of  people  in  Bojlon,  of  treafon,  or  have 
lhamefully  negleded  your  duty,  in  not  endea¬ 
vouring  to  bring  them  to  juflice. 

5.  That  by  your  mifreprefentations  you  brought 
upon  the  good  people  of  that  town  their  S— n’s 
difpleafure,  and  the  heavy  cenfure  of  both  Houfes 

of  - 1,  with  a  formidable  armament  both 

by  fea  and  land,  as  if  they  were  in  actual  re¬ 
bellion  •,  to  their  great  injury,  and  infinite  dif- 
c  red  it. 


6.  That 
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6.  That  in  violation  of  the  known  and  neccf- 
fary  privileges  of  Parliament,  and  the  clTcntial 
conftitution  of  every  free  Affembly,  you  fent  a 
threatening  melTage  to  the  Affembly  of  Majfa- 
chufefs  Bay  *,  endeavouring  thereby  to  take  from 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  people  all  freedom 
of  debate  and  determination,  and  to  edablifli  a 
precedent  mortally  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjeft. 

7.  That  you  have  attempted  to  fubvert  the  con¬ 
ftitution  of  the  Province  of  MaJJachufeth  Bay,  and 
by  devifmg  fchemes  for  removing  the  conftitu- 
tional  limitations,  neceffary  to  render  Monarchy 
confiftent  with  Liberty,  have  meditated  the 
greateft  mifehief  that  can  be  brought  on  any 
people,  the  making  the  Crown  arbitrary. 

8.  That  in  quartering  foldiers  on  the  town  of 
Boften^  you  have  premeditatedly  evaded  and  in¬ 
fringed  an  Aft  of  Parliament,  to  the  great  op- 
preffion  of  the  fubjeft  ;  when,  as  fupreme  Ma- 
giftrate,  it  was  your  efpecial  duty  to  guard  the 
laws  from  violation,  and  the  people  from  harm, 

9.  That  betraying  your  truft,  and  to  the  great 

difnonour  of  your  place,  you  liave  taken  b - 

to  connive  at  fmuggling. 

Such,  Sir  F—  — ,  are  the  allegations  brought 
againft  you,  of  the  truth  of  which,  next  to  what 
paffes  in  your  own  breaft,  you  will  find  the  moft 
convincing  proofs  in  your  letters  to  the  Secretary 

of  S - e,  and  the  Commifficners  Memorial  to 

- y,  in  the  Lords  proteft  againft  the 

G  2  repeal 
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repeal  of  the  Stamp- A61;-,  in  the  petition  of  the 
Town-hall  in  Bojion,  and  the  Governor’s  an- 
fwer  ;  in  the  Refolves  and  Addrels  of  both 

Houfes  of  P - .t,  touching  the  town  of 

Bojlon  ;  and  laftly,  in  an  affidavit  of  one  J. 
^oovey,  an  Officer  in  the  Cuftoms,  who  fwears 
to  his  having  received,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Maffachufet^s  Bay,  gratuities  for  his 
^  connivance  at  fmuggling  *. 

Thefe  crimes.  Sir  F - ,  are  of  too  deep  a 

dye  to  admit  of  being  exaggerated.  But  one 
cannot  help  affiing  for  which  of  thefe  faithful 
fervices  you  have  merited  approbation  and  ho¬ 
nour  ?  Was  it  for  your  malignant  mifreprefenta- 
tion  of  the  intentions  of  America^  durino-  the 
otamp-A^l,  or  your  repeated  mifinformations 
touching  the  people  of  your  own  Province,  with 
falfe  and  frivolous  alarms  of  tumults,  riots,  and 
treafons,  or  your  daring  infringement  of  an  ex- 
prefs  Afb  of  Parliament,  in  quartering  troops  ? 
Or  was  it  that  crafty  impofition  on  your  Council, 
to  deceive  them  into  a  co-opcration  v/ith  you  in 
violating  the  law,  or  your  moil  laudable  plan 

for  fubverting  the  G - -t,  and  making  the 

C  — -n  arbitrary?  Or,  in  fine,  was  it  for  that 
mod  daring  and  fiagitious  A61,  of  which  the 
mod  abandoned  times  furnifn  not  one  prece¬ 
dent,  the  threatening  the  reprefentative  body  of 
the  people  with  difiblution,  if  they  did  not  com¬ 
ply  with  the  terms  of  your  mefiage  ?  What  ho¬ 
nour 
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nour  and  exaltation  thefe  proceedings  really  de- 
fcrve,  1  muft  leave  to  the  future  operations  of 
your  own '  confcience,  and  to  the  difpahionate 
judgment  of  every  friend  to  truth,  to  liberty  and 
law. 

You  have  charged  the  people  of  your  Pro¬ 
vince  with  outrageous  oppofition  to  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  contempt  of  all  legal  authority  •,  and 
you  are,  yourfelf,  an  inftance  of  the  injuftice 
of  the  charge.  Your  having  been  fuffered  to 
leave  America^  without  any  mark  of  popular 
violence  or  refentment,  is  a  moft  manifefl  proof 
of  their  extreme  veneration  for  the  appearance 
of  authority  and  government.  Athens  and  Rome 

faw  frequently  fuch  men  as  your  E - y  fall 

immediate  facrifices  to  the  awakened  vengeance 
of  an  injured  people.  Nor  did  any  people,  un- 
reftrained  by  the  moft  reverential  idea  of  fove- 
reignty  and  power,  ever  fufFer  a  man  to  trample 
with  abfolute  impunity  on  their  moft  facred 
rights ;  and  by  his  violence  and  mifreprefenta- 
tion,  bring  into  danger  their  liberty,  property, 
and  lives.  Such  are  the  evils  that  would  inevi¬ 
tably  flow  from  their  being  brought  under  an 
unconftitutional  military  power,  and  being  fub- 
jecled  to  the  new  mode  of  trial  for  treafon  and 
mifprifion  of  treafon. 

Yet,  with  all  your  efforts,  you  have  not  been 
able  to  re- aft  in  New  England  the  tragedy  of  St 
G- — '"s  Fields,  Was  your  conference  with 
the  Noble  L — d,  who  is  illuftrious  for  the  firft 

exhibition 
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exhibition  of  that  horrible  performance,  to  de- 
vife  a  method  of  employing  the  troops  more  ef- 
f equally  on  your  return  to  your  government  ? 
What  elfe  has  the  Southern  department  to  do 
with  that  of  America^  which  has  a  peculiar 

S - y  ?  AS  —  y  more  acute,  it  would 

feem,  in  difeerning  and  rewarding  fervices  of  this 
kind,  than  in  the  contrivance  or  execution  of 
them. 

The  avowed  purpofe  of  your  Excellency’s 

coming  to  England^  was  to  inform  your  S - n 

of  the  ftate  of  the  Colony  in  which  you  prefided. 
Are  you  then  more  happy  in  elocution  than  in 
writing  ?  Or  is  it  deemed  dangerous  to  commit 
to  paper  any  more  fuch  plots  as  thofe  we  have 
detefted  ?  For,  as  Is/ivs  Macauley^  in  her  excellent 
Hiftory,  very  juftly  obferves,  “  There  may  be  a 
fa61;ion  for  the  C — n,  as  well  as  againft  it;* 
and  confpiracies  againft  freedom,  as  v^ell  as 
againft  prerogative.  Whoever  attempts  to 
remove  the  limitations  neceftary  to  render 
monarchy  confiftent  with  liberty,  are  rebels 
in  the  worft  fenfe  ;  rebels  to  the  laws  of  their 
country,  the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of  reafon, 
and  the  law  of  God.” 

Permit  me  now  to  take  leave  of  your  E— y, 
with  an  aftu ranee  that  I  have  fet  down  nothing 
in  malice,  hnce  I  know  you  not,  nor  am  in  the 
leaf!:  emulous  of  arriving  at  that  honour.  If  I 
have  fqmetimes  betrayed  a  little  afperity  of  ex- 
preftlon,  im>pute  it,  I  bei'ecch  your  E-— - - y. 
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to  that  honeft  indignation,  which  mnfb  arife  in 
the  bofom  of  every  friend  to  liberty  and  virtue, 
on  reviewing  the  wicked  fchemes  which  lead  to 
their  deftruftion.  In  truth,  Sir  F. - ,  I  can¬ 

not  help  regarding  you  in  the  fame  light  with 
that  incendiary  of  antiquity,  who,  in  defpair  of 
perpetuating  his  name  by  virtuous  deeds,  de¬ 
termined  to  immortalize  himfelf  by  deftroying 
that  nobleft  monument  of  Grecian  art,  the  Ephe- 
Temple.  Nor  does  it  require  a  fpirit  of  di¬ 
vination  to  foretel,  that  your  E— — y  will  be 
fimilar  alfo  to  him  in  fate  *,  who,  to  ufe  a  ner¬ 
vous  expreffion  ot  Mr  Pope^  is 


damned  to  everlajting  fame. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


Po  6'/r  E - s  B - d. 


Adarch  lyjo'. 


OUR  Excellency  will  pardon  me  for 


JL  .  troubling  you  again,  with  the  unpleafing 
reprefentation  of  your  condu61:  in  Bofton,  I  mean 
nov/  to  (hew,  with  how  much  honour*  and  truth 
you  afted  towards  the  people,  even  in  the  fa- 
cred  moment  of  immediately  reprefenting  your 
Sovereign. 

What  I  fhall  here  lay  before  the  public,  will 
be  an  additional  proof  how  becomingly  you 


filled 
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filled  the  office  of  reprefenting  Majefty,  the 
fountain  of  excellency  and  honour ;  with  what 
good  faith  you  conduced  yourfelf  towards  the 
people  *,  and  how  entirely  worthy  you  are  of 
confidence  and  credit. 

The  feleft  men  of  Bojlon^  touched  with  the 
deplorable  condition  to  which  the  mifreprefenta^ 
tions  of  their  enemies  had  reduced  the  town,  fo 
as  to  bring  it  under  the  dread  difpleafure  of 
their  Sovereign,  from  whence  it  was  furrounded 
with  Ships  of  war,  filled  with  Troops,  and  fub« 
jeded  entirely  to  military  government,  thought 
it  their  duty  to  enquire  from  what  caufes  that 
difpleafure  and  its  calamities  arofe.  For  this 
purpofe  they  prefented  an  Addrefs  to  their  Go¬ 
vernor,  in  which,  after  juftly  and  pathetically 
reprefenting  this  fituation  of  the  town,  they  pro¬ 
ceed  thus ; 

What  ftill  heightens  the  misfortune  is,  that 
our  gracious  Sovereign  and  his  Minifters  have 
‘‘  formed  fuch  an  idea  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  town,  as  to  induce  a  neceffity  of  this  naval 
“  and  military  force,  for  the  aid  of  the  civil 
Magiftrate,  in  the  prefervation  of  its  peace 
‘‘  and  good  order. 

‘‘  Your  Excellency  can  witnefs  for  the  town, 
‘‘  that  no  fuch  aid  is  neceifary.  Loyalty  to  the 
Sovereign,  and  an  inflexible  zeal  for  the  fup- 
port  of  his  Majefly’s  authority,  and  the  happy 
conftitution,  is  its  juft  charader  :  and  we  may 
appeal  to  the  impartial  world,  that  peace  and 

‘‘  order 
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“  order  were  better  maintained  in  the  town,  be- 
“  fore  it  was  even  rumoured  that  his  Majcfty’s 
“  troops  were  to  be  quartered  among  us,  than 
“  it  has  been  fince.  Such  a  meal u re  then,  we 
tc  are  perluaded,  would  never  have  been  ordered. 

“  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Britijh  Adminiftration, 

“  had  not  the  necelTity  of  it  been  drawn  from 
“  the  reprefentations  of  fome  of  his  Majefty’s 
“  fervants  in  this  Province. 

“  We  therefore,  in  duty  to  the  town  we  have 
“  the  honour  to  ferve,  refpeftfully  wait  on  your 
“  Excellency,  and  pray,  that  you  would  be 
“  pleafed  to  communicate  to  us,  fuch  repre- 
“  fentations  of  fa^s  only,  as  you  have  judged 
“  proper  to  make,  fince  the  commencement  of 
“  the  laft  year :  and  as  there  is  a  prevailing  re- 
port,  that  depofitioris  are,  and  have  been 
“  taken  ex  parte,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  town, 
“  and  particular  perfons  •,  may  we  not  alTure 
“  ourfelves,  that  your  Excellency  will,  in  ]ul~ 
“  tice,  caufe  to  be  laid  before  us  fuch  otlier  re- 
“  prefentations,  as  may  have  come  to  your  know- 
“  ledge ;  that  the  town,  knowing  clearly  and 
“  precifely  what  has  been  alledged  againfl:  if, 
“  may  have  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  it- 
“  fdf.” 

To  this  the  Governor  replies,  “  I  have  no 
‘‘  reafon  to  think,  that  the  public  tranladtions 
“  of  this  town  have  been  mifapprehended  by 
“  his  Majefty  or  his  Minifters,  or  that  their 

“  opinions  thereon  are  founded  on  any  other 

H  “  accounts. 
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accounts,  than  thofe  publifl'icd  by  the  town 
“  itfclf.  If  therefore  you  can  vindicate  your- 
felves  from  fuch  charges  as  may  arife  from 
your  own  publications,  you  will,  in  my  opi- 
nion,  have  nothing  farther  to  apprehend. 
¥ebruary  1 8, 

1769.  Francis  Bernard.” 

i 

An  anfwer  fo  general  as  this,  could  not  pof- 
fibly  fatisfy  men,  who  were  really  aiming  at  a 
difcovery  of  the  particular  charges  urged  againft 
them,  in  order  that  they  might  the  more  effec¬ 
tually  vindicate  their  conduft. 

The  feledl  men,  therefore,  preferred  another 
Addrefs  to  the  Governor,  declaring  they  were 
utterly  at  a  lofs  to  know  which  of  their  tranfac- 
tions  were  contrary  to  law,  or  to  the  Britijh 
conftitution  of  Government :  And  we  entreat 
“  your  Excellency  would  condefcend,”  fay  they, 
to  point  out  to  us,  in  what  particular  refpeft 
they  either  have  been,  or  may  be  viewed  in 
“  fuch  a  light,  that  either  the  town  may  be 
made  fenfible  of  the  illegality  of  its  proceed- 
ings,  or  that,  upon  the  moft  critical  examina- 
tion,  its  innocence  may  appear  in  a  ftill  clearer 
light.” 

The  Governor  anfwers,  I  did  not  mean  to 
refer  to  the  diforders  on  the  i8th  of  March^ 
or  of  the  loth  of  June^  but  to  the  tranfac- 
‘‘  tions  of  the  Town-meetings,  and  the  proceed- 
ings  of  the  felecl  men,  in  confequence  there- 
of.” 


It 
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It  is  unneceflary  to  dwell  much  on  the  ma- 
nifeft  abfurdity  of  this  anfwer.  The  opinion  of 
the  King,  and  of  his  Minifters,  and  the  quarter¬ 
ing  troops  upon  the  town,  is  imputed  here  to 
incidents  which  happened  not  one  month  before 
the  troops  landed  *,  that  is,  before  the  account 
of  thofe  proceedings  could  have  arrived  in  Eng¬ 
land,  But  weak  and  palpable  as  this  evafion 
appears,  it  was  the  only  refource  for  concealing 
the  real  caufe  of  thofe  meafures  having  been 
adopted  againft  the  town,  which  caufe  will  be 
feen  in  his  Letters  fince  publifhed,  and  which  he 
did  not  then  apprehend  would  ever  be  made 
public,  to  detedl  and  convidl  him. 

Thefe  anfwers  were  therefore  evidently  cal¬ 
culated  to  make  the  people  believe,  that  he  had 
wrote  nothing  againft  the  town,  nor  made  any 
reprefentations  which  could  induce  his  Majefty’s 
Minifters  to  take  this  unwarrantable  meafure, 
of  fubje^ing  freemen  to  military  government.  And 
to  make  this  impofition  fure,  he  declares,  that 
in  his  opinion,  they  have  nothing  to  fear',  if 
they  can  exculpate  themfelves  from  what  hap¬ 
pened  in  their  own  E own-meetings.,  fubfequent  to 
the  1 1 th  ^/July. 

With  what  veracity  and  honour  you  afted  in 

this  bufinefs.  Sir  F - ,  I  fliall  endeavour  to 

fhew  :  not  in  imitation  of  your  E . —  y's  can¬ 

did  manner,  by  forced  comments,  forged  tales,  * 
dark  allufions,  and  fufpicious  givings-out ;  but 
by  the  direct  and  unornamented  teftimony  of 

iWJ  one, 
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one,  who,  if  his  pure  and  perfeft  bofom  can  ad#- 
mit  even  of  the  prejudice  of  congenial  friend- 
•  lliip,  may  be  deemed  partial  in  your  favour, 
the  teftimony  of  Lord  H— - - h. 

His  L— - p  in  his  fecret  and  confidential 

I.etter  to  General  G — e,  dated  the  8th  oijune^ 
1768,  has  thtk  elucidating  vjoi'ds, 

I  tranfmit  to  you  Copies  of  a  Letter  from 
his  Majefty's  CommifTioners  of  the  Revenue, 
of  my  circular  Letters  to  the  feveral  Gover- 
nors  of  the  Continent  in  confequence  of  it  *, 
and  of  Governor  Bernardos  three  laft  Letters 
to  rny  office',  the  contents  of  thefe  papers  wiH 
evince  to  you,  how  necelTary  it  is  become, 
that  fuch  meafures  fhoiild  be  taken  as  will 
ftreno;then  the  hands  of  Government  in  the 
Province  of  Maffachufet\  Bay,  enforce  a  due 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  proteft  and  flip- 
port  the  civil  Magiftrates,  and  the  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  in  the  execution  of  their  duty.” 

And  could  you,  Sir  F-^ - ,  bearing  the  fa- 

cred  office  of  reprefenting  Majefty,  the  Imperial 
Majefty  of  Britain,  when  coyifcious  of  having  writ¬ 
ten  fuch  Letters,  thus  pledge  and  proftitute  your 
lionour,  in  the  public  avowal  of  what  you  knew 
to  be  moft  fraudulent  and  falfe  ?  Can  you  ftill 
walk  in  the  fair  face  of  day,  flill  bear  up  againft 
the  load  of  guilt  you  feel,  and  the  accumulated 
fliame,  v/hich  innumerable  detedlions  have  thus 
heaped  upon  you  ?  Retire,  Sir  F— — ,  and  hide 
the  fhame  you  cannot  ffiun  j  if  you  have  yet 

one 
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one  fpark  of  virtue  unextinguifiied,  fliew  it  by 
acknowledging, 

_ Pudet  hac  cpprcbria  nobis ^ 

Et  did  potuiffe  •,  et  non  potuijje  refdli ! 

Learn  thus  to  fpare  your  friends,  and  difappoint 
your  foes ! 

I  have  hitherto,  tenderly  I  think  you  muH 
acknowledge,  judged  your  Excellency,  and  your 
noble  coadjutor,  in  the  plan  of  befieging  bcftori, 
bv  the  friendly  evidence  only  of  each  other. 
What  I  am  now  farther  to  add  on  this  fubjedt, 

is  in  juftilication  of  his  L - p,  by  evincing 

from  your  own  Letters,  how  unavoidable  it  was 
in  him,  to  underftand  them,  as  is  mentioned 
above. 

The  Grand  Jury  at  Bojlon,  after  the  utmofi: 
endeavours  of  the  Chief- Juftice,  a  creature  ot 
his  Excellency,  to  prejudice  them  in  the  bufi- 
nefs,  as  appears  from  the  Governor’s  own  Let¬ 
ter,  refufed  to  find  a  bill  againft  lome  Erintcrs, 
charged  with  a  libel  againlt  the  Governor. 
Upon  this  his  Excellency  Vv^iites  thus  to  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State’s  Office  : 

Senfible  people,  who  have  a  regard  for 
their  country,  are  much  concerned  at  this  de- 
feet  of  juftice.  They  fay,  that  it  is  a  fymp- 
“  tom  of  fuch  extreme  weaknefs  in  the  Govern- 
ment,  that  it  affords  little  hopes  of  its  reco- 
ct  very.  And  indeed  I  do  not  expert  the  Go- 

vernment  will  ever  recover  its  authority,  with- 

out 
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out  aid-  from  fuperior  powers.  If  the  oppo- 
fition  was  diredled  only  againfl  perfons  and 
meafures,  a  reconciliation  might  and  would 
foon  take  place,  and  all  might  be  well  again. 
“  But  men  and  meafures  are  only  nominal  de- 
fendants  the  authority  of  the  King,  the  fu- 
premacy  of  Parliament,  the  fuperiority  of  Go- 
vernment,  are  the  real  objefts  of  the  attack  ; 
“  and  a  general  levelling  of  all  the  powers  of 
Gpvernment,  and  reducing  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  whole  people,  is  what  is  aimed  at,  and 
will,  in  fome  degree,  fucceed,  without  feme 
external  afTifl-ance.” 

.  Was  this  a  true  reprefentation  of  the  conduft 
of  the  people  ?  and  had  they  really  no  reafon, 
as  your  Excellency  affures  them,  to  apprehend 
any  thing  from  it  ?  Or  was  you  fo  confeious  of 
its  notorious  untruth,  that  you  did  not  dream 
of  a  wife  Minifter  giving  it  any  credit  ?  Or  was 
it  the  play  of  a  fportive  imagination,  amufing 
itfelf  in  fketching  the  great  outlines  of  a  pidlure, 
which  you  were  afterwards  to  fill  up  with  mobs 
and  riots,  the  meditated  murder  of  the  officers, 

^  f 

and  enrollments,  to  levy  war  againfl  the  King  ? 
Could  you  in  truth  think  that  attempts  to  over¬ 
throw  the  King  and  the  Government  were  not 
criminal,  and  that  the  authors  of  them  had  no- 
thing  to  apprehend  ?  Which  then  will  you  chufe, 
for  yon  can  have  no  other  alternative,  to  confefs 
\J  that  you  have  forged  thefe  moft  atrocious  charges 

againfl 
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A  againft  the  people ;  or  that  the  fafts  being  true, 
you  publicly  avow  them  to  be  innocent  ? 

Your  Excellency  continues  the  fame  drain  in 
your  Letter  of  March  19.  I  fee  fnch  an  bp- 
pofition  to  the  Commiflioners,  and  their  Offi- 
‘‘  cers,  and  fuch  a  defiance  to  the  authority  by 
which  they  are  appointed,  continually  grow- 
ing,  that  I  can  lio  longer  excufe  my  inform- 
ing  your  Lordfhip  of  the  detail  of  fafts  from 
whence  the  moft  dangerous  confequences  are 
to  be  apprehended.  I  am  juft  now,  in  the 
fituation  I  was  in  about  two  years  ago,  fure 
‘‘  to  be  made  obnoxious  to  the  madnefs  of  the 
‘‘  people,  by  the  teftimony  I  am  obliged  to  bear 
‘‘  againft  it,  and  yet  leff  expofed  to  their  refent- 
‘‘  ment^  without  any  poffible  refort  of  protection. 
‘‘  I  am  then  alked.  Why  I  do  not  apply  for 
“  troops,  as  well  to  fupport  the  King’s  Govern- 
‘‘  ment,  as  to  proteft  the  perfons  of  his  Officers. 
His  Majefty’s  Minifters  have  within  thefe  three 
years^  been  fully  acquainted  with  the  defence- 
kfs  ftate  of  this  Government,  and  therefore, 
I  truft,  I  fliall  be  excufed  leaving  it  entirely 
to  the  Adminiftration  to  determine  upon  a 
“  meafure,  which  they  are  much  more  able  to 
“  judge  of,  and  anfwerable  for,  than  I  can  be.’^ 
Here  your  Excellency  appears  to  have  Been 
repeating  thefe  mifreprefentations  for  three  years 
paft,  from  whence  you  were  fully  fatisfied  the 
Adminiftration  were  able  to  judge  whether  it 
was  proper  to  fend  over  troops  *,  yet,  when  thefe 

troops 


troops  are  fent,  you  venture  publicly  to  declare 
it  as  your  opinion,  that  fuch  a  meafure  could 
be  founded  on  no  other  accounts,  than  thofe 
publiihed  by  the  town  itfelf.”  And  could 
you  have  applied  for  troops  in  more  cogent 
terms,  than  reprefenting  your  life  in  danger 
from  doing  your  duty  ?  But  to  clear  up  all  our 
doubts  of  what  you  truly  expedled  from  your 
informations,  you  fay  in  your  Letter  of  the  3onh 
ofjuly^  1768.  As  I  have  conftantly  fent  home 
accounts  of  all  occurrences,  which  could  in- 
fluence  this  queflion  ;  I  have  concluded^  that 
a  change  of  meafures  muft  originate  dXWeft- 
‘‘  7ninijler^  and  that  the  firft  orders  for  quarter- 
‘‘  ing  troops  at  Bojlon^  would  come  from  thence.” 
.Is  it  not  fomewhat  unfortunate,  that  your  private 
conclufions  and  public  declarations  fliould  fo  to¬ 
tally  differ  ? 

You  begin  that  Letter,  Sir  F— ,  thus  : 
Since  the  firft  beginning  of  the  troubles  of 
this  town,  to  the  prefent  time,  I  have  fre- 
quently  reprefented  to  your  Lordfnip’s  Office, 
the  imprafticability  of  my  applying  for  troops, 
‘‘  either  for  the  fupport  of  the  authority  of  the 
Government,  or  the  power  of  the  Magiftracy, 
both  of  which  have  been  continually  infulted, 
and  made  contemptible  for  near  three  years 
paft.”  You  then  finifli  it  with  faying,  “  Per- 
‘‘  haps,  if  no  great  mifchief  is  done  in  the  mean 
‘‘  time,  it  may  be  much  better  for  the  troops 

to  be  ordered  from  England^  than  to  be 

brought 
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brought  hither  by  order  or  requifition  from 
any  one  in  America^  as  they  will  be  introduced 
in  a  manner  much  more  authoritative.”  Yet 
after  all  this,  you  innocently  declare  you  will 
leave  it  to  Adminiftration  to  determine  on  fend¬ 
ing  troops. 

I  have  thus  fairly  Hated  the  fafts  relating  to 
this  fubjed:,  and  with  fuch  tendcrnefs  to  your 
Excellency,  as  to  alledge  nothing  againft  you, 
but  from  your  own  Letters,  and  from  that  of 
your  loving  and  confidential  friend.  And  now, 
without  any  farther  comment,  I  muft  leave  it 
to  the  candid  readers  to  determine,  upon  look¬ 
ing  back  to  your  public  anfwers,  what  truth, 
what  honour,  and  what  virtue,  govern  the  con- 
dud  of  Sir  F— s  B— d. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


^0  Sir  F—^s  B' 


A. 


March  15,  1770, 

YO  U  have  complained,  in  your  public 
defence  againft  certain  allegations  of  the 
Aflembly  of  Majfachufet's  Bay,  that  you  have 
been  called  upon  by  anonymous  writers,  to  an- 
fwer  thofe  charges  before  the  public,  while  you 
were  endeavouring  to  obtain  a  hearing  of  them 

.before  the  King  in  Council. 

I  As 
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As  I  believe  no  writer  but  myfelf  has  called 
upon  you,  I  am  obliged  to  conceive  your  com¬ 
plaint  was  aimed  at  me  ;  more  efpecially  as  I 
am  informed,  you  lately  and  publicly  declared, 
how  much  you  was  hurt  by  the  publications  of 
Junius  Amcricanus , 

Before  I  proceed,  let  me  again  affnre  you, 
that  I  have  no  perfonal  acquaintance  or  enmity 
v/ith  Sir  F—  B— ;  that  I  have  not  the 
leafl:  knowledge  or  connedlion  with  his  accufers, 
nor  any  partiality  for  them,  more  than  what 
rnuft  arife  from  a  conviftion  of  their  having 
been  moft  injurioufly  treated.  I  have  furnifhed 
the  public  with  the  fa6ls  on  which  that  con- 
vidtion  is  founded.  If  they  are  mifrep  refen  ted, 
let  me  be  refuted.  If  they  are  undeniable,  let 
the  ftricken  deer  go  weep. 

But,  Sir  F - ,  I  am  obliged  to  tell  you, 

your  complaint  is  artful  and  malicious.  For  if 
it  means  any  thing,  it  is  to  charge  me  with  en¬ 
deavouring  to  pre-judge  a  queftion,  while  it  was 
depending  for  trial.  Now,  the  laft  paper  I 
wrote  againft  you,  was  printed  the  22d  of  De¬ 
cember.,  and  the  preceding  day  only  the  order 
for  bringing  the  allegations  to  trial  was  made, 
and  announced  the  next.  Nor  fliould  I  even 
have  mentioned  your  conduft,  between  that  time 
and  .the  trial,  had  not  a  virulent  libel  againft 
your  accufers,  tending  to  prejudice  men  againft 

them,  recalled  the  queftion,  and  provoked  an 

anfwer. 
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anfwer.  Incidentally  in  that  anfwer  you  and 
your  tranfaftions  were  expofed. 

Neither  is  it  true,  that  my  charges  againft  you 
were  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Alfembly.  Any 
one  who  will  take  the  trouble  of  looking  back 
to  the  Gazetteer  of  December  22,  will  be  con¬ 
vinced  they  are  different.  With  regard  to  the 
fteps  which  were  taking  either  by  your  Excel¬ 
lency,  or  the  Agent  for  the  Province,  I  was  not 
then  acquainted  with  them  though  I  have  fince 
been  at  the  trouble  of  informing  myfelf  on  this 
fubjedl  very  particularly  :  I  fhall  lay  that  infor¬ 
mation  now  before  the  public,  to  prevent  a 
wrong  j udgment  upon  this  matter,  which  might 
be  formed  on  certain  proceedings  intended  for 
your  j  unification. 

On  the  27th  of  June  1769,  the  Afiembly  of 
Majfachufet's  Bay,  unanimoufly  voted  a  Petition 
to  his  Majefty,  praying  him  to  remove  Sir 
p. _ _  _ _  from  that  Government,  for  re¬ 

peated  afts  of  oppreffion  therein  enumerated. 
This  was  tranfmitted  to  their  Agent,  who  pre- 
fented  it  to  the  King  on  the  14th  of  September. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  Governor  B -  pro- 

rocfued  the  Afiembly  to  January  the  lOth;  com- 
jriCT  over  to  England,  prefented  a  Petition  to  the 
King  in  Council,  accufing  the  Afiembly,  and 
praying  for  an  immediate  hearing  of  the  charges 
they  had  alledged  againfl  him. 

Accordingly  the  Petition  of  the  Houfe  was, 
on  the  25th  oiOdlober,  referred  to  the  confide- 
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ration  of  a  Committee  of  Council.  About  the 
lafl;  of  this  month,  the  Agent,  having  waited 
on  the  Secretary  of  State,  received  parole  infor¬ 
mation  of  this  reference,  which  had  not  officially 
been  intimated  to  him.  Upon  this  he  prefented 
a  Petition  to  the  King,  praying  for  due  time 
and  opportunity  to  fupport  the  allegations  againft 
Sir  F-. -  B - .  In  anfwer  to  this,  he  re¬ 

ceived  notice  the  22d  of  December^  that  the  Pe¬ 
tition  was  ordered  to  a  hearing  on  the  27th  of 
January,  The  evident  infufficiency  of  this  in¬ 
terval,  to  tranfmit  intelligence  of  the  trial  to 
Bojlon^  and  receive  evidences  from  thence,  made 
it  necelTary  to  prefer  another  Petition,  praying 
for  fome  months  delay  for  this  purpofe.  Inftead 
of  that,  it  was  ordered  peremptorily  to  be  heard 
on  the  28th  of  February,  Another  Petition  for 
time,  from  the  abfolute  and  notorious  impoffi- 
bility  of  producing  evidence  at  that  already  pre- 
feribed,  was  anfwered  by  a  peremptory  notice 
to  attend  on  that  day. 

In  the  mean  time  news  arrived  from  Bojlon,^ 
that,  by  exprefs  order  from  the  Secretary  of 
State, -the  Aflembly  was,  before  any  meeting, 
farther  prorogued  to  the  iSth  of  March,  Thus 
precluded  from  every  hope  of  receiving  inftruc- 
tions  from  his  Conftituents,  the  Agent  drew  up 
and  prefented  a  Memorial,  in  which  he  entirely, 
on  that  day,  declined  attempting  to  fupport  the 
Petition  ;  and  fubmitted  to  their  Lordffiips, 

whetherj 
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whether,  in  their  wifdom  and  jufticc,  they  could 
proceed  to  decide  upon  its  merits,  the  Peti¬ 
tioners,  unapprized,  unheard,  and,  from  an  evi¬ 
dent  neceflity,  incapable  of  bringing  whatever 
proofs  they  might  have,  to  fupport  the  truth 
of  the  allegations  they  contained. 

■  Having  thus  dated  the  fads  with  regard  to 
this  proceeding,  the  public  will  make  the  pro¬ 
per  comment.  I  will  only  fay,  that  a  man,  con- 
fcious  of  his  innocence,  would  not  have  foli- 
cited  an  immediate  trial,  when  he  was  certain 
the  truth  could  not  appear.  The  more  fully 
and  fairly  an  innocent  man’s  condud  is  exa¬ 
mined,  the  more  pure  and  perfed  muft  be  his 
vindication.  And  the  impartial  world  will  per¬ 
haps  fufped,  that  fuch  folicitude  to  fupprefs 
evidence,  could  not  arife  from  any  expedation, 
that  it  would  be  inadequate  to  the  fupport  of 
what  was  alledged.  The  Aflembly  which  ac- 
cufed  their  Governor,  aded  as  a  political  body ; 
their  political  exiftence  depended  on  him  whom 
they  accufcd  ;  and  he  manifefted,  no  doubt,  a 
confcioufncfs  of  his  innocence,  by  foliciting  and 
urging,  that  they  might  be  called  upon  to  prove 
their  charge,  at  a  time  when  he  knew  they  did 
not  exift. 

It  is  much  infilled  on,  that  if  the  Affembly 
had  been  polfelTed  of  any  proofs,  they  would 
have  fent  them  with  the  Petition.  The  caufc 
muft  be  furely  v;eak,  that  trufts  for  its  lupport 
\Q  fo ‘frivolous  an  argument. 
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For  whether  they  ever  thought  of  proof  being 
demanded,  does  not  appear.  They  prayed  their 
Sovereign  to  remove  an  oppreflive  Governor ; 
and  they  might  well  truft,  that  their  folemn 
teftimony  of  the  particular  inflances  of  his  op- 
prefTion  would  have  been  unqueftioned.  But 
if  they  conjeftured  their  allegations  would  be 
ordered  to  a  judicial  hearing,  they  muft  have 
expefted  the  common,  notorious,  and  invariable 
courfe  of  juftice.  And  this  is,  to  allow  due 
time  for  fuch  evidence  to  be  produced,  as  may 
be  neceflary  on  either  fide.  This  is  fo  ufual,  and 
fo  manifeftly  requifite  even  to  the  appearance  of 
adminiftering  juftice,  that  it  was  impolTible  they 
could  apprehend  it  would  be  denied  to  them. 
They  hardly  expedted  an  impartial  Court  would 
have  demanded  of  them  an  impofTibility  ;  and, 
in  the  face  of  that,  proceed  to  their  condemna¬ 
tion.  Such  an  apprehenfion  would  have  been 
contrary  to  the  firft  principles  of  juftice,  and  to 
the  conftant  tenor  of  judicial  proceedings, 

When  the  Houfe  of  Commons  carry  up  to 
the  Lords  an  impeachment  againft  any  of  their 
members,  do  they  accompany  it  with  their  wit-, 
neffes  ?  Or  were  a  motion  immediately  to  be 
made  and  carried,  that  they  fltould  prove  their 
allegations  on  the  fpot,  or  have  them  difmiffed 
with  cenfure,  what  would  the  world  think,  of 
their  Lordihips  juftice,  or  of  the  innocence  of 
the  impeached  ?  The  Middlefex  Petition  will 
furnifli  us  a  cafe  diredlly  in  point.  It  laid  be. 

fore 
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fore  the  King  various  articles  of  charge  againft 
the  firft  Minifters  of  the  kingdom.  Suppofe 
the  Gentlemen  who  prefented  the  Petition,  had 
been  commanded  peremptorily  to  make  good 
this  charge  in  an  hour’s  time,  and  in  default  of 
that  it  had  been  declared  an  infamous  libel,  what 
opinion  would  men  have  formed  of  the  juftice 
qP  K _ _  or  of  the  innocence  of  his  Mi¬ 

nifters  ?  And  can  it  be  in  any  man’s  apprehen- 
fion  a  lefs  mockery  of  juftice,  to  demand  wit- 
nefles  to  be  colledted  and  tranfported  from  Bof- 
ton  thither,  in  feventeen,  or  in  feven  and  forty 
days,  than  from  Middlefex  in  one  hour  ? 

I  But  it  is  faid,  the  honour  of  Sir  F - was 

'  fuffering  under  this  impeachment.  God  forgive 
us  when  we  touch  a  part  already  galled  indeed. 
He  has  made  his  honour  fo  tender,  that  it  will 
not  bear  the  touch  ;  but  flirinks,  like  the  ienft- 
tive  plant,  from  the  very  approach  of  examina¬ 
tion.  Yet  is  not  the  charafter  of  every  accufed 
or  impeached  perfon  ec^ually  under  the  fuffer- 
ance  of  imputation,  as  was  that  of  Sir  F  ■ 

B, _ _  ?  Were  the  Lords,  whom  the  Middlefex 

Petition  accufed,  lefs  tender  of  their  honour,  or 
lefs  confcious  of  their  innocence  ? 

If  this  hafty,  I  will  not  fay  unjuft,  proceed¬ 
ing  of  G - r  B - ,  be  intended  to  juftify 

him  in  the  opinion  of  the  public,  he  is  greatly 
miftaken.  The  people  of  England  abhor  injuf- 

ty  tice.  And  the  truth  ftands  like  a  primeval 

rock 
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rock  in  the  ocean,  againft  which  the  waves  may 
beat,  but  which  they  can  never  overthrow. 

Of  one  thing  I  will  venture  to  afllire  his  Ex¬ 
cellency,  that  whenever  his  conduft  comes  to 
be  judicially  examined,  he  will  find  more  deli- 
heration^  and  a  different  iffue. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


To  the  PEOPLE  of  ENGLAND. 

January  ijjo. 

IT  has  always  been  my  opinion,  that  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  England^  (however  they  might  at  firft, 
under  the  influence  of  paflion  or  mifapprehen- 
fion,  condemn  the  generous  efforts  of  the  Co- 
lonifls  in  the  vindication  of  their  liberties)  when 
rightly  informed,  would  encourage  and  applaud 
them.  The  prefent  difpofition  of  the  public, 
fully  jnflifies  thefe  fentiments  ;  a  difpofition, 
candidly  open  to  the  juft  complaints  of  America^ 
for  the  violation  of  her  conftitutional  rights,  and 
in  fpite  of  all  the  fophiftry  and  falfhood  of  in- 
duftrioufly  wicked  men,  the  people  now  wifli  to 
fee  them  red  refled. 

Many  are  the  leffer  grievances  which  America 
feels  and  refents ;  but  the  grand  one,  that  on 
which  the  reft  are  grafted,  is  the  violated  right  of 
reprefentation,  A  former  Houfe  of  Commons 

voted. 
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voted.  That  it  might  be  right  and  expedient  to 
give  and  grant  the  money  of  the  Colonifts  in  a 
reprefentative  body,  where  all  the  Freeholders 
of  America  had  not  a  fingle  Reprefentative.  That 
is,  they  voted  it  proper  to  deprive  the  Colonifts 
of  their  right  of  Reprefentation,  on  which  all 
other  rights  eflentially  depend.  The  prefent 

_ _  has  voted,  that  the  perfon  cholen  by  a 

majority  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Middlefex^  was  not  their  Reprefentative,  and  that 
he  whom  a  majority  refuled,  was  duly  elefted. 
That  is  to  fay,  the  Freeholders  have  no  right  to 
choofe  a  Reprefentative,  though  on  the  free 
choice  of  him  their  liberties  are  abfolutely 
founded.  We  complain  with  earneftnefs  and 
Itrift  propriety,  that  we  are  unjuftly  and  arbi¬ 
trarily  deprived  of  one  Reprefentative  :  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  America  (furely  with  equal  reafon)  com¬ 
plain,  that  they  are  deprived  of  all  their  Repre- 
fentatives.  We  are  juftly  alarmed  at  fo  flagrant 
a  violation  of  our  deareft  rights  •,  they  are  filled 
with  aftonifhment,  and  glow  with  indignation, 
while  they  fee  and  feel  the  total  lofs  of  every 
right  as  Englifhmen,  and  freemen.  Can  any 
one  avoid  difeerning  at  once,  how  nearly  fimi- 
lar  the  original  grievances  of  America  are  to 
thofe  of  this  country.  The  difference  lies  only 
in  degree.  The  Miniftry  have  adopted,  and 
already  executed  in  one  county  here,  Mr  G — le’s, 
or  rather  my  Lord  Bute\  plan  for  enflaving 
America.  It  were,  indeed,  the  laft  degree  of 

•  K  folly 
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folly  to  fuppofe,  that  if  arbitrary  rule  was  once 
fuffered  to  eftablifh  itfelf  in  America^  it  would 
not  fpeedily  traverfe  the  ocean,  and  finally  fix 
itfelf  in  England,  How  fliort  the  time  which 
has  intervened,  between  the  voting  away  in  the 

—  of  - ,  the  Liberties  of  America  and 

of  Great  Britain !  So  dangerous  it  is  to  admit 
flavifli  pradices  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  ; 
or  to  fuffer,  in  any  inftance,  the  vital  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  conftitution  to  be  violated.  Grafton 
and  Grenville,^  are,  indeed,  the  apparent  con¬ 
trivers  of  thofe  fchemes  •,  and  the  difference  of 
the  men,  may  feein  to  ftamp  a  difference  on  the 
meafures  *,  but  it  is  certain  they  were  both  under 
the  detefted  influence  of  the  Thane ;  and  that 
the  attempts  to  abolifli  the  conftitutional  right 
of  Reprefentation  in  this  country  and  in  America^ 
fprung  equally  from  the  arbitrary  St — t.  He 
has  fet  upon  it  his  pernicious  feal,^  and  the  im- 
preffion  is  a  rod  of  iron,^  for  the  fcourge  of  Free¬ 
men.  Without  this  malignant  influence,  the 
daring  genius  of  a  G - n  ;  the  plodding  ig¬ 
norance  of  a  G - lie  ;  and  the  immoveable 

dulnefs  of  a  Hill - gh,  would  have  been 

equally  impotent.  The  complaints  of  an  in¬ 
jured  people  would  have  been  gracioufly  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  foot  of  the  T — e  *,  and  thofe  who 
have  deceived  their  Sovereign,  and  abufed  his 
fubjefts,  would,  ere  this,  have  been  brought  to 
condign  punifiiment.  It  is  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  to  our  mutual  welfare,  that  this  cir- 

cumftance 
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cumftance  fliould  be  duly  weighed.  The  me¬ 
ditated  fubverfion  of  Liberty  in  both  coun- 
trieS)  fjpnnging  from  tne  fame  fource^  flaould  knit 
America  and  England  firmly  in  oppofition.  Our 
utmoft,  united  efforts  are  neceflary  to  ftem  the 
torrent  of  arbitrary  power,  that  threatens  now 
to  bear  down  Liberty  and  all  her  rights  be¬ 
fore  it. 

America^  I  can  pledge  myfelf  for  her,  will 
unite  with  this  country  to  the  laft  effort  of  de¬ 
termined  oppofition.  No  people  ever  harmo¬ 
nized  more  in  the  trueft  fentiments  of  loyalty  to 
the  Brunjwick  line,  as  the  eledled  guardians  of 
our  facred  conftitutibn,  founded  in  the  noble 
principles  of  Magna  Charta  and  the  Revolution. 
Yet  it  is  not  to  name,  but  to  principles  they 
are  attached ;  principles^  which  they  will  never 
fuffer  any  King  to  violate  with  impunity.  I 
am  therefore  earneft  in  recommending  to  the 
free  people  of  this  country  to  cultivate  the 
friendlliip  of  the  Americans^  who  are  purfuing 
the  fame  facred  caufe  of  freedom,  with  the  fame 
virtuous  determination  to  fuccced,  or  to  perifh 
in  the  attempt.  The  caufe  is  common,  let  us 
be  united  in  its  fupport  *,  the  Liberties  of  both 
countries  are  embarked  in  the  fame  bottom  ; 
the  fame  ftorm  that  finks  the  one,  will  over¬ 
whelm  the  other.  No  matter  whether  our  griev¬ 
ances  arife  trom  former  Adts  of  Parliament,  or 

a  prefent  — -  of  — — ,  when  the  united 

voice  of  England  and  America^  proclaims  them 
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to  be  unconftitutional  and  intolerable.  A  voice, 
impudently  ftiled  by  the  Tools  of  defpotifm, 
faction  here,  and  trcafon  there.  Thofe  writers 
would  endeavour  to  perfuade  us,  that  all  oppo- 
fition  to  the  Butea'n  fyftem  of  opprefiion,  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  difaffeflion  to  an  upright  Govern¬ 
ment  here,  and,  in  America^  from  difobedience 
to  the  juft  legiflative  authority  of  Great  Britain, 

But  when  the  condua:  of  G - -t  here  fhall 

have  been  uniformly  fuch,  as  to  alarm  the  moft 
unthinking,  and  incenfe  the  moft  moderate  ; 

when  a  Houfe  of  -  fhall  have  violated, 

towards  America,,  thofe  very  principles  on  which 
its  own  exiftence  depends,  the  principles  of  Li¬ 
berty  and  of  the  Conftitution  ;  difaffedion  in  the 
people  will  be  virtue  ^  difobedience  will  be  their 
duty.  A  higher  power  than  K — g  or  P— —  t 
may  fometimes  claim  this  virtue,  and  this  duty  ; 
the  God  of  Heaven,  who,  when  he  gave  us  the 
rights  of  humanity,  made  it  Impiety  to  furrender 
them  to  any  earthly  Being.  It  is  not  in  nature 
but  that  caules  muft  produce  their  effects  :  who¬ 
ever  would  find  the  caufe  of  thefe  difturbances, 
through  the  whole  dominion,  muft  look  for 
them  in  the  cabinet  or  Lord  B — e  ;  and  to  him 
inuft  the  coniequences,  however  great  and  ruin¬ 
ous,  be  imputed.  Imprefied  with  the  juft 
idea  of  the  fubjeft,  the  public  will  regard,  with 
equal  contempt,  the  laboured  fophiftry  of  an 
impudently  pretended  Review  of  the  American 
Controverfy,  and  the  News-paper  bable  of  an 

Old 
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Old  Mentor.  Whether  they  are  the  virtuous 
lucubrations  of  a  coxcomb  Deputy  to  a  pedantic 
Secretary  of  S — c  *,  or  of  an  envenomed  retailer 
of  German  Confiderations,  from  a  Blanket- Ware- 
houfe  ;  or  of  a  cankered  junto  of  difcarded 
American  Agents.  To  enter  into  a  formal  re¬ 
futation  of  them,  would  be  to  offer  an  affront 
to  the  common  fenfe  of  men,  who  cannot  be 
milled  by  fuch  defpicable  fophiftry ;  and  might 
difturb,  too  much,  the  repofe  to  which  oblivion 
and  contempt  has  configned  their  produftions. 
Let  us,  in  the  mean  time,  never  forget  this  im¬ 
portant  truth  ;  that  divifion  will  endanger  our 
deareji  rights^  and  aid  the  views  of  thofe  who  me¬ 
ditate  the  ahfolute  fuhverfion  of  our  facred  conjli- 
tution  \  hut  that  the  People  of  England,  and  of 
America,  united  in  their  efforts^  will  vindicate  their 
Liberties  from  every  attempt  of  a  defpotic  St — art, 
and  maintain  them  inviolate  to  the  latejl  poJlerity\ 

r 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


Lo  the  PEOPLE  ^/ENGLAND. 

January  24,  1770. 

TH  E  general  difcontent,  prevailing  at  this 
time  in  all  our  Colonies,  demands  both 
the  utmoft  attention,  to  die  caufes  that  have 
produced  it,  and  fome  effedual  means  of  re¬ 


moving 
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moving  them.  When  a  whole  people  are  alarmed 
and  aggrieved,  temporizing  is  inelFedlual  folly  ; 
their  fears  muft  be  compofed,  their  confidence 
conciliated,  their  willies  fully  met,  their  de¬ 
mands  granted.  The  redrefs  muft  he  ample  as 

the  grievance.  To  offer  them  lefs,  is  to  fuffer 

#■ 

the  fhame  of  a  refufal,  and  give  them  the  pain 
of  appearing  contumacious,  when  they  are  only 
confident.  The  demands  of  a  free  people  are 
never  to  be  trifled  with  ^  efpecially  while  they 
do  not  exceed  thofe  juft  rights,  which  it  were 
equal  impiety  and  imprudence  to  violate. 

A  manifeft  and  univerfal  determination  pre^ 
vails  in  all  our  Colonies,  not  to  fubmit  to  the 
having  their  money  given  in  any  other  manner 
than  conftitutionally,  by  their  own  Reprefenta- 
tives.  What  will  be  the  full  confequences  of 
combating  this  determination,  may  be  judged 
from  thofe  already  produced.  Confequences  too 
obvious  not  to  be  forefeen,  too  fatal  not  to  be 
dreaded.  To  urge  this  purfuit  of  a  barren  re¬ 
venue,  and  which,  being  in  its  principles  fub- 
verfive  of  what  the  whole  people  deem  their  deareft 
rights,  muft  always  continue  unprofitable,  ‘if  it 
be  not  unjuft,  is  furely  impolitic.  We  are  to 
facrifice,  without  any  profpedt  of  an  equivalent, 
the  certain  commercial  benefits  we  fliould  other- 
wife  enjoy  with  our  Colonies  •,  and  alienate  from 
us  effectually  their  confidence  and  affection  for 
ever.  And  furely,  if  by  the  iflue  we  may 
judge  of  meafures,  evil  policy  never  fet  its  feal 

with 
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with  a  ftrohger  hand,  than  on  the  late  fyftem 
for  raifing  a  revenue  in  America,  With  this 
view,  fo  many  laws  and  fegulations  have  been, 
of  late  years,  accumulated  on  each  other,  that 
much  is  to  be  done  to  eradicate  the  evil,  and 
prevent  its  creating  further  difturbance  to  the 
peace  of  the  Colonies,  and  injury  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain, 

The  firft  grievance  of  which  they  complain, 
is  the  having  their  property  granted  to  the 
Crown,  in  an  Aflembly  wherein  they  are  not 
reprefented  *,  contrary  to  the  mod  antient  and 
mod  important  principles  of  conditutional  li¬ 
berty. 

In  the  year  1763,  it  was  fird  declared  both 
jud  and  neceflary,  that  a  revenue  Ihould  be 
raifed  in  America  \  and  accordingly  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  reprefenting  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,,  proceeded  to  give  and  grant  to  his  Ma- 
jedy  the  property  of  his  American  fubjefts.  Hi¬ 
therto  the  Americans  had  been  ufed  to  have  their 
trade  and  commerce,  that  is,  the  means  of  acquir¬ 
ing  money,  regulated  to  the  intered  oi Britain,,  by 
a  Britijh  Parliament.  But  of  their  property  fo  ac¬ 
quired,  their  own  Reprefentative  only  could  difpofe. 
Here  the  line  was  drawn  between  the  fuperintend- 
ing  fovereignty  of  the  parent  date,  and  the  condi¬ 
tutional  liberty  of  her  Colonies.  Unhappily  it 
was  now  determined  to  .pafs  this  line,  which, 
like  C^far^s  pafTing  the  Rubicon,  threatened  the 

abfolute  fubverfion  of  freedom.  The  property 

of 
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of  the  Coloniftsj  however  hardly  and  fpariiigly 
acquired,  under  a  multitude  of  parliamentary 
reftridlions,  was  to  be  no  longer  in  their  own 
gift,  but  in  the  difpofal  of  a  Power  uncon- 
nefted  with  them,  unlimited,  uncontroulable, 
unamenable  to  them.  This  was  an  innovation 
truly  alarming,  as  it  ftruck  at  the  very  root  of 
reprefentation ;  which,  to  ufe  the  words  of  a 
late  writer  on  the  Middlefex  eleftion,  is  that 
great  right,  on  the  prefervation  of  which  the 
‘‘  people  muft  depend  for  the  continuance  of 
their  freedom,  and  the  lecurity  of  their  pro- 
perty.” 

With  regard  to  the  juftice  of  it,  I  have  but 
one  queftion  to  afk  ;  that  is.  Whether  the  Free¬ 
holders  of  Great  Britain  would  think  it  juft, 
that  any  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  except  the 
Reprefentative  chofen  by  themfelves,  fhould  dif- 
pofe  of  their  property  ?  The  confideration  of 
this,  will  bring  home  to  every  man’s  bread,  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  America  at  the  invafion 
of  a  right,  of  the  value  of  which  they  are  as  fen- 
ble  and  tenacious,  as  becomes  the  pofterity  of 
Britons, 

What  are  the  fentiments  of  this  nation,  touch¬ 
ing  the  facrednefs  of  the  right  of  reprefentation, 
may  be  colledled  from  the  general  indignation 
excited  by  the  fingle  inftance  of  its  violation  in 
the  Middlefex  eledlion.  And  if  the  people  here 
are  fo  difturbed  by  an  attempt  to  divert  a  fingle 
county,  in  one  inftance,  of  this  invaluable. fran- 

chife. 
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chife,  think  what  mnft  be  the  feelings  of  the 
Americans^  from  an  adual  and  formal  disfran- 
chifement  of  their  whole  body. 

.In  principle,  this  diipute  is  elfentially  the 
fame  with  that  which  fubfifted  in  the  laft  Cen¬ 
tury,  between  the  people  of  this  Country  and 
Charles  the  Phrll.  The  advocates  for  the  Crown 
exhaufted  every  argument  that  could  be  devifed, 
in  fupport  of  a  claim  fo  fundamentally  uncon- 
ftitutional.  And  indeed  the  reafonings  of  Lord 
Bute^  Mr  Grenville^  and  their  Partizans  againft 
America^  are  the  babblings  of  children,  com¬ 
pared  with  thofe  of  that  time.  Yet  the  com¬ 
mon  fenie  of  right  outweighed  in  the  minds  of 
men  the  utmoft  force  of  logical  fophiftry,  and 
eluded  every  fubtlety  and  refinement  of  artful 
declamation.  The  claim,  however,  was  urged  ; 
and  hiftory  is  rendered  illuftrious  by  the  iffue ; 
an  iffue  to  which  we  fliould  devoutly  pray,  the 
iuft  Arbiter  of  things  may  ever  bring  fuch  pe¬ 
rilous  difputes.  If  it  be  alked,  Why  the  peo¬ 
ple  v/ere  fo  averfe  to  this  power  in  the  Crown  ? 
it  muff  be  anfwered,  Becaufe  the  King  v/as  in¬ 
dependent  of  them,  unconnected  with  them, 
lave  in  a  political  relation,  not  participant  in 
the  burden,  but  profited  by  the  exorbitancy  of 
taxes.  The  fame  reafons  precifcly  govern  the 
Americans^  in  not  acquiefeing  under  the  having 
their  property  given  and  granted  by  a  BritiJJj 
Houle  of  Commons.  Nor  can  I  better  exprefs 
the  prefenc  fenfe  of  America^  tlian  by  the  lenti¬ 
ls  ments 
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ments  which  Lord  Clarendon  delivers,  as  thofe 
of  our  anceftors  in  the  cafe  of  fliip-money  : 
“  When  they  found  it,”  fays  he,  demanded 
as  a  right,  and  upon  fuch  grounds  as  every 
one  felt  were  not  conftitutional,  and  fo  loft 
the  pleafure  and  honour  of  being  kind  and 
‘‘  dutiful  to  the  King ;  and  inftead  of  giving^ 
‘‘  were  required  to  pay,  and  by  a  logic  which 
‘‘  left  no  man  any  thing  he  could  call  his  own, 
“  they  regarded  it  as  an  univerfal  grievance, 
and  an  impofition,  to  which  they  thought 
themfelves  bound,  in  confcience  and  in  juf- 
‘‘  tice  to  themfelves  and  to  their  pofterity,  not 
‘‘  to  fubmit.” 

The  fame  caufes  will  invariably  produce  the 
fame  effeds  *,  and  as  thefe  were  then  the  gene¬ 
ral  fentiments  of  England^  fo  they  are  now  uni- 
verfally  thofe  of  America,  The  King  and  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  may  differ  in  name,  but 
unlimited  power  makes  them  in  effed  the  fame, 
except  that  it  is  infinitely  more  to  be  dreaded 
in  7nany  than  in  07ie,  If  they  be  equally  un- 
conneded  with,  and  independent  of  thofe  whofe 
property  they  are  to  grant,  without  doubt  they 
may  be  equally,  if  not  more  tyrannical.  But 
the  King  can  never  be  more  independent  of, 
or  more  unconneded  with  the  people  of  Eng- 
lajtd^  than  the  Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons  is  with 
all  America. 

What  is  the  fonrce  of  confidence  in  the  Le- 
gifiature,  but  that  the  people  conftitute  one  part 

of 
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of  it,  which  participates  with  them  in  the  laws 
it  makes,  and  the  taxes  it  impofes  ?  Deftitute  of 
this  foundation,  it  can  never  realbnably  expect 
the  confidence  of  America  ;  efpecially  as  that 
confidence  is  conftitutionally  repofed  in  its  own 
Reprefentatives.  But  without  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  the  Government  muft  be  tyrannical, 
or  ceafe  to  exift. 

The  Non-elebtors  of  Great  Britain  are  vir¬ 
tually  fecure,  in  having  their  property  granted 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  becaufe  both  the 
members  of  that  Houfe,  and  their  conftituents, 
fliare  in  the  burden  of  the  grant.  This  difpenfes 
liberty  and  fecurity  to  every  individual  ;  and 
from  thence  arifes  that  univerfal  confidence, 
which  is  eflentially  neceflayy  to  the  fubfiftence 
of  a  free  Government.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
the  whole  people  of  America  are  virtually  infe- 
cure  *,  becaufe  there  is  not  only  no  participation 
with  them  by  the  givers  or  their  conftituents, 
but  an  abfolute  faving  to  both  ;  which,  as  it 
furniflies  a  temptation  to  exorbitant  demands, 
muft  hangr  over  the  Americans  like  a  baleful  me- 
teor,  perpetually  threatening  the  deftrudtion  of 
their  property. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS, 
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To  the  PEOPLE  E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

January  25,  1770. 

I  Have  fliewn  in  a  former  letter,  how  far  the 
exercife  of  this  newly  afierted  right  of  tax¬ 
ing  America  againft  her  confent,  is  confiftent  with 
juftice  or  expediency.  But  we  are  farther  told, 
it  is  necelTary.  It  is  faid  to  be  neceHary  for  de¬ 
fending  and  protedling  the  Colonies.  During 
the  late  war  what  money  they  had  to  give,  was 
granted,  for  thefe  purpofes,  conftitutionally,  by 
their  own  reprefentative  Aflemblies ;  and  it  is 
matter  of  no  fmall  aftonifhment  and  concern  to 
them,  that  the  fame  care  of  themfelves  cannot 
be  truiled  with  them  during  peace.  Then,  if 
ever,  there  was  a  neceffity  for  the  intervention 
of  this  didlatorial  power  ;  but,  under  an  able 
and  honeft  Minifler,  the  war  was  happily  con¬ 
ducted  without  it,  Indeed  the  very  fuppoficion, 
that  a  community  will  not  provide  for  its  own 
protedtion  and  defence,  is  fo  abfurd  as  hardly  to 
deferve  a  ferious  anfwer.  But  we  find  the  fame 
plea  urged  in  fupport  of  the  King’s  right  to  tax 
his  fubjefts  of  England  in  the  laft  century  *,  and 
the  fame  reply  to  it  will  fuffice  for  America^  that 
was  then  made  by  thofe  who  efpoufed  the  caufe 

of  Liberty.  ‘‘  It  has  been  faid,  that  tonnage 
and  poundage  is  not  now  granted  to  the  King, 

and 


[  77  .  ] 

and  therefore,  the  King  is  .forced  to  thefe  ex- 
‘‘  troardinary  courfes ;  though  it  be  not  granted^ 
yet  1  think  it  is  taken ;  and  I  doubt  not  to 
the  fame  intent  for  which  it  was  granted,  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom  and  guard  of  the  feas. 
It  is  objefted,  that  perhaps  the  Parliament 
‘‘  would  not  have  confented,  and  fo  the  king- 
‘‘  dom  might  have  been  loft.  It  is  not  to  be 
prefumed,  that  the  Parliament  would  deny  to 
do  that  which  is  fit  for  the  fafety  and  defence 
‘‘  of  the  kingdom,  their  own  eftates  and  lives 
“  being  in  danger.”  Such  was  the  argument 
of  a  patriotic  Judge  in  Mr  Hampden\  memo¬ 
rable  caufe  :  And  moft  furely  it  is  not  to  be 
queftioned,  without  the  utmoft  abfurdity,  that 
the  Reprefentative  of  the  people,  chofen  for  the 
purpofe,  will  more  effe6lually  provide  for  that 
defence,  on  which  their  own  eftates  and  lives 
immediately  depend,  than  a  body  remotely  con- 
nefted  with  America^  and  not  direftly  interefted 
in  its  fate.  Poor  muft  be  the  claim  which  fuch 
arguments  can  only  be  found  to  fupport ;  and 
it  would  feem,  that  this  new  condudl  towards 
our  Colonies,  is  juft  as  little  warranted  by  necef- 
fity  as  by  juftice. 

Let  us  next  confidcr  flow  far  it  is  calculated 
to  fecure  the  dependence  of  the  Colonies  on  the 
Crown  and  Parliament  of  Gveat  Bfitain,  An 
uninterrupted  couiie  of  loyalty,  unimpeached 
from  their  foundation  to  this  day,  except  in  the 
amiable  imagination  of  the  illuftrious  Governor 

Bernard^ 
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Bernard^  required  furely  no  further  fecurit)^. 
The  very  mention  of  it  was  an  unmerited  re¬ 
proach  of  an  eminently  loyal  people.  And  if, 
to  alienate  univerfally  the  affeftions  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  Americans ;  if  to  unite  them  amaz¬ 
ingly  in  one  determined  complaint  againft  the 
Legiflature  of  this  country,  be  to  fecure  their 
dependence  on  the  Parliament ;  then  has  this 
fyftem  of  taxation  moft  effedlually  anfwered  the 
purpofe  ;  for  we  hear  one  end  of  the  Continent 
re-echo  the  complaints  of  the  other  ^  and  we 
have  feen  a  Angle  meafure  effefl:  that  union  in 
a  moment,  which  from  the  different  circum- 
ftances  of  our  Colonies,  appeared  to  be  the  ar¬ 
duous  work  of  an  age. 

But  they  to  whom  thefe  commotions  may 
feem  to  ominate  the  reverfe  of  fecuring  the  de¬ 
pendence  of  our  Colonies,  will  think  it  but  com¬ 
mon  prudence  to  defifl:  from  a  meafure,  which, 
had  it  been  indeed  wifely  and  well  intentioned, 
is  unhappily  produdlive  of  the  very  evil  we 
would  fliun.  We  may  otherwife,  perhaps,  ex¬ 
perience  with  what  truth  my  Lord  Clarendon  has 
obferved,  that  “  Men  pay  too  dear  for  their 
want  of  providence  •,  and  find  too  late,  that 
the  7iegle5l  ofjiijiice  is  an  infallible  undermining, 
how  undifcerned  foever,  of  that  fecurily  which 
their  -policy  would  raife  for  themfelves,  in  the 
place  of  that  which  wifdcm  and  juflice  had  pro- 
vided  for  them.” 


We 
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We  have  thus  feen  how  little  this  fyftem  is 
grounded  either  in  necelTity,  juftice  or  wifdom. 
And,  indeed,  how  Ihould  it  be  fo,  planned  as  it 
was  by  my  Lord  Bute^  as  a  part  of  that  great 
fcheme  for  endaving  the  whole  dominion,  and 

adopted  by  Mr  G - He,  for  the  favourite  piir- 

pofes  of  corruption,  by  augmenting  the  already 
ruinous  number  of  places  in  the  gift  of  the 
Crown  ?  The  arbitrary  Thane  found  one  defti- 
tute  enough  both  of  wifdom  and  juftice,  to  exe¬ 
cute  that  which  one  or  both  of  thefe  principles 
had  withheld  all  former  Minifters  from  attempt¬ 
ing. 

As  a  friend  to  conftitutional  Liberty,  I  rejoice 
that  the  firmnefs  of  America  has  fruftrated  the 
meafure,  becaufe  I  am  lure  it  was  founded  on 
principles  fubverfive  of  freedom  *,  and  that  the 
cftablifhment  of  defpotifm  in  any  one  part  of 
the  dominion,  muft  endanger  the  rights  of  the 
whole  empire.  America^  viewed  in  its  true  light, 
is  a  nurfery  for  Britijh  Liberty,  which  it  is  our 
intereft  to  preferve  inviolable.  There,  when  fo¬ 
reign  or  domeftic  force,  which  muft  one  day 
happen,  fhall  have  triumphed  here  over  the  no¬ 
ble  ftruggles  of  freedom,  the  defperate  furvivers 
may  find  their  liberties  and  laws  preferved  from 
ruin.  There  the  Britiflj  conftitution  may  rife 
anew,  like  a  Phoenix  from  her  parental  allies, 
to  glory,  ftrength,  and  happincls. 

The  next  grievance  is  as  aftoniihing  as  it  is 
opprefiive.  It  is  no  lels  than  the  introdutiiou  of 

the 
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the  odious  and  arbitrary  powers  of  Excife  into  the 
Cujloms  (?/ America.  After  the  full  difcufTion  of 
this  matter  in  Sir  Robert  JValpole*s  time,  the  de- 
monftration  of  its  pernicious  tendency,  and  the 
general  indignation  which  his  attempting  to  efta- 
blifli  thofe  powers,  excited  here,  it  is  a  little 
wonderful,  not  that  the  northern  politician  fhould 
attempt  it  in  America^  but  that  any  Houfe  of 
Commons  fliould  aflent  to  a  law,  which  they 
knew  would  bring  every  fellow-fubjedi:  in  the 
Colonies,  under  the  arbitrary  dominion  of  the 
meaneft  fervant  in  the  Cuftoms.  I  wifh,  indeed, 
it  were  the  only  proof  how  little  tendernefs  there 
was  in  the  late  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the 
deareft  rights  of  thofe  with  whom  they  had  no 
connexion,  on  whom  they  had  no  dependence. 
Neither  they  themfelves,  nor  their  conilituents, 
were  to  fhare  in  the  hardfhips  of  thofe  laws, 
which  laid  open  every  man’s  houfe  in  America 
to  a  General  Warrant,  and  left  his  property  at 
the  mercy  of  every  infamous  informer,  and  of 
a  party  J udge.  But,  funt  lacrym^e  rerum  et  mentem 
mortalia  tangunt  %  and  the  people  of  England^  at 
large,  will  not  hear  unfeelingly,  as  their  former 
Reprefentative,  the  calamities  to  which  their 
fellow-fubjedls  in  America  are  expofed,  by  the 
violation  of  their  molt  effential  rights. 

In  the  5th  year  of  Geo,  III.  it  was  enafted, 
“  That  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  inflidted  by 

this,  or  any  other  adt  or  adts  of  Parliament,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Trade  and  Revenues  of  the  faid 

BritiJfj 
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Colonies  or  Plantations  in  America^  which 
lhall  be  incurred  there,  fliall  and  may  be  profe- 
cuted,  fued  for,  and  recovered  in  any  Court  of 
Record,  or  in  any  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the 
faid  Colonies  or  Plantations  where  fuch  offence 
(hall  be  committed,  or  in  any  Court  of  Vice-Ad- 
miralty^  which  may  or  (liall  be  appointed  over 
all  America^  at  the  direction  of  the  informer  or 
profecutorA 

Before  we  proceed  farther,  it  is  neceflary  to  in¬ 
form  the  reader,  .that  in  this  Vice-Admiralty 
Court,  a  Kings  Judge^  holding  his  place  during 
pleafure^  and  receiving  his  falary  out  of  the  money 
arifing  from  the  condemnations  in  his  Court,  de¬ 
termines  all  caufes^  between  the  Crown  and  the 
fubjecl,  without  a  fury. 

It  l:>eing  thus  put  in  the'powTr  of  the  informer 
to  have  the  caufe  brought  into  this  Court,  it  could 
hardly  be  apprehended  that  he  would  negledt 
commencing  the  profecution,  where  he  was  fure 
of  partiality,  if  not  of  injuftice  in  his  favour. 
But  to  guard  againft  a  pofTibility  of  the  lubjedl’s 
efcaping  this  tremendous  Court,  another  A£l  of 
the  8th  of  Geo,  III.  gives  the  right  of  appeal, 
from  the  Admiralty,  to  the  Vice- Admiralty 
Courts  in  their  rel'peclive  jurisdidtion.  Nor  does 
the^  tendernefs  and  attention  to  informers  end 
here  •,  but,  that  the  unhappy  American  fubjeft 
may  be  harrafled  without  hope  of  redrefs,  it  is 
provided,  by  the  46th  claule  of  the  former  Adi, 

That  if  judgment  be  given  in  favour  of  the 
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fubjeft,  and  it  fliall  appear  to  the  Judge,  that 
there  was  a  probable  caufe  of  feiznre,  the  fub- 
jedl  fliall  not  be  entitled  to  any  coils  of  fuit 
whatfoever  *,  nor  fliall  the  perfon,  who  feized  the 
fliip  or  goods,  be  liable  to  any  adtion  or  profe- 
cution  on  account  of  fuch  feizure.” 

Here  let  us  flop  and  confider  the  fitnation  of 
the  American  fubjefl  under  thefe  laws.  He  is 
expofed  to  the  malevolence  of  informers,  who 
are  tempted  to  injure  him  by  intereil  and  abfo- 
lute  fecurity  *,  the  facred  trial  by  Jury  is  wrefted 
from  him  *,  his  property  feized  for  the  King, 
and  claimed  by  him,  is  to  be  afeertained  by  a 
party  Judge,  alrnoil  bribed  to  do  him  injuftice. 
In  all  this  we  may  furely  fee,  that  neither  his 
peace  nor  his  property  were  confulted  when 
thefe  laws  palled ;  yet  they  were  as  much  con¬ 
fulted  as  he  can  reafonably  exped:  they  ever  will 
be,  where  he  has  neither  reprefentative,  connec¬ 
tion,  nor  influence. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


^I'o  the  PEOPLE  ^/ENGLAND. 


January  31,  1770. 


ON  E  would  have  imagined,  that  the  mea- 
fure  of  American  opprefllon  was  now  full, 

and  that  even  tyranny  itfelf  could  hardly  have 

wiflied 
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wiihed  to  render  property  more  infecure,  or  the 
fubjedt  more  miferable,  than  by  encouraging  and 
proteoling  Informers^  and  ejlablijhing  a  partial  Courts 
wherein^  divejled  of  his  right  of  trial  by  Jury^  he 
could  never  hope  for  jujlice.  But  as  long  as  any 
forms  of  law  in  favour  of  the  people,  obftrufted 
the  Officers  of  Revenue  in  entering  where  they 
chofe,  and  feizing  what  they  pleafed,  all  the  rights 
of  men  and  of  Britijh  fubjedls  could  not  be  wan¬ 
tonly  trampled  upon  by  thefe  kind  of  men,  who 
are  ever  ready  to  be  the  infamous  Tools  of  arbi¬ 
trary  power.  Thefe  bars,  however,  were  foon  re¬ 
moved.  An  A6t  of  Parliament  enabled  his  M — y 
to  appoint  Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms  in  America^ 
with  fuch  powers  as  he  Iliould  think  necellary  for 
colledting  the  Revenue.  Had  fuch  unlimited  power 

been  vefted  in  his  M - y  for  this  country,  the 

ufing  it  to  the  oppreffion  of  the  fubjedl  would 
have  been  reftrained,  or  might  have  been  pu- 
niffied  by  impeachments  in  Parliament,  excited 
by  the  complaints  of  the  Conftitnents  to  their 
Reprefentative.  But  to  what  Reprefentative 
ffiall  the  people  of  America  complain,  when  they 
feel  the  prefiure  of  this  iron  rod  ?  Their  Aflein- 
blies  have  no  power  over  the  Officers  or  Mi- 
nifters  of  the  Crown  *,  and  with  the  Parliament 
here,  they  have  neither  intereft  nor  power.  I 
mention  this  only  to  fuggeft  to  the  people  of 
England^  how  additionally  grievous  this  treatment^ 
of  their  fellow-fuhjcdls  in  America  is,  from  its 
lacing  in  its  nature  without  any  hope  of  a  confli- 

M  2  tutional 


[  84  ] 

tutional  red  refs.  And  they  will  then  lee,  that 
the  redrelTing  meafure,  at  prefent  adopted  by 
the  Ajnericans^  of  defifting  from  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Britijh  manufadlures,  is  not  prompted 
by  difaffeftion,  either  to  the  Crown  or  people 
of  this  country,  nor  by  a  contumacious  fpirit  ^ 
but  by  abfolute  neceflity,  as  the  only  probable 
means,  next  to  an  appeal  to  Heaven,  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  redrefs  of  grievances  that  are  not  to  be 
born. 

.  In  confequence  of  the  power  veiled  in  the 
Crown,  a  commiffion  ifllied  for  the  colleftion 
of  the  Cuftoms  in  America^  which  may  challenge 
the  moft  arbitrary  times  of  this  country  for  any 
thing  fimilar  to  it.  The  reader  will  judge  what 
liberty  or  fecurity  could  remain  to  the  fubjcdl, 
who  fliould  tamely  fubmit  to  the  following 
powers. 

We  have  further  given  and  granted,  and 
“  by  thefe  prefents  do  give  and  grant  unto  you 
our  faid  Commihioners,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  you,  and  to  all  and  every  the  Colleftors, 
Deputy  -  Colledlors,  Minijlers^  Servants^  and  other 
Officers^  ferving  and  attending,  in  all  and  every 
the  ports  or  other  places,  within  the  limits  of 
this  your  commifTion  aforefaid,  full  power 
and  authority  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often 
as  need  fhall  require,  to  adminijier  o?i  oath^  or 
oaths^  to  any  perfon  or  perfons^  for  and  concern- 
ing  the  cuftoms  and  other  duties  herein  men- 
noned,  which  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  relat- 


[  85  ] 

ing  to' the  faid  Revenues,  or  any  ufage  or 
praftice  for  the  better  collefting  and  manag- 
ing  thereof  in  fuch  cafes,  can  or  may  be  law- 
fully  adminiftcred.  And  moreover,  from  time 
to  time,  at  your  or  their  ^  or  any  of  your  or  their 
wills  and  pleafures^  to  enter  and  go  on  board 
any  fliip,  boat,  or  other  veffel,  riding,  lying, 
or  being  within,  and  coming  into  any  port, 
harbour,  creek,  or  haven,  within  the  limits 
of  this  your  commifTton  aforefaid,  and  fuch 
fhip,  boat,  or  veffel,  then  and  there  found,  to 
fearch  and  furvey,  and  the  perfons  therein 
“  being,  ftriftly  to  examine,  touching  and  con- 
“  cerning  the  premifes  ;  and  alfo  in  the  day-time 
to  enter  and  go  into  any  warehcufe,  fiiop, 
cellar,  and  other  place,  where  any  goods, 
‘‘  wares,  or  merchandizes  lie  concealed,  or  are 
fufpedted  to  lie  concealed,  whereof  the  cuf- 
toms,  or  other  duties,  have  not  been  paid, 
iyc,  and  the  faid  houfe,  warehoufe,  fhop,  cellar, 
and  other  place,  to  fearch  and  furvey,  and  all 
“  and  every  the  trunks,  chefts,  boxes  and  packs, 
“  then  and  there  found  to  break  open,  and  to  all 
and  every  other  the  matters  and  things  which 
(hail  be  found  neceiTary  for  our  fervice  in  luch 
cafes,  and  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  rc- 
‘‘  lating  to  the  faid  Revenue.” 

Now,  left  the  mention  of  laws  and  ftatutes 
fhould  feem  to  limit  thefe  defpotic  powers,  it  is 
neceffary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  there  is  not 
one  law  or  ftatute,  relative  to  American  P.eve- 

nue. 
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nue,  which  favours  or  guards  the  fubjed.  He 
can  have  no  hope  of  redrefs,  but  from  the  com¬ 
mon  law  *,  and  that  this  is  not  deemed  a  fuffi- 
cient  fafeguard,  appears  from  this,  that  Parlia¬ 
ment  has  provided  a  particular  ftatute  to  proteft 
the  fubjedt  here,  making  a  fpecial  warrant  on 
oath  neceflary  to  enable  an  officer  to  enter  a 
houfe  for  feizure  of  unaccuftomed  goods.  But 
in  America^  this  commiflion  operating  as  a  Gene¬ 
ral  Warrant,  lays  open  every  houfe,  and  what- 
ever  it  contains,  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the 
meaneft  fervant  in  the  Cuftoms. 

Bad  as  this  is,  its  arbitrary  colouring  is  ftill 
heightened,  by  making  the  Courts  and  all  civil 
Officers  fubfervient  to  their  purpofes,  as  is  done 
in  the  following  part  of  the  fame  commiffion. 

And  we  do  hereby  ftridlly  command  and 
charge  all  and  Angular  our  Officers  and  Mi- 
nilters,  who  now  have,  or  hereafter  ffiall  have 
any  office,  power,  or  authority  derived  from 
or  under  our  High- Admiral,  or  Commiffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  our  HighrAdmiral 
for  the  time  being,  as  alfo  all  and  every  our 
‘‘  Vice-Admirals,  and  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
‘‘  Mayors,  Sheriffs,  Conftables,  Bailiffs,  Head- 
boroughs,  and  all  other  our  officers  and  fub- 
jedls  whatfoever,  that  they  and  every  of  them,* 
be  unto  you  and  every  of  you,  and  all  and 
every  your  deputies,  colledors,  fervants,  mi- 
nilters,  and  other  officers,  aiding  and  affifting 
“  in  the  execution  of  the  premifes,  and  obedient 

«  to 
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“  to  your  orders  and  dire^fmts^  as  becometh,  un- 

•» 

der  pain  of  our  high  difpleafure,  and  the  ut- 

moft  perils -that  may  fall  thereon.” 

One  cannot  help  again  remarking  here  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  ftep,  outflretching  furely  any  authority, 
that  ever  yet  was  exercifed  in  the  BritiJ}j  domi¬ 
nions.  It  is  making  the  whole  civil  power  ab- 
folutely  fubfervient  to  the  meaneft  officer  in  the 
Cuftoms,  by  enjoining  complete  obedience  to 
their  orders  and  direftions. 

The  juft  indignation,  which  the  very  contem¬ 
plation  of  fuch  outrageous  powers  excited  in 
the  people,  have  prevented  the  officers  from 
daring  to  attempt  the  violences  with  which  they 
are  empowered  by  this  commiffion.  But  let  us 
fuppofe  the  people  to  have  been  conformable  to 
the  ideas  of  Governor  Bernard,  and  the  Commif- 
fioners^  fubmiffive  to  this  good  government ;  we 
might  then  have  feen  an  infolent,  though  low. 
Officer  of  Cuftoms,  entering  the  firft  man’s  houfe 
in  the  Colony,  ordering  the  Judge- Admiral,  Juf- 
tices,  to  break  open  doors,  chefts,  trunks, 
yr.  and  commit  whatever  outrage  his  brutal 
temper  might  fuggeft.  Yet  this  would  be  all 
under  the  authority  of  a  government,  which 
thefe  amiable  men  would  perfuade  the  people 
is  for  their  good,  necelTary  for  the  prefervation 
of  order,  and  perfeftly  confiftent  with  the  rights 
of  freemen. 

Thus  grieved,  injured,  and  infulted,  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  have  appealed  to  realbn  by  remonftrances, 

and 
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and  implored  mercy  by  petitions,  in  vain.  The 
fire  or  opprefiion  was  fcarce  extinguiflied  by  the 
alhes  of  the  Stamp-Aft,  before  it  was  kindled 
anew  by  another  Revenue-Aft,  with  its  defpotic 
train  of  Admiralty  Courts,  and  Commiffioners 
of  Cuftoms.  It  is  againft  this  opprefiion,  that 
America  is  now  combined  in  oppofition  •,  not 
againil:  the  juft  authority  of  Parliament,  which 
they  revere,  nor  againft  the  profperity  of  Great 
Britain^  to  which  they  have  the  moft  cordial  at¬ 
tachment. 

It  is  true,  the  Americans  have,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  difpute,  afted  often  with  a  degree  of  violence 
and  warmth,  which  may  appear  unwarrantable 
to  thofe  who  have  not  confidered  the  grievances 
which  gave  their  pafTions  birth.  As  every  means 
have  been  ufed,  it  would  feem  intentionally,  to 
irrit^e  and  inflame  them  ;  my  greateft  wonder 
is,  that  the  flame  has  not  burft  forth  with  more 
deftruftive  fury.  The  true  reafon  of  it  is,  that 
an  habitual  loyalty  to  the  Crown,  reverence  for 
Parliament,  and  affeftion  for  England,  with  which 
they  have  been  conftantly  imprelTed,  are  not 
eafily  removed.  Hitherto  they  have  vented  their 
paflion  chiefly  in  words,  and  my  Lord  Clarendon 
well  obferves,  that  Modefty  and  moderation  in 
words,  never  was  and  never  will  be  obferved 
in  popular  councils,  whofe  foundation  is  li- 
‘‘  berty  of  fpeech.”  Let  us  beware  how  we  turn 
this  tide  of  their  good  affeftions,  left  it  fhould 

bear 
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bear  down  law  and  order  before  it ;  and  produce 
confec^uences  at  which  wifdom  and  humanity 

muft  fhudder. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS, 


2"^  PEOPLE  ENGLAND. 

February  3,  1770* 

IT  has  been  fliewn  in  the  Addreffes  with  which 
I  have  troubled  the  public,  that  the  whole 
fyftem  of 'Revenue  in  America  is  completely  ar- 
“bitrary ;  and  if  fo,  I  need  not  lay  it  is  uncon- 
rftitutional.  Words  and  declarations  can  never 
alter  the  efiential  nature  of  truths  nor  make  that 
confident  with  a  free  conditution,  which,  in  its 
principle,  is  clearly  and  uncontrovertably  del- 
potic. 

We  have  feen  the  property  of  the  Americans 
granted  away  without  the  confent  of  the  people, 
or  of  their  reprefentativc,  which,  Mr  hccke  will 
inform  us,  ismanifedly  and  fundamentally  uncon- 
ditutional ;  we  have  feen  new  Courts  edabliflied 
with  powers,  not  only  incompatible  with  BrF 
tijh  Liberty,  but  with  every  principle  ol  judice  ; 
and  we  have  feen  a  commifiion  dilpenfing  abfo- 
lute  authority,  and  fubjefting  all  America^  and 
the  civil  power,  to  the  will  and  plealure  ot  five 

Commiflioners  and  their  menial  fervants. 

N  The 
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The  (late  of  the  fubjedl  then  in  A'imrica^-m^Atx 
thofe  laws,  is  this  :  he  is  to  be  tried  without 
Jury,  his  houfe  is  to  be  entered,  and  his  locks 
forced,  without  oath  or  warrant ;  his  fliip  and 
goods  may  be  feized,  and  if  ever  fo  unjuftly  or 
injurioufly,  he  is  precluded  from  an  adion  of 
red  refs  or  damages. 

This  eftablilhment  will  appear  in  its  true 
light,  by  contrafling  it  with  the  provifion  made 
by  ftatute-law,  additional  to  that  which  the  com¬ 
mon-law  would  adminifter,  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  fubjeft  in  England,  By  12  Charles  II.  ch.  19. 
it  is  enacted,  That  if  any  perfon  orperfons  fhall 
caufe  to  be  landed  or  conveyed  away  any  cuf- 
“  tomable  goods,  without  due  entry  and  pay- 
ment  of  the  Cuftoms,  then  and  in  fuch  cafe, 
upon  oath  thereof  made,,  before  the  Lord  Trea- 
furer,  or  any  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
or  chief  Magiftrate  of  the  port  or  place  where 
the  offence  fliall  be  committed,  or  the  place 
next  adjoining  thereto,  it  lliali  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  Lord  Treafurer,  to  iffue  out 
a  warrant  to  any  perfon  or  pcrfons,  enabling 
‘‘  him  or  them,  with  the  ajfftancc  of  a  Sheriff,, 
JuJiice  of  Peace,  or  Co?iJhible,  to  enter  into  any 
“  houfe  in  the  day-time,  where  fuch  goods  are 
fufpeded  to  be  concealed — Provided  always, 
that  no  houfe  fliall  be  entered  by  virtue  of 
this  A61,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  fpace  of  one  month 
after  the  offence  fo  fuppofed  to  be  committed. 
-^Provided  alfo,  that  if  the  information,  where- 

upon 
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upon  any  hoiife  fliall  come  to  be  fearchcd, 
fliall  prove  to  be  falle,  that  then  and  in  fuch 
cale,  the  party  injured,  fliall  recover  his  fail 
damages  and  ccffs^  againft  the  informer,  by 
‘‘  adtion  of  trefpafs,  to  be  therefore  brought 
againft  fuch  informer.” 

This  contraft  requires  no  comment  *,  I  will 
therefore  proceed  to  obferve,  that  the  eltablifli- 
ment  of  Vice*Admiralty  Courts,  now^  made  in 
America^  is  precifely  fuch  a  grievance  as  was  for¬ 
merly  complained  of  and  redreflfed  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  as  will  appear  from  the  i  Richard\\»  c.  5. 
Forafmuch  as  a  great  and  common  clamour  and 
complaint  hath  been  oftentimes  made  before 
‘‘  this  time,  and  yet  is,  for  that  the  Admirals 
and  their  deputies  hold  their  feflions  within 
‘‘  divers  places  of  this  realm,  as  well  within 
franchife,  as  without^  accroaching  to  them 
greater  authority  than  belongeth  to  their  of- 
fice,  in  prejudice  of  our  Lord  the  King,  and 
the  common  law  of  the  realm^  and  in  diminifli- 
“  ino;  of  divers  franchifes,  and  in  the  deftrudtion 
“  and  impoverifliing  the  common  people  *,  it  is 
accorded  and  aflented,  that  the  Admirals  and 
their  deputies,  lhall  not  meddle  from  hencc- 
forth  of  any  thing  done  within  the  realrn^  but 
only  of  a  thing  done  upon  the  feaA 

Let  me  here  afk.  What  plea  will  excufe  the 
revival  of  a  jurisdidl;ion  fo  formally  condemned 
as  opprefiive  and  iiiegal  ?  But  there  are  yet  two 
circumftances,  which  render  thofe  Courts  inli- 

N  2  nicely 
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nitely  more  oppreffive  than  I  have  hitherto  re« 
prefented  them.  For  eighteen  Colonies  there 
are,  1  think,  four  Vice- Admiralty  Courts  ap¬ 
pointed.  It  muft  therefore  happen,  that  a  man 
may  be  dragged  out  of  his  own  Colony,  into 
another,  to  aniwer  an  information  or  libel;  and 
however  unjufl;  and  malicious  it  may  be,  he  can 
liave  no  reparation  for  his  trouble,  vexation,  and 
expence.  Unlefs  it  may  be  expedted  that  a 
Judge,  whole  intereft  is  to  encourage  informers, 
will  difeourage  and  expofe  them  to  punifhmenr, 
by  not  certifying  a  probable  caufe  of  feizure : 
an  expedlation  fo  frail,  that  it  hardly  furnifhes 
a  fliadow  of  hope.  The  other  circumftance  is, 
that  thefe  Courts  may  come  to  have  jurisdidlion 
in  private  property,  in  faft,  not  relating  to  trade.* 
An  Adt  of  Trade,  2  Geo.  II.  ch.  35,  enadls. 
That  no  perfon  fliall  fell  or  deftroy  any  White 
Pine-trees,  except  only  fuch  as  are  the  pro- 
petty  or  private  perfons  :  other  pine-trees,  of 
a  certain  fize,  being  appropriated  to  the  Crown, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  navy.”  By  the  Adi  5  Geo.  III. 
ch.  15.  ‘•‘All  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  in- 
flidled  by  this,  or  any  Adi  or  Adis  of  Parlia- 
ment  relating  to  the  Trade  and  Revenues  of 
the  faid  BritiJIj  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America.,  which  fhall  be  incurred  there,  flialj 
and  may  be  profecuted,  fued  for,  and  reco- 
«  vered  in  any  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty,  which 
may  or  iliall  be  appointed  over  all  America^ 
From  the  tenor  of  thefe  two  Adis,  it  may  hap¬ 
pen, 
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pen,  that  an  information  laid  againfl:  a  man  for 
cutting  a  white  pine-tree,  though,  in  faft,  in 
his  own  land,  will  bring  it  to  a  determination 
before  the  Judge- Admiral,  and  make  him  arbi¬ 
ter  of  the  fubjecl’s  property  of  this  particular 
defcription  ;  which,  how  lubverfive  it  is  of  the 
common  law  of  the  realm,  requires  no  expla¬ 
nation. 

The  next  American  grievance,  to  which  I  fliall 
beg  the  attention  of  the  people  of  England^  is  a 
late  attempt  to  eftablihi  a  form  of  bringing  over 

V 

the  American  fubjecl,  charged  with  treafon,  or 
mifprifion  of  treafon,  for  trial  in  England. 

The  authority  on  which  this  attempt  is  founded, 
and  the  hardfiiips  that  would  attend  an  American 
fubjefted  to  it,  confpire  to  give  it  the  ftrongeft 
features  of  cruelty  and  opprefhon.  An  A6t  of 
Henry  theVlIlih,  made  before  the  Colonies  were 
in  being,  and  never  applied  to  them  fince  their 
exiftence,  is  now  declared  to  be  legal  authority 
for  bringing  over  the  Colonid  from  his  friends, 
from  the  Jury  of  the  vicinage,  and  from  all  legal 
power  of  proving  his  innocence,  to  be  tried 
amon^  llran^ers,  for  a  crime  to  which  the  law 
annexes  the  liighefl:  punifliment.  For  all  trea- 
fons,  the  law  of  the  Land  is  moll'  explicit  in  de¬ 
fining  the  crime,  and  fecures  to  the  acculed  the 
fulled  and  faired  trial.  Now,  indead  of  this, 
the  American.,  under  this  new  mode  ot  trial, 
needs  only  to  be  accufed,  that  he  mav  be 
demned.  For 
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any  power  to  ifllie  a  precept  for  bringing  wit- 
nelles  from,  or  taking  affidavits  in,  America^  the 
accufed  is  thereby  incapacitated  to  difprove  the 
charge.  I'he  Jury  of  vicinage,  fo  facred  in  the 
law,  is  ftudioufly  taken  from  him,  and  he  is  to 
iband  among  ftrangers,  prejudiced  againfb  him, 
perhaps  by  minifterial  management,  to  prove 
his  innocence  without  witnefies,  and  withftand, 
without  friends,  the  whole  influence  and  arc  of 
government.  For  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  no¬ 
thing  but  a  determined  fpirit  to  opprefs  and  de- 
ilroy  the  man  by  any  means  whom  the  laws  pro- 
tedled  from  their  unjufl:  efforts,  could  ever  prompt 
government  to  innovate  on  the  eftablilhed  mode 
of  trial.  And  it  is  a  curious  part  of  the  private 
liiftory  of  this  proceeding,  that  a  North- BritiJ/j 
L — d  drew  forth  this  rufliy  iron  rod,  for  the  un- 
juft  affliction  of  America^  which  the  honour  and 
juftice  of  England^  would  not  cxercife  over  his 
rebellious  countrymen.  In  the  rebellion,  a  fpe- 
cial  and  temporary  Aft  v;as  paffed  for  tlie  trial 
of  the  Scots  rebels  •,  fo  little  did  Parliament  think 
that  the  Aft  of  Henry  the  Vlllth  was  fufficient 
authority  for  this  purpofe  ;  or  fo  little  were  they 
inclined  to  fet  up  a  conftant  engine  of  oppreffion, 
as  is  done  with  regard  to  America^  even  againft 
a  people  fo  manifeftly  and  deeply  tainted  with 
rebellious  and  unconftitutionai  principles.  But 
the  leopard  changeth  not  his  fpots,  nor  the  mind 
of  a  North- BriiiJJj  Lord  his  tyrannical  temper. 
It  has  been  loiemnly  adjudged  in  the  Courts  of 

IVejlminijler^ 
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JVcJlmimJler^  That  no  Aft  of  Parliament,  in  which 
the  Colonies  are  not  expiefly  mentioned,  does  ex¬ 
tend  to  them  ;  and  how  much  lels  lliould  an 
Aft-  made  before  they  exifted  ?  The  Miniftry 
have,  indeed,  fuppcrced  the  fpirit  of  this  Aft, 
which  was  tyrannical,  though,  in  one  refpeft, 
favourable  to  the  fubieft  j  for  Henry  was  a  Prince 
remarkable  for  being  a  tyrant  under  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  Parliamentary  authority,  and  his  reign  fur- 
niflies  a  very  ufeful  Leffon  for  every  EngliJJman  *, 
which  he  ought  to  iludy,  that  he  may  the  better 
judge  when  tlie  fame  views  of  government  pre¬ 
vail  at  Court.  But,  under  this  new  mode  of 
trial,  fliould  the  poor  American  efcape  death,  by 
his  innocence  appearing  in  defpite  of  all  thefe 
difadvantages,  he  could  not  hope  to  avoid  ruin. 
For  American  eftates  in  general  would  not  bear 
the  expence,  which  would  attend  a  trial  carried 
on  three  thoufand  miles  from  his  refidence.  So 
that  were  this  authority  once  eftabliflied  over 
America^  it  wmuld  be  in  the  power  of  every  Go¬ 
vernor  and  of  every  Minlftcr,  to  devote  whom 
they  pleafed  to  deftruftion,  or  to  ruin.  For  the 
Minifter  or  Governor  is  in  the  place  of  a  Grand 
Jury  *,  and  a  Jury  of  ftrangers  in  that  of  the  vi¬ 
cinage.  Flow  abhorrent  this  is,  from  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  humanity,  of  juftice,  of  conllitutional 
liberty  and  law,  I  muft  leave  to  the  Icelings  of 
every  honed  bofom. 

Under  the  fenfe  of  the  grievances  I  have  al- 
readv  enumerated,  an  American  would  naturally 
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complain  in  the  very  words  which  our  anceftors 
ufed,  under  Charles  the  Firft.  “  It  is  not,”  faid 
they,  that  Ship-money  hath  been  levied  upon 
us,  but  it  is  that  thereby  Ship-money  is  claimed,' 
which  is  the  gift  and  earneft-penny  of  all  we 
have  :  it  is  not  that  our  perfons  have  been 
imprifoned,  for  the  payment  of  Ship-money, 
‘‘  but  that  our  perfons  and  lives  are,  upon  the 
fame  ground  of  law,  delivered  up  to  will  and 
‘‘  pleafure.  It  is  that  our  birth-right  is  deftroyed, 
and  that  there  hath  been  an  endeavour  to  re- 
duce  us  to  a  lower  ftate  than  villainage.  The 
Lord  might  tax  his  villain  de  h  'aiit  et  de  hajfe^ 
might  imprifon  him,  but  his  life  was  his  own ; 
the  law  fecured  him  that.^^ 

It  is  impoffible  here  to  avoid  obferving,  hov/ 
exaftly  fimilar  the  arbitrary  difpofition  of  a  Stuart 
of  the  laft  century  is,  to  one  of  this.  For,  as  I 
have  already  declared,  I  aflert  again,  that  thefe 
grievances  flow  from  the  counfels  of  a  Stuart ; 
and  are  a  part  of  the  great  fyftem  formed  for 
enflaving  the  whole  dominion  by  the  favourite 
Thane. 

I  lhall  clofe  the  enumeration  of  American  griev¬ 
ances,  with  one  which,  like  giving  and  granting 
the  money  of  the  Colonies,  ftrikes  at  the  very 
root  of  reprefentation.  This  is  the  A6l  of  the 
yth  of  Geo.  III.  ch.  59,  to  fufpend  the  legijlative 
power  of  the  AJfembly  ^?/New  York,  for  not  raif- 
ing  money  on  the  people  to  fupply  the  troops^  agree¬ 
able 
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‘able  to  an  AEl  of ‘Parliament,  If  any  power  on 
earth  is  to  command  the  Reprefentative  of  the 
people,  when,  and  in  what  fums  to  levy  mone  yon 
the  fubjeft,  how  are  they  free  ?  Or  what  is  fuch 
a  Reprel'entadve  more  than  an  inftrument  for 
executing  the  arbitrary  will  of  others  ?  For  ‘‘  a 
‘‘  Parliament”  (as  obferved  on  a  fimi- 

lar  occafion)  ‘‘  without  Parliamentary  liberties, 

‘‘  are  but  a  fair  and  plaufible  way  into  bon- 
“  dage.”  Whether  fuch  a  proceeding  be  con- 
ftitutional  or  juftly  to  be  complained  of,  on  the 
part  of  America,,  will  be  feen  from  the  Journals 
of  Parliament,  where  the  Commons  of  England^ 
in  their  own  cafe,  affert  their  privilege  againft 
James  1.  in  thefe  words :  We  hold  it  an  an- 
tient,,  general  and  undoubted  right  of  Parliament, 
to  debate  freely  of  all  matters  which  do  pro- 
perly  concern  the  fubjedl  and  his  right  of 
eftate  *,  which  freedom  of  debate  once  fore- 
clofed,  the  elfence  of  the  liberty  of  Parlia- 
‘‘  ment  is  withal  diffolved 

It  is  obvious  to  common  fenfe,  that  the  fame 
freedom  of  debate  is  elfential  to  the  liberty  of 
every  American  Affembly,  as  to  the  Houfe  of 
Parliament  *,  and  that  the  invafion  of  it,  however 
made,  is  equally  fubverfive  of  their  antient  and 
undoubted  right. 

’  I  have  thus  laid  before  the  public,  the  capi¬ 
tal  grievances  which  have,  within  thefe  few  years, 
been  heaped  upon  the  Colonies,  ^he  difpofal 
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of  their  property  againft  their  confent  *,  the  efiablijh- 
ing  Courts  and  Commiffioners  among  them^  with  all 
the  powers  that  are  inconfiftent  with  liberty  and 
law  \  the  rendering  life  as  well  as  property  infecure^ 
by  the  new  mode  of  trial  for  treafon^  &c.  and  de- 
ftroying  all  freedom  of  debate  and  determination  in 
their  provincial  ajfemblies.  Had  thefe  powers  been 
executed  by  faithful  fervants^  fupported  by  an 
adequate  number  of  peace  officers  in  regimentals^ 
and  over  a  people  fubmiflive  to  bend  their  necks 
to  any  yoke ;  we  fliould  foon  have  feen  the  here¬ 
tofore  flourifliing,  becaufe  free.  Provinces  of 
America^  wretched  and  wafte  as  thofe  of  the 
Grand  Signior’s  empire,  the  miferable  refidence 
of  flaves  and  tyrants.- 

But  let  the  people  of  England^  to  whom  the 
tyranny  of  a  few  can  be  neither  profitable  nor 
fafe,  judge  of  the  American  as  becomes  them. 
They  will  then  fee,  that  the  government  there 
ought  to  be  reftored  to  that  center,  on  which  the 
wifdom  and  juftice  of  our  anceftors  poifed  it, 
referving  to  this  country  the  fupreme  regulation  of 
trade  *,  and  leaving  to  them^  untouched^  the  difpo- 
fal  of  their  property^  and  the  facred  poffieffiion  of  the 
common  law  of  the  land. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


[  99  ] 


To  the  PEOPLE  c/  E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

March  13,  1770. 

TH  E  late  determination,  in  the  H—  of 
C - — ,  touching  America^  is  not  fo  ge¬ 

nerally  underftood  as  to  render  an  explanation 
of  it  unneceflary.  It  may  be  conceived,  that 
relief  has  been  given  to  the  complaints  of  our 
Colonies ;  from  whence  the  natural  conclufion 
will  be,  that  they  ought  to  be  fatisfied. 

That  every  man  may  be  enabled  to  judge  how 
far  this  is  true,  I  fliall  beg  leave  to  recal  to  your 
minds  the  grievances  of  America^  and  to  ftate 

the  late  tranfaftion  in  the  H -  of  C-—  *, 

from  which  it  will  appear,  whether,  in  any  de¬ 
gree,  thofe  grievances  have  been  redreffed. 

The  Colonies  then  complain,  that  they  have 
had  their  property  granted  away,  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  rights  of  Britijh  fubjefts,  without 
the  confent  of  themfelves  or  of  their  Reprefenta- 
tives,  by  fundry  A6ts,  but  efpecially  by  one  of 
the  7th  of  this  reign,  impofing  duties  on  tea, 
glafs,  paper  and  paint.  That  their  houles,  locks, 

•  were  laid  open  to  fomething  worfe  than  a 
General  Warrant,  namely,  to  the  will  and  plea- 
fure  of  every  officer  or  lervant  in  the  Cuftoms. 
That  their  property  in  trade  is  rendered  abfo- 
lutely  infecure,  by  the  eftabliffiment  of  a  Board 
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of  Commiflioners  of  Cuftoms,  with  all  the  odious 
and  opprefiive  powers  of  Excife  ;  with  Vice-Ad¬ 
miralty  Courts,  having  a' jiirisdiftion  fubverfive 
of  the  firft  principles  of  jufticc,  and  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  laws  of  the  realm,  from  the  decifion 
being  left  to  a  partial  Judge,  without  a  Jury  ; 
and  by  the  higheft  encouragement  being  given 
to  Informers  and  Cuftom-houfe  Officers,  with 
an  abfolute  fecurity,  by  law^  from  any  punilh- 
ment,  fhould  their  informations  or  feizures  be 
ever  fo  falfe  and  detrimental :  of  which  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  there  is  not,  in  the  mod 
defpotic  country  on  earth,  an  eftablifliment  at 
once  fo  cruel  and  unjuft. 

Befides  thefe  general  grievances,  there  are 
fome  which  are  local,  yet  confeqnentially  affeft 
the  whole,  and  are  equally  deftrudive  of  free¬ 
dom,  humanity  and  juftice.  Thefe  are  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  legiflative  power  of  the  Affiembly 
of  New  Tork^  for  not  obeying  an  arbitrary  man¬ 
date  ;  though  it  is  plain  that  no  AiTembly  can  be 
free  which  is  fubjed:  to  any  controul  whatever, 
but  that  of  the  people  at  large,  by  whom,  and 
for  whom  they  were  conftituted  :  the  extenfion 
of  an  obfolete  and  arbitrary  Ad  of  Henry  VIII, 
for  trial  of  trealbn,  i^c.  to  the  Province  of  Maf- 
fachufet's  Bay  *,  the  quartering  troops  in  Bolfon 
againft  law,  and  raifing  the  military  above  the 
civil  power. 

The  Americanj  were  fully  fenfible,  how  fatal 
every  one  of  thefe  meafiires  were  to  the  deareft 

rights 
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rights  of  themfelves  and  of  their  children.  But 
as  they  knew  how  many  prejudices  prevailed 
againft  them  in 'this  country,  they  confined  their 
folicitations  to  the  repeal  of  the  laft  Revenue- Aft. 
And  as  the  Board  of  Commiflioners  and  Vice- 
Admiralty  Courts,  with  all  their  detefted  train 
of  arbitrary  powers,  grew  chiefly  on  that  Aft, 
they  had  the  jufteft  reafon  to  hope’  that  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  them  would  follow  that  repeal.  With 
fuch  a  confequence,  this  Angle  repeal,  though 
it  would  not  have  entirely  redreflTed  their  griev¬ 
ances,  would  have  given  them  great  fatisfaftion. 
And  for  the  reft,  they  would  have  trufted*to 
the  wifdom,  humanity  and  juftice  of  their  parent- 
ftate.  The  Colonies,  therefore,  aflbciated  againft 
this  Aft  ;  and  all  their  orders  for  goods  were  on 
condition,  it  were  repealed.  In  confequence  of 
this,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  London^  peti¬ 
tioned  for  a  repeal  of  that 

Now  what  has  the  H— —  of  C  — —  done  ? 
They  have  determined  to  amend  the  Aft,  by  tak¬ 
ing  off  the  duties  on  paper,  glafs  and  paint  only. 
In  every  other  refpeft,  the  Aft  remains  as  before. 

It  is  therefore  plain,  that  this  meafure  does 
not  relieve  the  commerce  of  this  country,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  prayer  of  the  merchants ;  nor  redrefs 
any  one  grievance  of  which  America  complains. 
The  merchants  cannot,  in  confequence  of  it,  fl'iip 
one  flullin^’s  worth  of  the  goods  ordered  •,  and  the 
Americans  are  left  to  groan  under  every  oppref- 

fion  which  thev  felt  before. 

-  -  .  •  •  ^ 
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But  it  will  be'  faid,  there  is  Tome  alleviation 
given  in  the  quantum  of  the  tax.  The  produce 
of  the  whole  duties  in  this  Aft,  amounts  to  about 
thirteen  thoufand  pounds  a  year;  of  this  nine 
thoufand  arifes  from  the  tea,  the  article  which 
is  left  unrepealed.  The  reduftion  of  the  Reve¬ 
nue  from  thirteen  to  nine  thoufand,  is  then  the 
whole  operation  of  this  amendment.  Neither 
is  this  faving  any  thing  to  our  Colonies,  becaufe 
they  had  determined  not  to  take  thefe  articles ; 
and,  therefore,  the  next  year’s  duty  upon  them 
would  have  been  very  inconfiderable. 

I  have  thought  it  necefiary  to  explain  this 
matter  to  the  public,  that,  as  I  know  the 
ricans  will  perfevere  in  their  refufal  to  take  our 
manufaftures,  till  their  grievances  are  really  re- 
dreffed ;  that  they  may  not  hereafter  fuffer  in  the 
opinion  of  their  fellow-fubjefts  here,  from  a  mif» 
apprehenfion  of  their  having  been  already  re¬ 
lieved. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


<To  the  PEOPLE  of  ENGLAND. 


March  22^ 

I  Have  hitherto  fet  forth  the  injuilice  of  the 
whole  fyftem  of  laws  and  regulations,  which 
have  been  made  for  our  Colonies  fince  the  year 

1763. 
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1763.  I  have  (hewn  it  to  be  fubverfive  of  the 
firft  and  fixed  principles  of  Britijh  liberty,  and 
entirely  different  from  that  plan,  which  the  wi(^. 
dom  and  juftice  of  our  anceftors  eftabliflied.. 

It  was  their  policy  to  cherifli  and  conciliate 
the  aflfeftions  of  their  fellow-fubje£ts  in  Ame¬ 
rica  *,  it  is  our  folly  to  nourifli  and  enffame  their 
enmity.  It  was  their  wifdom  to  draw  riches 
from  their  Colonies,  by  making  the  mother 
country  the  center  of  one  vaft  and  affluent  cir¬ 
cle  of  commerce ;  it  has  been  our  injuftice  to 
extort  money  from  them  by  unconftitutional 
taxation,  and  to  fliut  up,  at  the  lame  time,  every 
channel  of  trade  by  which  fpecie  could  flow 
into  their  ports.  The  fyftem  of  our  forefathers 
was  like  the  golden  chain  of  Jupiter^  let  down 
from  heaven,  and  fixed  in  the  earth  for  its  fiip- 
port.  The  links  of  it  were  framed  by  wifdoni, 
and  modelled  by  juftice.  Mr  Grenville  chofe 
to  fubftitute  one  of  iron,  forged  by  injuftice  and 
oppreflion.  His  fucceflTors  feem  to  have  beat 
out  his  chain  into  a  rod  of  iron,  with  which, 
after  having  diffblved  all  former  confidence  and 
affeeftion,  they  are  endeavouring  r.o  enforce  obe¬ 
dience. 

The  confequences  of  both  fyftems,  have  been 
juft  fuch  as  common  fenfe  woulci  have  predjfted. 
Under  that  of  our  anceftors,  more  than  a  whole 
century  paflTed  away  in  mutuj  1  confidence,  mu¬ 
tual  intereft,  and  mutual  happinefs.  No  com¬ 
plaints  of  violated  rights  rung  through  the  Co¬ 
lonics  •. 
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lonies ;  no  menaces  iffued  from  the  mothef 
country.  The  military  and  naval  force  of  Great 
Britain^  was  employed  to  proteft  her  Colonies, 
for  the  commercial  benefits  fhe  received  from 
them  *,  not  to  compel  obedience  to  ufurped  au¬ 
thority,  and  to  laws  that,  being  unjuft,  make 
fubmifllon  flavery* 

But  from  the  modern  fyftem,  fprung  imme¬ 
diately  univerfal  complaints,  and  univerfal  op^ 
pofition.  Thefe  complaints  have  either  been 
infultingly  rejefted  unheard,  or  injurioufly  an- 
fwered  with  reproaches  and  threats.  Their  con- 
ftitutional  oppofition,  has  been  denominated  trea- 
fon  and  rebellion  \  fo  that  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  there  is  nearly  as  great  a  military  force 
employed  to  maintain  a  temporary  quiet  in  our 
Colonies,  as  ferved,  during  the  late  war,  to  com¬ 
bat  and  fubdue  the  power  of  France, 

In  this  fituation  it  is  doubted,  whether  we 
fliall  comply  with  the  wifhes  of  America^  by  re¬ 
turning  to  the  equitable  fyftem  of  our  anceftors ; 
or  perfevere  in  oppreffion  which  we  cannot 
juftify,  and  maintain  meafures  from  which  no¬ 
thing  but  injury  and  ruin  can  arife. 

The  public  will  learn,  with  aftonilliment  and 
indignation,  that,  at  this  time,  when  Great  Bri^ 
tain,,  almoft  defencelefs,  is  threatened  and  in- 
fulted  by  France  and  Spain,,  upwards  of  twenty 
fail  of  (hips  of  war,  cutters  and  other  armed 
vefiels,  are  employed  in  harrafiing  and  obftrud- 
ing  the  trade  of  New  England,  They  have  feized 

and 
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arid  detained,  to  the  great  injury  of  the'  fair 
trader,  twenty-three  veflels,  which  injuftice  it- 
felf  could  not  condemn,  as  not  a  fhadow  of 
charge  appeared  againft  them.  Yet  the  un¬ 
happy  fufferers  are  precluded  from  all  legal 
means  of  being  reimburfed  for  their  Ioffes,  oj* 
of  checking  thefe  cruel  and  wanton  fei^ures, 
by  the  punifhment  of  thofe  who  make  them. 

Will  Lord  H - h  deign  to  tell  us;  what  are 

his  ideas  bf  the  trade  of  our  Colonies,  which 
enables  them  to  take  annually  two  millions 
worth  of  our  manufaftures  ?  Does  he  think  it 
injurious  to  this  country,  that  he  is  thus  em¬ 
ploying  that  force,  which  ought  to  be  turned 
againft  our  inveterate  foes,  to  cruise  againft  the 
American  merchant  ?  He  will  tell  us,  perhaps, 
that  this  is  intended  againft  the  illicit  trader.  If 
fo,  why  is  not  the  law  open  in  America,  as  in 
Britain,  againft  thofe  who  make  falfe  'and  frreo- 
lous  feizures  ?  In  that  cafe,  the  unfair  trader 
only  would  fuffer  ;  now,  every  one  is  equally 
expofed  to  the  malevolence  of  Informers  and 
Cuftom-houfe  Officers ;  fo  that  this  eftabiifh- 
ment,  cannot  operate  fo  much  to  difeounte- 

riance  unfair  traffick,  as  to  abolifh  entirely  all 

• 

trade. 

The  Province  of  Majfachufet^s  Bay,  has  been 
continually  the  marked  objeft  of  minifterial 
vengeance.  This  has  arifen  from  their  having 
had,  moft  unfortunately,  at  the  commencement 

of  this  obnoxious  fyftem,  a  G— - r,  who 

eagerly 
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I  « 

eagerly  embraced  every  opportunity  of  mifre^ 
prei'enting  and  maligning  the  people.  The  op- 
poGtion  to  the  Stamp- A6lj  and  to  other  uncon- 
ftitutional  exertions  of  authority,  did  not  ori¬ 
ginate  in  that  Province ;  nor  was  it  carried  there’ 
to  a  greater  height,  than  in  almoft  every  Co¬ 
lony  on  the  Continent.  The  Governors  of  all 
the  Provinces  performed  the  fame  public  duty  ; 
for  the  minifterial  mandates  were  circular,  and 
almoft  every  Afiembly  has  been  in  its  turn 
diflblved,  for  treating  them  with  the  contempt 
they  deferved.  Yet  where  is  the  Governor, 
who  is  univerfally  odious  and  deteftable,  not 
only  in  his  own  Province^  but  through  all  Ame¬ 
rica^  like  Sir  F< - s  B - d  ?  After  this,  what 

fliall  we  fay  to  the  impudence  of  this  affertion, 
in  his  vindication  of  himfelf,  that  After  the 
oppofition  to  the  Parliament  was  adopted  by  the 
‘‘  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  it  became  impof- 
fible  for  the  refpondent,  or  any  other  Governor^ 
«  to  do  his  duty^  and  preferve  his  popularity.’* 
Now,  I  aflert,  and  defy  his  Excellency  to  refute 
it,  that  every  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  on  the 
Continent,  adopted  the  fame  oppofition,  not  to 
Parliament,  as  is  his  incendiary  ftile,  but  to  the 
infringement  of  their  liberties ;  and  that  every 
Governor  did  the  fame  duty  without  incurring 
the  odium  with  Sir  F—— s  B— d.  Ihere  is 
not-  a  fa6t  in  the  world  of  greater  notoriety  than 
this  •,  otherwife  I  would  refer  him,  for  the  proof, 
to  the  Addrefles  of  the  Aflemblies  of  Virginia 

and 
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and  New  Turk.,  after  the  deaths  of  their  Cover- 
nors,  which  fpeak  of  them  in  the  higheft  terms 
of  approbation  and  regret ;  and  to  the  example 
of  Governor  Sharpe  in  Maryland^  who,  after 
being  fuperfeded,  has  fettled  among  the  people 
univcrfally  beloved.  Had  Maj]achiifet\  Bay  been 
particular  in  their  oppofition,  farther  than  they 
have  of  late  been  particular  in  being  opprefled, 
or  had  the  abhorrence  of  Governor  B-— d’s 
condu6l  been  confined  to  that  Province,  there 
might  have  been  fome  fpecioufnefs  in  what  he 
has  faid.  But,  at  prefent,  it  is  a  daring  and  def- 
perate  affertion,  direftly  in  the  face  of  truths  of 
the  moft  public  notoriety. 

The  faft  is,  that  other  Governors  did  not 
think  their  duty  confifted  in  forging  malignant 
falfhoods*,  in  reporting  every  idle  and  mifchievous 
tale*,  in  exaggerating  every  littk  difturbance  into 
riot*,  fedition,  treafon,  and  oppugnation  to  all 
legal  government;  in  abufing  the  Council,  the 
Houfe’  of  Reprefentatives,  the  Merchants  and 
People,  as  difpofed  to  rebellion;  and' leaguing 
with  a  fet  of  deteflable  CommifTioners  and  Cuf- 
tom-houfe  Officers,  as  the  only  friends  to  good 
government;  nor  in  fending  over  an  accufation 
of  treafon  againft  five  hundred  men,  without 
having  a  ffiadow  of  proof  againfl  one.  As  other 
Governors  were  not  guilty  of  thefe  crimes,  they 
did  their  duty^  yet  preferved  their  popularity.  If 
Governor  B— d  knows  any  one  who  did  ad: 
in  that  manner,  it  will  be  a  more  feafible  caufe 

p  2  for 
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lor  lofing  his  popularity,  than  that  of  having 
done  his  duty.  And  if  the  public  fhould  be  of 
opinion,  that  an  American  Governor  has  been 
jultly  charged  with  fuch  a  conduft,  they  will  not 
hefitate  to  look  upon  him  with  that  deteftati'on, 
in  which  he  is  held  through  all  America^ .  what¬ 
ever  fanftion  may  be  given  to  hi?  crimes,  from 
the  reports  of  thofe  who  are  abettors  and  par¬ 
takers  of  his  guilt.  I  fhould  defire  nothing 
more,  than  having  this  queftion  agitated  before 
an  impartial  Englijh  Jury.  For  I  cannot  help 
regarding  another  trial  to  be  much  the  fame» 
as  if  Lord  B — e  were  to  be  tried  by  the  junto 
of  C — 1 — n  Houfe.  .'  •  :  ...  / 

It  may  now  perhaps  be  expe(5fed,  that,  as  Go¬ 
vernor  B  — ■  —  d  is  abfent  from  Bojion^  every  thing 
there  will  be  quiet  and  compofcd.  Np  more 
than  the  abfence  of  Lord  Biite^  to  compare  great 
things  with  fmall,  will  give  peace  to  this  king¬ 
dom.  Their  fatal  influence  ftill  prevails.  They 
have  unhappily  left  their  reprefentatives  in  both 
places.  The  reins  of  government  are  now  moft 
a  fill  redly  held  at  Bojlon^  by  a  fecond  Bernard- 
I  do  not  advance  this  upon  my  own  opinion,  or 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor’s 
countrymen  •,  but  upon  the  mofb  refpedable  au- 
thoritv  we  can  have  in  this  cafe,  that  of  Sir 

F— - s  B - d.  He,  in  his  letter  of  the  12th 

of  March.^  1768,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  fays. 
It  gives  me  great  pleafure  to  fay,  that  I  can 
depend  on  his,  the  Lieutenant  Governor’s, 

refolution 
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refoliitionand’Jleadinefs^  as  much  as  I  can  updn 
46  .  The  public  will,  -at  lead,  believe, 

.that  he  fpeaks  truth  of .  his  ' affociates ;  and  will 
judge. what  muft  ho.^^x.Hutchinfon's  merits,  and 
.temper,  who  could  procure  fo  warm  an  appro¬ 
bation'  from  an .  incendiary  provincial  Balhaw. 
But  we  muft  not  beTurprized,  if  the  fame  ty¬ 
rannical,  and  inflammatory  meafures  are  con¬ 
tinued  in  Bojlcn^  and  the  fame  mifreprefentations 
of  the  temper,  intentions  and  conduft  of  the 
people,  tranfmitted  hither.  The  Lieutenant  Go¬ 
vernor  has  already  given  the  moft  convincing 
•proofs,  that  his  Excellency’s  confidence  in  him 
•is  not  mifplaced,  by  proroguing  the  AflTembly 
'.which  was  to  profecute  Governor  Bernard  (with¬ 
out  confulting  the  King’s  Council)  till  the  trial 
,was  over,  and  by  pronouncing  a  peaceable  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  merchants  to  be  abfolutely  illegal. 
And  he  will'  certainly  purfue  this  honourable 
career  to  preferment  *,  though  he  cannot  but 
perceive,  what  odium  it  has  brought  upon  his 
principal:  for,  with  infinitely  more  ability,  fubtlety 
-and  addrefs,  he  is  equally  fubfervient  to  felt- 
ir.tereft,  and  holds  principles  as  incompatible 
with  the  conftitutlonal  liberties  of  the  people. 
Such  is  the  unvarnljhed  charafter  of  the  prel'ent; 
Lieutenant  Governor  in  Bojlon. 

As  an  advocate  for  the  Colonies,  and  a  friend 
to  liberty,  I  fhould  be  ungrateful  were  I  not  to 
.make  my  warmeft  acknowledgments  to  General 

Me - y,  for  his  public  and  honeft  declaration, 

that 
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that  when  he  commanded  in  Bojlon^  he  intimated 
to  a  foldier,  who  was  in  the  hands  of  the  civil 
magiftracy  for  an  offence  againft  the  laws. 
That  if  he  did  not  immediately  break  away, 
he  would  fend  a  military  force  to  feize  upon 
him,  and  execute  him  as  a  deferter.”  The 
Americans  thought  the  General  their  friend, 
and  he  has  fully  proved  himfelf  fuch,  by  this 
candid  difeovery  ;  which  mull  operate  to  con¬ 
vince  the  moft  prejudiced,  that  the  defign  of  the 
military,  and  of  thofe  who  fent  them,  was  to 
trample  on  all  laws  but  what  they  themfelves  Jhould 
decree.  The  people  of  Bojion  have  felt  this  me¬ 
lancholy  truth,  and  it  has  been  my  endeavour 
to  fet  it  before  the  public  in  its  full  light ;  but 
I  acknowledge,  with  thankfulnefs,  that  this  un- 
afked  and  unexpeded  declaration  from  one  who, 
as  he  commanded,  is  the  higheft  authority,  brings 
more  convidion  with  it  than  twenty  times  my 
proofs,  ^he  military  were  to  carry  the  law  on 
the  points  of  their  /words.  This  was  the  fimple 
and  fpirited  fyftem  of  government,  which  the 
prefent  Miniftry  had  formed  for  our  Colonies, 
inftead  of  that  perplexed,  troublefome,  obfolete 
plan  of  our  anceftors,  founded  on  the  free  con- 
ftitution  of  England. 

Before  I  difmifs  this  fubjed,  I  muft  take  the 
liberty  of  corroding  a  little  miftake  the  General 
was  under,  concerning  the  laws  of  Majfacbufeds 
Bay,  He  told  us,  his  men  were  fold  for  (laves. 
Had  he  enquired,  he  would  have  'found  the  fad 

.  ..  to 
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to  be  this :  By  the  law  in  that  Province,  wheri 
a  man  is  in  prifon  for  debt,  or  for  theft,  if  he 
can  neither  pay  nor  make  retribution,  inftead 
of  being  kept  to  rot  in  jail,  as  with  us,‘  upon  his 
own  petition^  the  magiftracy  are  empowered  by 
law  to  bind  him  to  his  creditor,  on  ftated  wages, 
till  the  fum  due  is  paid  in  labour,  and  then  the 
bond  is  cancelled.  Too  much  praife  cannot  be 
bellowed  on  the  juftice,  humanity,  and  wifdom 
of  this  law  *,  fo  that  if,  on  thefe  principles,  any 
law,  not  made  in  the  Cabinet  here,  or  in  a  Court- 
Martial  there,  could  have  efcaped  cenfure  and 
infringement  from  General  G — e  and  General 
Me— — y,  it  mull  have  been  this.  It  had  hap¬ 
pened,  I  fuppofe,  that  fome  of  the  new  legilla- 
lure,  the  foldiery  at  Bojioyi^  had,  by  plundering, 
as  they  phrafe  it,  but,  as  others  call  it,  by 
thieving,  incurred  the  penalty  of  imprifonment, 
from  which  they  had  petitioned  to  be  relieved 
agreeably  to  this  law.  And  this  is  what  the  Ge¬ 
neral  mif apprehended  to  be  felling  his  men  for 
flaves.  Had  he  condefeended  to  make  any  en¬ 
quiry  about  it,  he  would  have  found,  that  this 
law  had  received  the  King’s  aflent,  and  was  as 
valid  there  as  an  Aft  of  Parliament ;  and  that, 
as  fuch,  he  ought  not  to  have  violated  it,  with¬ 
out  an  order^  at  leajl^  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS.  • 
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To  Printer  of  the  GAZETTEER; 

January  17,  1770. 

TH  E  elaborate,  exaggerated,'  and  malicious 
account  of  a  late  riot  in  Bojlon^  publiflied 
in  your  paper  of  yefterday,  with  the  fignature 
of  Veritas^  requires  fome  explanation. 

The  public  fhould  be  informed,  that  Mr 
M — n,  the  woful  Knight  of  this  little  Romance, 
was  always  the  tool  of  Governor  B — ^d.  That 
he  has  followed  hither  his  amiable  and  fpotlefs 
patron  ;  who,  ‘  it  is  too  well  known,  has  ever 
proved  himfelf  a  generous  friend  to  the  liberty 
and  happinefs  of  the  Province,  in  which,  to' 
their  good  fortune,  he  prefided.  That  this  far 
nohile  fratrum^  are  now  endeavouring  to  fupport 
each  other’s  mifreprefentations  againfl  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Bojlony  both  with  the  Minifters  of  ftate,* 
and  with  the  public  ;  for  the  latter  of  whom  was? 
intended  the  laboured  mifreprefentation  of  yCf- 
terday.  - 

Whatever  credit  this  account  may  feem  to 
derive,  from  fome  extracts  of  affidavits  incor¬ 
porated  with  it,  muft  be  withdrawn,  when  wC 
confider,  that  they  are  not  authenticated  by  the 
name  of  any  magiftrate,  and  fhould,  in  any  event, 
be  deemed  ex  parte  teftimonies.  It  is  certain, 
that  the  other,  and  more  apparently  authentic 

relation 


who  brought  over  the. particulars  he  has  pub- 


lifhcd. 


The  public  will  therefore,  in  its  juftire,  con- 
fider  that  account  as  a  continuation  of  thofe  ma¬ 
licious  mifreprefentations,  with  which  Governor 


B— -d  and  his  tools  have  fo  long  endeavoured 


to  abufe  this  country,  and  injure  America, 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 
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JUnius  AmericanUs  has  received  the  polite, 
and  he  has  no  doubt,  the  guilelefs  invitation 
of  Veritas  *,  but  cannot  have  the  honour  of  ac¬ 
cepting  it.  He  (lands  on  public  ground,  ap¬ 
peals  to  reafon,  and  does  not  wifli  to  mix  any 
thing  perfonal  in  the  difpute.  What  fatisfac- 
tion  could  it  be  to  the  public,  that  Jmmis  Amc- 
ricanus  (hould  fee  the  authentications  of  the  af¬ 
fidavits  ?  If  they  are  fit  for  the  public  eye,  let 
them  meet  it. 

Junius  Anicricanus  may  perhaps  be  prejudiced, 
but  he  can  venture  to  allure  Vei'itas  it  is  nothincr 
of  perfonal  prejudice,  but  that  only  which  ne- 
ceffarily  grew  from  infpefting  the  flagitious  pro- 


ccedings 
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ccedings  of  Sir  F - s  B - d.  He  has  at- 

tentively  confidered  the  condudt  both  of  the 
Province  of  Majfachufeth  Bay,  and  of  their 
G - r  ;  and  he  can  well  diftinguifli  be¬ 

tween  the  faults  of  the  one,  and  the  crimes  of 
the  other. 

.  The  additional  publication  of  Veritas  is  fo 
far  from  being  fatisfaftory,  that  it  furniflies  new 
lights  to  Ihew,  that  this  account  of  a  late  riot  in 
Bofton^  is  as  mifreprefented,  exaggerated  and 
fidlitipus,  as  thofe  which  Sir  s  B— d 

before  diftorted  to  his  pernicious  purpofes.  Nor 
have  I  the  leaft  doubt,  that  the  public  opinion, 
will  juftify  mine,  when  I  have  placed  this  mat¬ 
ter  in  its  true  light. 

And  firft,  I  muft  make  the  reader  acquainted 
with  the  aftors  in  this  bufinefs.  They  are  Mr 
M~n,  a  Bookfeller  in  Bojlony  now  in  I^ondoyty 

and  always  a  notorious  tool  to  G - r  B— d  ; 

Mr  O - r.  Secretary  of  the  Province,  Keeper 

of  the  provincial  Seal ;  and  well  known  as  a 
moft  abjeft  fycophant  of  his  Excellency ;  and 
VeritaSy  or,  as  I  conjefture,  (whoever  may  have 
delivered  his  produflions  to  the  prefs,  or  fa¬ 
thered  it  with  the  Printer,)  Sir  F— — s  B . -d 

himfclf.  Thefe  are  men  fo  notorioufiy  engaged 
in  the'  bufinefs  of  riot^makingy  and  the  avowed 
enemies  of  the  people  of  Eoflon  *,  that  any  ac¬ 
count  of  that  kind  coming  from  them,  carries 
the  fufpicion  of  forgery  in  the  very  face  of  it. 

But 
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But  they  rely  on  the  Seal  of  the  Province  to 
give  it  credit.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that 
the  Seal  of  the  Province  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr 
Qr  — r,  a  declared  partizan  againft  the  town, 
and  a  defpicable  tool  to  thcG  — r.  And 
here  we  have  another  inflance  of  Sir  F — — s 
B  r  -d’s  art,  I  will  not  fay  'uuicked^  becaufe  the 
fpirit  of  his  conduft,  at  this  day,  needs  not  any 
expletive  with  the  public.  7'he  Seal  was  in  the 
hands  of  his  tool*,  he  has  it  affixed  to- his  own 
account  of  this  riot,- well  knowing  that  the  refu¬ 
tation  of  it  would  never  receive  thc'  fame  au¬ 
thentication  ;  and  therefore  muft  appear,  at  tliis 
diftance,  lefs  worthy  of  belief.  He  had  pro> 
rogued  the  Affembly  for  fix  months;  fo  that, 
no  public  inquifition.  could  be  made  into  this 
new  afperfion  on  the  town.  So  contrived,  he 
promifed  himfelf,  that  it  would  have  its  full  ef- 
fedl  in  bringing  an  odium  on  the  town- before 
it  was  detedlcd  *,  and  he  has  manifefted,  on 
many  occafions,  how  little  he  regards  the  infamy 
of  detection,  provided  the  fcheme  has  gratified 
his  vengeance.  But  hiftory  and  daily  life,  fur- 
nifh  innumerable  examples  of  v/icked  men. de¬ 
feating  their  purpofes,  by  the  very  means  they 
-take  to  promote  them.  And  thus  this  unufual 
and  proltituted,  if  not  illegal  application  of  the 
provincial  Seal  to  ex-party  affidavits,  inftcad  of 
llamping  credit  on  them,  ferves  only  to  give 
them  the  ftronger  impreffion  of  partiality  and 
.impofture. 

Le 
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Let  ns  next  examine  the  main  pillar,  on  which 
this  elaborate  fabric  refls ;  the  affidavits. 

We  are  told  that  a  Jiiftice  of  Peace,  a  par¬ 
ticular  friend  of  Mr  M—n's,  came  from  the 
country  into  Bojlon,  on  purpofe  to  take  thefe 
depofitions.  If  this  does  not  wear  the  face  of 
party,  what  does jf  fuJUce,  a  particular  friend 
of  one  of  the  parties^  fent  for  out  of  the  country  ; 
why  all  this,  but  that  they  might  examine  whom 
they  plealed,  fiame  juft  fuch  a  detail  as  they 
thought  proper,  and  keep  it  fecret,  fo  as  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  defined  effedl  from  their  forgery,  before 
it  could  be  properly  detecfted  ? 

Upon  examining  the  names  affixed  to  the  affi- 
davits,  we  find  them  too  co-operating  to  prove 
it  entirely  a  party  bufinefs.  The  deponents  are 
two  officers  of  Cuftoms,  a  printer  in  partnerlliip 
with  Mr  M — n,  a  furgcon  of  one  of  the  men 
of  war,  a  captain,  lieutenant,  corporal,  and  five 
common  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment ;  z  Scots 
merchant,  and  a  Scots  taylor.  I  miift  obferve, 
that  thefe  are  feledled  by  Veritas,  as  he  pretends, 
out  of  others ;  I  prefume  as  tiie  mofl  creditable. 

That  the  officers  of  Cuftoms  are  partizans,  is 
unqueftionable ;  for  this  is  not  the  firft  time 
they  have  fworr.  againft  the  people;  the  printer 
is  not  only  in  partnerlliip  with  Mr  M— -n  ill  his 
bufinefs,  but  notorioufiy  too  in  his  refentmcnt 
and  oppofition  to  the  nonimportation,  which 
was  the  foundation  of  this  quarrel ;  the  hated 
purpofe  for  which  the  military  were  fent.  to 

Bcftcn^ 
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Bojlon^  made  them  obnoxious  to 'the 'people ; 
and '  the  outrageous  condudl  of  both  officers 
and  men,  refpefting  the  town,  of  which  the-pub- 
lie  has  at  fundry  times  had  the  moft  authentic 
relations,  is  fufficient.to  fhew.  they  are  decided 
enemies  to  the  .inhabitants  ;  .and  that  a  North- 
Britijh  merchant  and  taylor  fhould  be  virulent 
partizans  againft  a  people  contending  for  li¬ 
berty,  cannot  be  of  very  difficult  belief., 

It  is  then  moft  evident,  .that  thefe  depofitions 
are,  to  the  laft  degree,  fufpicious ;  that  they  were 
taken  ex  parte^  appears  from  the  confeffion  of 
Veritas  himfelf;  that  they  were  made  by  a  Juf- 
tice  employed  for  this  fpecial  purpofe,  as  being 
a  particular  friend  ,of  Mr  M— n  ;  and  laftly, 
the  Seal  of  the  Province  applied  by  fuch  hands> 
gives  no  credit. 

After  having  acquired,  from  a  perufal  of  all 

his  letters,  a  familiarity  with  G - r  B - d’s 

ftile,  and  with  his  infidious  manner  of  accufing 
every  body  without  charging  any  particular,  fo 
as  to  preclude  an  immediate  refutation ;  I  am 
at  no  lofs  to  conjefture  where  this  violent  in- 
vcclive  againft 'the  town  of  Bojlon  originated. 
His  former  accounts  of  riots,  treafons,  and  dif- 
affeflion  in  the  town,  are  formed  in  the  very 
fame  mold  with  this ;  and  not  one  of  them  has 
yet  been  •  proved.  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with 
mvin"  two  inftances  of  his  manner  of  making 
general  accufations  of  the  blackeft  dye,  which, 
though  falfe,  are, .  from  their  generality,  not 
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cafily  refutable  :  It  is  well  known,”  fays  he, 

that  fame  of  the  FaBion^  foon  after  he  (Mr 
M — n)  made  his  efcape,  entered  into  a  fo. 
**  lemn  agreement  to  murder  him.  The  inten- 
tion  of  taking  out  the  warrant,  as  given  out 
by  feme  of  the  ring4eaderSy  was  td  get  him 
‘‘  (Mr  M — n)  into  the  hands  of  the  civil  offi- 
cers,  from  whom  the  mob  were  to  take  him, 
and  then  to  ufe  him  as  they  fhould  think 
proper.”  Here  we  fee  the  general  terms  of 
Faction  and  ringleaders^  as  they  fpccify  no  one, 
may  be  applied  to  any  body ;  and  therefore,  no 
particular  perfon  can  undertake,  for  himfelf,  to 
refute  them. 

If,  by  the  Fabtion^  we  are  to  underftand  thofc 
who  are  in  oppofition  to  the  Governor’s  mea- 
fures,  we  fhall  find  them  to  be  the  Council,  the 
Aflembly,  the  convention,  the  feleft  men,  the 
merchants  and  the  town-meetings.  Thefe  have 
been  varioufly  ftigmatized  by  G-— — --r  B—— d 
and  his  tools,  as  enemies  to  all  legal  govern¬ 
ment,  to  liberty  and  the  conftitution  ;  while  he 
himfelf,  with  Mr  M — n,  fome  Cuftom-houfe 
officers,  common  foldiers,  and  North-Britons^ 
are  the  only  friends  to  their  King  and  their 
Country,  the  only  well-wifhcrs  to  order  and 
good  government,  and  the  true  friends  to  the 
Province  and  to  the  people,  ^odcu7tque  ojlendis 
mihi  fu  incredulus  cdi. 

If  G _ r  B - d  intends  to  fliew  his 

talent  for  riot- making,  as  a  means  of  recom¬ 
mending 
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mending  himfelf  to  the  prefent  Adminiftration, 

I  heartily  wilh  him  fucccfs.  He  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  Riot-Maker-General,  and' fend  Mr  M:_n 
as  his  deputy  to  Bejlon. 

In  the  mean  time  I  lhall  hope,  that  I  have  6- 
tisfied  the  impartial  public,  how  little  credit  is 
due  to  his  narration  of  a  late  riot  in  Bojlon, 
with  all  its  parade  pf  affidavits,  and  the  provin¬ 
cial  Seal. 

I  have  no  acquaintance  witti  any  one  perfon 
concerned  in  any  of  thele  tranladlions  ^  and  am 
governed  in  the  part  I  have  taken,  by  a  thorough 
conviftion  of  the  pernicious  principles  and  prac¬ 
tices  of  G _ _ — r  B - d  i  and  of  the  injurious 

treatment  the  people  pf  Bojlon,  and  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  have  received  from  him  and  from  his  tools. 
Without  any  other  earthly  motive,  I  have  made 
it  my  bufinefs  to  unfold  his  flagitious  meafures 
to  the  public,  and  hold  them  up  tp  the  cpn- 
tempt  and  deteftation  they  deferve.  Till  he 
ceafes  to  be  adtively  vicious,  he  may  depend 
upon  it  I  will  never  ceafe  to  purfue  him  j  that 
he  lliould  ever  be  virtuous,  is  not,  in  his  fitua*. 
tion,  to  be  expedted. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 
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the  AMERICAN  MERCHANTS. 

t 

February  i,  1770*  • 

Gentlemen^, 

YO.U  are  at  length  convinced,  that  your  in- 
tereft  calls  upon  you,  to  exert  yourfelves 
in  obtaining  a  redrefs  of  American  Grievances. 
But  you  are  in  doubt,  whether  to  folicit  a  re¬ 
peal  of  all  the  Revenue  laws^  or  that  part  of  one 
only  which  lays  duties  on.glafs,  paper,  and  paint. 

The  reafons  for  petitioning  againft  a-  part  of 
one  Adt,  are.  That  if  the  whole  is  attempted, 
it  will  difappoint  the' repeal  of  the  part;  and 
that  the  repeal  of  a  part  will  be  fatisfaftory  to 
the  Colonies. 

Now  the  ground  on  which  you  muft  petition, 
in  cither  cafe,  fs  the  injury  derived  to  commerce 
by  that  of  which  you  complain.  If  Parliament 
is  to  be  moved  by  the  prayer  of  your  petition, 
they  will  give  you  that  relief  which  you  point 
out  to  be  neceflary.  You  are  therefore  to  con- 
fider  only  what  is  neceflary  to  the  revival  and 
relief  ot  your  commerce. 

The  injury  your  commerce '  fuftains,  flows 
from  the  aflbciations  in  America^  againft  the  im¬ 
portation  of  Britifo  manufadlures.  If  we  look 
then  into  the  caufe  of  thofe  alfociations  and  re¬ 
move  that,  the  anti-commercial  efiedls  will  ceafe. 

The 
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The  complaint  of  thefe  affociations,  fhould  be 
your  complaint ;  becaufe,  from  that  only  the 
Ioffes  you  luftain,  from  this  interruption  of  com¬ 
merce  is  derived.  Now  there  is  not  one  affocia- 
tion  or  public  ad:,  which  mentions  the  taking 
off  the  duties  on  glafs,  paper,  and  paint  only, 
as  a  remedy  of  their  grievances.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  Bo!fon^  fince 
the  minifterial  promife  to  this  effed:  was  made 
public  in  America^  voted  in  their  Meeting  on 
the  25th  of  Jul)\  That  the  taking  off  the  duties 
on  thefe  articles,  will  by  no  means  relieve  the 
trade  •,*  therefore  they  relblve  to  adhere  to  their 
agreement  againfl:  importation.  And  previous 
to  this,  the  Committee  of  Merchants  at  Phila- 
delphia^,  in  their  Letter  of  the  5th  of  June^  to  the 
Committee  here,  exprefly  fay,  that  confining 
yourfelvcs  to  the  Acl,  laying  a  duty  on  glafs, 
paper,  and  paint,  and  taking  no  notice  of 
‘‘  others  of  a  fim'uar  nature^  will  not  fatisfy  the' 
‘‘  Americans  A 

With  thefe  public  evidences  of  the  infuffi- 
ciency  of  obtaining  a  partial  repeal,  it  is  fruit- 
kfs  to  make  the  attempt.  I  cannot  tliink  that 
any  man  will  on  a  nmment’s  confideration,  op- 
pofe  to  theje  public  authorities^  the  information 
of  private  indvviduals.  Every  one  knows,  that 
neither  the  cuinion  nor  iiuercfts  of  individuals 

A 

fhould  weierh  atrainfl:  thofe  of  the  bodv  at  laree  : 
that  the  Merchants  here  as  a  body  are  to  be  go¬ 
verned  by  public  evidence,  not  by  private  infi- 

II  n  nations, 
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linviations and  that  the  report  of  individuals 
contradicting  in  'private  what  they  have  figned  in 
public^  is  a  treacherous  condu6l,  which  muft  be 
prompted  by  felf-intereft,  orfelf-opinion,  and  bet¬ 
ter  deierves  contempt  than  credit. 

Having  thus  Ihewn,  that  a  partial  repeal  will 
not  lufiice  to  allay  the  difeontent  of  our  Colonies ; 
let  us  next  examine  what  will  be  adequate  to 
this  defirable  end.  To  this  purpofe,  let  me  ob- 
ferve,  that  what  the  Americans  really  complain 
of,  is  the  raifing  a  Revenue  upon  them  without 
their  confent.  Every  R.evenue-A(5t,  therefore, 
in  which  this  principle  is  avowed,  is  obnoxious, 
will  keep  up  the  difeontent  of  our  Colonies,  .and 
prevent  the  re-eftablifliment  of  our  trade.  Such 
A£ls  then  are  anti-commercial,  and  for  that 
reafon  ought  to  be  the  fubjefl-matter  of  your 
petition. 

To  convince  you  that  this  is  the  expeftation 
of  America^  I  may  refer  you  to  the  general  and 
conftant  tenor  of  their  affociations,  inftrudlions 
and  refolves.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  recit- 
ing  them  all  here,  but  thofe  which  I  fhall  give 
are  fo  explicit  and  authoritative,  that  they  will, 
I  conceive,  remove  every  lliadovv  of  doubt  on 
this  fubjed-. 

The  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  Town  of 
Boftoity  at  their  meeting  on  the  26th  oijnly^  fay, 
they  had  reafon  to  exped,  “  that  all  the  Ads 
“  impofing  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the 

Colonies,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  Reve^ 
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nue  in  America^  would  be  repealed  *,  and  it  is 
voted,  That  they  will  fend  no  orders  for  any 
goods  contrary  to  their  agreement,  iinlefs  the 
‘‘  Revenue-Afts  are  repealed.” 

The  Committee  of  Merchants  in  Philadelphiay 
in  their  excellent  Letter  of  the  8th  of  Aprily 
inform  you,  that  the  Americans  confider 
themfelves  as  Britijh  fubjefts,  intitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  freemen.  They 
think  there  can  be  no  liberty  without  a  fecu- 
rity  of  property  *,  and  that  there  can  be  no 
property,  if  any  can,  without  their  confenr, 
deprive  them  of  the  hard-earn’d  fruit  of 
their  labour.  They  know  that  they  have  no 
choice  in  the  elet5lion  of  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment,  and  from  their  fituation  never  can 
have  any ;  every  A6l  of  Parliament,  there- 
fore,  that  is  made  for  raifing  a  Reveiiue  i.-i 
America^  is,  in  their  opinion,  a  depriving 
‘‘  them  of  their  property  without  their  confenr, 
and  confequently  an  invafion  of  their  liberty. 
“  If  then  the  Ads  cannot  be  repealed  wdiile 
‘‘  the  Miniftry  objeds,  and  if  to  remove  their 
“  objedions  the  Americans  muft  give  up  their 
fentiments,  we  mult  candidly  confefs,  we  have 
“  little  hopes  of  a  repeal  ever  taking  place. 
Much  lefs  is  it  to  be  expeded  that  the  Mer- 
chants  will  prefume  to  petition  Parlianienr, 
on  the  principle  of  inexpediency  only^  wdien  every 
Afiembly  on  the  Continent,  are  applying  for 
a  repeal  on  the  principle  of  right*  The  Mer- 
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“  chants  are  too  fenfible  how  jealous  the 
‘‘  ricans  are ’of.  their  liberty,  ever  to  hazard 
‘5  fuch  a  ftep.  We  apprehend  that  advantage 
may  have  been  taken  from  a  fuppofed  dif- 
union  of  the  Colonies,  and  therefore  think  it 
our  duty  to  inform  you,  that  the  Merchants 
‘‘  of  this  Province,  have  always  agreed  with  the 
other  Colonifts  in  opinion,  that  the  late  Re- 
venue- A6ts  were-unconftitutional,  though  they 
refufed  to  adopt  a  meafure  which  at  one  time 
they  believed  to  be  premature.” 

This  Letter  is  hgned  by  the  principal  Mer¬ 
chants,  Qtiakers  as  well  as  others.  You  may 
perceive  the  principle  on  which  .'they  proceed, 
is  that  which  I  have  already  mentioned.  And 
as  every  one  mufl:  know,  that  nothing  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  alter  this  principle,  it  cannot  be  pre¬ 
fumed  that  they  have  changed  their  fentiments 
and  determinations  founded  upon  it ;  nor  that 
any  repeal,  but  that  of  dll  the  Ads  pafTed  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  Revenue  upon  them,  w^ili 
fatisfy  their  expedations,  and  diffolve  their  af- 
fociations  againft  importation  ;  and  if  any  indi¬ 
viduals  here  or  there,  who  have  fet  their  hands 
to  this  agreement,  fhall  tell  you  that  a  partial 
repeal  will  fuffice,  their  information  muft  be 
bad,  and  their  ti-eachcry  is  too  evident  not  to 
merit  and  m.eet  your  difapprobation.  For  can 
any  one  ferioufly  think,  that  the  evafive  promife 
of  a  Minifter,  who  happily  is  to-day,  and  to¬ 
morrow  is  not,  could  delude  wife  men  into  a 
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change  of  meafures,  grounded  upon  the  matureft 
deliberation,  and  the  foundeft  principles  ? 

The  aiTociation  of  Virginia  is  alfo  exprefs  in 
this  particular,  That  they  will  not  at  any  time 
hereafter,  direclly  or  indiredlly,  import  or 
caule  to  be  imported,  any  manner  of  goods, 
which  are,  or  fliall  hereafter  be  taxed 
by  A(5l  of  Parliament,  for  the  purpofe  of 
raifing  a  Revenue  in  America^  nor  purchafc 
any  fuch,  but  fhall  always  confider  fuch  tax-^ 
‘‘  ation,  in  every  refpeft,  as  an  abfolute  prohi- 
bition.”  It  is  well  known  how  the  other  Co¬ 
lonies  have  harmonized  with  Virgmia^  as  well  in 
this  as  in  the  Refolves  of  their  Alfembly,  againft 
the  principle  of  raifing  a  Revenue  upon  them 
againft  their  confent. 

From  thefe  moft  authoritative  proofs  the  fen- 
timents  of  America  are  manifeft  *,  and  it  is  ful> 
mitted  to  your  wifdom,  whether  attempting  a 
partial  repeal  will  not  be  labour  in  vain,  when 
it  is  plain  that  nothing  but  a  general  repeal  will 
anfwer  your  purpofe  of  reftoring  commerce  to 
its  former  tide. 

It  has  been  propofed  to  you  to  wait  upon  the 
Minifter,  and  a6l  as  he  fhall  advife.  What  you 
would  wifla  in  an  advifer  is  fincerity  and  know¬ 
ledge.  Do  you  expeft  more  knowledge  of  your 
own  affairs  in  the  Minifter,  than  you  find  in  your- 
felves  ?  or  w'ill  you  hope  to  meet  fincerity  in  a 
Courtier  ?  the  contrary  of  which  is  fo  proverbial, 
that  a  fchool-boy  would  be  chafiifed  for  any  re¬ 
liance 
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liancc  on  it.  How  then  is  a  Minifter  a  proper 
Counfellor,  or  what  elfe  will  he  counfel  you  to 
do,  but  that  which  moft  promotes  his  private 
intereft,  of  fupports  his  particular  opinion  ?  He 
will  regard  and  ufe  you  as  his  tools.  I  would 
wifli  to  remind  you  how  little  fuch  a  proceeding 
becomes  the  dignity  of  fome  of  the  firft  Mer¬ 
chants  of  the  firft  trading  city  in  the  firft  com¬ 
mercial  kingdom  in  the  Univerfe.  But  the  Mi¬ 
nifter  is  to  tell  you  whether  it  is  agreeable  and 
expedient.  It  is  your  part  to  confider  only  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  ufeful  and  neceflary  *,  if  it  is  fo,  let  the 
reft  be  fubmitted  to  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of 
Parliament.  Be  juftly  fenfible  of  your  own  weight, 
a6l  an  independent  part,  and  fcorn  to  be  the  tools 
or  fervilely  to  wait  on  the  nod  of  any  minifter. 
Will  he  reimburfe  you  for  the  Ioffes  your  delay 
will  infallibly  occafion  ?  Some  perhaps  he  may, 
which  prompts  their  affiduity  in  deluding  you 
into  fo  unwife  and  unbecoming  a  meafure. 

Upon  the  whole.  Gentlemen,  I  hope  you  will 
be  fatisfied,  that  it  is  your  intereft  to  apply  for 
a  repeal  of  all  the  Revenue- A6ls  ;  and  that  any 
application  to  the  Minifter  is  neither  wife  nor 
eligible. 

JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 


[  127  ] 


^0  the  Right  Honour ahU  Author  of  a  hte  S;peech. 


December  12,  1769. 

However  condltutional,  virtuous,  or 
commendable,  the  prefenc  oppofition  to  a 
wicked  M— — —  y  may  appear;  however  ne- 
ceflary  it  may  be  to  excite  the  indignation  of  the 
people,  even  to  confiime  them  in  vindidlive 
wrath  :  Yet  it  ill  becomes  you.  Sir,  to  ftand 
forth  as  an  advocate  of  a  nation,  whole  greateft 
injuries  are  chiefly  chargeable  on  you.  How 
can  you  thus  infult  the  underftanding  of  a  fen- 
fible  people,  by  impudently  aflTerting  their  rights, 
which  you  have  fo  lavifhly  thrown  away,  and 
which  you  never  mean  to  fecure  ?  How  canj>’i?« 
pretend  to  any  tendernefs  for  the  people,  whom 
you,  not  five  years  fince,  like  a  haughty  tyrant, 
ruled  with  a  rod  of  iron  ?  How  can  you  plead 
the  laws  of  Parliament  in  favour  of  Mr  Wilkes^ 
after  you  have  proftituted  all  law  and  juftice  to 
gratify  the  E — 1  of  B —  in  his  perfectition  ? 

I  deteft  the  prefent  M - y  becaufe  they  tread 

in  your  fteps,  they  are  influenced  by  the  fame 
venal  motives,  to  compleat  your  plan  of  defpo- 
tifm.  I  wifli  fucccls  to  the  oppofition,  becaufe 
I  have  rcafon  to  believe  many  of  them  have  real 
virtue,  and  defpife  you.  But  I  mud  confefs  their 
reputation  is  tarnifiied  by.  your  alliance. 
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Your  two  brothers  might  have  fecured  a  con- 
fiderable  fhare  of  popular  confidence  without 
you ;  but  they  muft  have  .great  addrefs  indeed 
to  hide  in  oblivion  your  blunders  and  venality ; 

and  to  do  this  they  muft  deprive  us  of  our  feel¬ 
ings. 

That  part  of  your  fpeech  which  'relates  to  the 
expulfion  of  Mr  Wilkes,  I  leave,  as  fully  anfwered 
by  one  of  his  friends,  which  Ipirited  anfwer  I 
earneftly  recommend  to  the  public.  As  I  have 
undertaken  the  defence  of  America,  I  am  under 
a  neceffity  of  making. fome  obfervations. bn  thofe 
fentences,  which  fo  nearly  concern  our  fellow- 
fubjefts  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

.  You  draw  one  argument  from  the  frefent  dif- 
chedience  vf  our  Colonies.  What  difobedience,  Sir, 
when  or  where  manifefted  ?  Can  you  be  fo  un- 
juft  as  to  call  difeontent  with  X.\\^  principles  of  an 
Aft,  difobedience  to  its  operation  ?  Yet  what  elfe 
can  you  truly  charge  againft  America  F  The  Re¬ 
venue- Afts  with  their  whole  pernicious  fyftem, 
have  been  carried  into  full  and  fatal  execution 
from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other. 
I  defy  you.  Sir,  to  fhew  a  fmgle  inftance  of  in- 
fraftion  in  thofe  laws,  more  than  what  daily  hap¬ 
pens,  and  muft  happen,  in  every  country  where 
there  are  laws  to  be  infringed.  The  great  in¬ 
cendiary  between  this  country  and  Ameriea,-  has 
not  gone  farther  than  aflerting  a  difpofition  to 
difobedience  in  the  town  of  Bejion  \  which,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  the  enemies  of  America  confider  as  moft 
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difpofed  to  oppofition  ;  and  fliall  a  local  charge 
from  one  avowedly  inflamed  with  the  moft 
violent  animofity,  be  adopted,  by  you  againft 

whole  country^  not  only  adopted,  but  agreed 
upon  as  unqueftionable  facl  ? 

Remember,  Sir,  what  you  yourfelf  have  told 
us,  ‘‘  that  we  are  to  found  our  judgment  upon 
“  fpetific  fafts  alledged  and  proved.”  Where, 
Sir,  are  the  fpecific  fafts  alledged  and  proved, 
of  difobedience  in  our  Colonies  ?  Is  this  juft  and 
facred  mode  of  judging  to  be  obferved  in  the 
cafe  of  an  individual  ;  and  violated  in  that  of  a 
whole  people  ?  Are  the  equal  and  eternal  prin¬ 
ciples  of  natural  equity,  of  truth,  ofjuftice,  to 
which  you  appeal,  to  be  abfolutely  abandoned, 
whenever  America  comes  in  queftion  }  Is  this 
the  confijlency  on  which  you  are  to  v-chic  your- 
felf  ?  Are  you  aftuated  againft  that  injured, 
mifreprefented,  and  infulted  people,  by  that  pre¬ 
judice  which  you  call  a  weaknefs^  or  that  indig¬ 
nation  which  you  term  a  wicked  pajjion? 

Whatever  falls  from  fuch  a  man,  in  fuch  a 
place,  and  in  fuch  a  queftion,  falls  with  weight ; 
and  if  unjuft,  may  be  greatly  injurious.  How¬ 
ever  circumferibed  in  words,  in  its  operation  it 
may  be  dilated  into  a  pernicious  magnitude. 
Thus  it  will  go  through  this  nation,  with  all 
the  authority  of  your  fpeech,  that  our  Colonies 
are  in  a  Jlate  of  difobedience  5  than  which,  for  I 
muft  fpeak  plainly  to  you.  Sir,  nothing  can  be 
more  untrue  in  faft,  nothing  more  fallacious  in 
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arffiiment.  Our  Colonics  are  not  difohcdient 


but  dif contented-,  this  difcinaion  is  in  policy  of 
infinite  moment.  Did  they  refufe  to  pay  the 
duty  on  confumption,  it  would  be  clifobedience  ; 
but  their  not  confuming  our  manufadlures,  is 
Gilcontcnt  ;  force  might  punifn,  and  perhaps, 
however  ineligibly,  corred  tlieir  difobedience  *, 
but  againlt  the  efiecls  ot  their  dilcontent,  it 
cannot  operate.  You  may  compel  them  to  pay 
the  tax  on  the  articles  confuiTiCd,  but  how  will 
you  force  them  to  the  confum.ption  ?  This  is  a 
field  of  conteft,  in  which  they  are  as  ftrong  as 
you  arc  weak  ^  the  more  force*  vou  uie  the  more 
fatal  will  be  the  recoil  upon  vourfelves.  The 
difufe  of  your  manufaftures,  while  it  impo- 
verifiies  you,  Vv'ill  enrich  them.  The  more  you 
urge  this  Iiated  opprefiion,-  rlie  more  univerfal 
and  unalterable  will  you  render  their  averfioa  to 
Britain^  and  to  Irer  manufadures. 

Such  being  the  evident  flatc  of  this  matter, 
let  lue  ailc  you.  Sir,  whether  your  American  fyf- 
tcm.  be  not  a  ;/ra  and  dangerous  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing  ?  or  w’hat  good  purpofc  it  can  anfwer,  to  be 
eternally  reiterating  thefe  common  place  and 
groundlefs  invedives  againfl:  our  Colonies?  Wlie- 
iher,  to  uTe  your  own  words,  under  our  pre- 
fent  circumfiances  it  does  not  behove  us  to  be 
doubly  cautious,  not  to  exceed  the  ftrideft 
bound  of  law  and  the  conftitutlon  ?*’  Is  it 
not  more  adviieable,  if  the  cafe  can  admit  of 
a  doubt  (and  that  the  American  cafe  docs  fo 

‘‘  you 


you  cannot  furely  deny)  to  conciliate  the 
heated  minds  of  men  by  temper  and  difere- 
tion,  than  to  inflame  them  by  adding  frcfli 
‘‘  fuel  to  difeontent  ?  Our  fituation,  I  am  fure, 
“  demands  the  firm  lupport  of  an  united  peo- 
“  pie,  and  an  afi:e6lionate  reliance  on  tlie  wil- 
dom  of  thofe  vvlio  govern  them.  Till  that 
‘‘  can  be  reflored,  we  may  look  arouiid  for  cr- 
der  and  for  obedience  in  vain,” 

By  what  fatality  is  it,  Sir,  that  you  cannot 
perceive  thofe  arguments  operating  with  equal 
torce  againfl:  yowx  American  policy,  as  againll  the 
prefent  minilterial  fyfiem  in  this  country  }  With 
what  face  can  yon  afleft  to  feel  them  in  the  one 
cafe,  and  not  in  the  other  Tor  in  the  American 
A(S:s  have  you  not  at  all  exceeded  the  flridell 
bounds  of  the  conftitution  Is  it  not  wife  po¬ 
licy  to  conciliate  the  affedions  of  the  Colonifts, 
and  high  imprudence  to  inflame  their  refent- 
ments  ?  Is  not  their  cordial  attachment  to  us, 
and  their  reliance  on  our  wifdom  and  jultice, 
dcfirable  and  necelTary.^  And  without  thefc  fliall 
v,c  look  for  order  and  obedience,  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  with  m.orc  propriety  than  in  this  ? 

\  am,  I  am  atraid,  will  be  an  appeal  to  you, 
on  the  principles  of  prudence,  wifdom,  and  juf- 
tice  •,  not  one  ray  of  thefc  having  appeared  ia 
your  whole  fyilem  for  America.  You  liave 
deemed  it  unworthy  the  charader  of  a  great  and 
wile  man,  to  forego  an  opinion  once  adopted. 

s  2  On 
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On  the  aflairs  ot  America  you  are  therefore 
perpetually  to  harangue,  inflcad  of  reafoning, 
to  affert  inllead  of  proving,  to  inveigh  indead 
of  advifing.  W  hile  you  endeavoured  to  exaf- 
perate  others,  you  have  fired  yourfelf.  You 
therefore  look  towards  America  through  an  in¬ 
flamed  rnediuii'),  in  which  every  fentiment  and 
action  of  that  pcoj)le,  turn  their  complexion, 
and  appear  moll  mondrous ;  big  with  difaffec- 
tion,  diiobedience,  fedition  and  treafon.  But 
give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  you  are  deceived 
y  fliStions  of  your  own  creation.  In  oppofincr 
the  univerfal  fenfe  and  rights  of  the  Americans^ 
you  are  combating  infiiperable  obftacles.  The 
caufe  of  America  Hands  on  the  unalterable  rights 
of  men,  a  due  fenfe  of  which  v/ill  animate  the 
laft  drop  of  their  blood  to  ftriiggle  againfi:  in- 
juftice  and  oppreffion.  So  animated,  the  bitter- 
nels  of  your  malice  will  be  poured  out  againft 
them  in  vain  •,  the  heat  of  your  wrath  will  be 
kindled  without  effea.  It  may  indeed  produce 
a  convLiliion  which  no  good  man  v/oiild  wifh, 
but  which,  unhappily  for  mankind,  bad  men 
have  it  too  often  in  their  power  to  excite.  Yet 
.  America  will  rile  fuperior  to  their  Cuoxts.—Merfes 
frofundo,  pulchrior  everat. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 
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February  lo,  1770. 

IN  a  very  auguft  Afleinbly,  on  a  late  folemii 
occafion,  you  was  pleafed  to  alfert,  that 

“  Colonel  L -  would  have  had  the  majo- 

rity  of  votes  at  the  Election  for  Middlefex^  had 
not  the  virtuous  and  honed  Freeholders  been 
‘‘  awed  and  intimidated  from  attending,  by  the 
fear  of  their  lives.”  My  L->d,  you  furely 
did  not  expedl,  that  an  alTertion  fo  injurious  and 
nnjuft,  would  pafs  unnoticed  or  nnrefuted.  But 
you  would  hazard  any  future  infamy  of  detec¬ 
tion,  for  the  prefent  advantage  of  deceiving. 
It  almoft  gives  me  pain,  indeed,  to  treat  you 
as  you  merit;  becaufe  it  mud  increafe  that  load 
of  jud  cenfure,  which  has  already  borne  you  down 
to  almod  the  lowed  degree  of  humiliation  and 
contempt. 

But  let  us  bring  this  affertion  to  the  ted  of 
fadl^  againd  which  you  have  been  wredling  thro’ 
the  whole  courfc  of  a  miferable  adminidration, 
and  examine  what  reafon  there  was  for  apprc- 
henfion  of  violence  from  the  friends  of  Mr 
mikes. 

Among  the  bafe  and  innumerable  falflioods 
which  the  hireling  maligners  of  other  mens  re¬ 
putations,  and  blanchers  of  your’s,  have  framed, 
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they  have  not  charged  the  death  of  any  one  per- 
fon,  to  the  moil  outrageous  mob  that  your  def- 
potic  condud:  ever  railed.  Even  when  a  fct  of 
mercenary  merchants  carried  the  honour  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  this  great  city  to  public  proflitution,  the 
refentment  of  the  populace  went  no  farther  than 
breaking  the  fliins  of  Scotchmen,  When  too, 
after  the  fcenes  of  violence  and  bloodfhed,  wh’ch 
minifterial  management  had  introduced  at  Brent¬ 
ford^  the  defpicable  Dinghy  was  appointed  to 
bear  your  arbitrary  ftandard  againfl:  the  banners 
of  free  eledlion,  what  aftual  injury  did  he  fuf- 

tain  ?  He,  it  is  true,  like  your  G - ^e,  awe'd 

by  the  terrors  of  a  guilty  confcience,  fhrunk 
from  the  trial  and  abandoned  his  pod.  But  his 
fears  were  not  to  be  interpreted  as  real  dangers ; 
and  I  iliall  be  extremely  lorry  if  your  apprehen- 
lions  prove  as  groundlefs  as  Ifis. 

Again,  when  you  brought  forth  your  aban¬ 
doned  champion,  wdiat  caufe  of  intimidation 
then  appeared,  or  what  Englijhmen  wTre  thofe 
who  could  be  deterred,  by  their  own  groundlefs 
apprehenfions,  from  exerting  this  important 
trull?  Was  you  aware  of  the  compliment  you 
paid,  in  this  ahcrtion,  to  the  fpirit  of  your 
friends  in  'Middlefex  ?  or  were  they  fatisfied, 
from  your  previous  declaration,  that  a  brave 
and  virtuous  majority  in  the  EI~ —  of  C— — > , 

would,  under  the  aulpices  of  your  G - e,  elect 

the  man  whom  they  deferred  ?  In  truth,  you 
did  not  hazard  any  ofilmce  to  your  friends  ^ 

fince 
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fince  both  they  and  their  fears  were  equally  the 
creatures  of  your  G— e’s  embellifliing  imagi¬ 
nation.  , 

It  is  the  friends  of  liberty  whom,  by  imputa¬ 
tion,  you  have  thus  fiiamefully  traduced,  to  whom 
you  intended  and  have  giv^en  the  olfence.  And 
let  me  tell  your  Grace,  that  there  is  not  a  free¬ 
holder  of  them  all,  who,  ftanding  upon  equal 
ground  w'ith  you,  would  not  retort  this  foul  af- 
perfion  in  your  teeth.  Not  even  the  pooreft  of 
thofe  freeholders,  whom  you  and  your  bafe  ad¬ 
vocates,  forgetting  every  principle  of  our  free 
conftitution,  and  the  dignity  of  EngJipnen,  have 
dared  to  call  the  bafe-horn,  plebeian  fciim  of  the 
earth,  has  deferved  this  calumny  of  being  re¬ 
puted  a  murderer,  (for  this  your  words  import,) 

or  would  bear  it  from  you. 

Your  G - e  may  think  I  treat  you  freely. 

When  you  treat  freemen  with  indignity,  you 
mud  expeft  to  be  cenfured  with  freedom.  And, 
weigh  the  matter- fairly,  where  is  the  ground  of 
your  pride  Your  tide  flows  from  the  vices  of 
an  abandoned  Prince-,  their’s,  from  the  virtue  of 
their  fathers.  What  wonder  then,  if  I  hold  them 
more  facred  in  the  virtuous  pofTclfion  of  a  gene¬ 
rous  birthright,  than  you  in  the  proflituted  ho¬ 
nours  of  a  fpurious  nobleman  ^  Remember,  my 
L — d,  tliat  tide  and  high  birth  do  not  give, 
but  infer  honour,  dignity,  and  virtue.  And 
when  you  fliew  yourfelf  deffitute  of  thefe,  Ipite 
of  your  pride,  you  mud,  in  the  edimation  of 

»  V*  I  V 


I 


[  136  ] 

every  honeft  man,  fink  below  the  level  of  the 
untitled  and  ignobly  born. 

I  have  fhewn  how  groundlefs  your  charge  is, 
of  intimidation  coming  from  thofe  who,  in  de- 
ipight  of  all  minifterial  influence,  efpoufed  the 
caule  of  liberty.  Let  us  now  lee,  whether  you 
and  your  aflbciates,  in  fad,  ftand  equally  ex- 
cufed.  Who  was  it  then,  my  gracious  L_d, 
who  let  loofe  a  ruthlefs  band  of  hired  ruffians 
on  thofe  freeholders  who  fupported  the  caufe 
of  freedom  at  the  eleftion  of  Mr  Glyn  ?  Who 
was  it,  my  good  L— d,  who,  when  thefe  mur¬ 
derers  were  fairly  tried,  convifted  and  con¬ 
demned,  advifed  his  M - y  to  extend  to 

their  atrocious  crimes  his  r - 1  mercy  ?  And 

this,  by  fetting  up  the  fltameful  opinion  of  fome 
unfworn  Court-Surgeons,  above  the  verdifts  of 
three  legal  Juries-,  and  the  awful  fentence  of  a 
Court.  Was  not  here  caufe  of  intimidation  to 
the  popular  party,  when  they  beheld  their-  fel¬ 
low  freeholders  of  the  fame  fentiment,  butchered 
by  hired  ruffians,  and  the  murderers  fcreened 
from  all  punifhment,  by  the  moft  unprecedented 
extenfion  of  mercy,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
the  land,  and  of  the  univerfal  cries  of  juftice  ? 
But  the  freeholders  of  Mddlefex,  with  the  fpirit 
of  Englijhmen,  confcious  of  the  goodnefs  of  their 
caufe,  went,  fearlefs  and  unawed  by  ail  the  ter¬ 
rors  you  held  forth,  to  fupport  their  rights,  and 
to  reiterate  their  former  choice. 


My 
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My  L — d,  you  pretend,  that  you  had  good 
information  to  warrant  your  aflertion.  From 
whom  did  your  information  come  ?  From  the 
feathered  coxcomb  who  is  your  reprefentative^  or 

from  a  quondam  maitre  d'  hotel  to  Sir  G.  O - e, 

and  an  American  Governor,  now  the  felf-im- 
portanc  advocate  for  America^  when  the  Minijiry 
will  permit  him  ?  Or  was  it  from  the  fage  Maf- 
ter  in  Chancery,  who  was,  under  your  direc¬ 
tion,  one  of  the  honourable  conftituents  of  this 
errant-knight  ?  From  fuch  fources  your  G— e 
mud  have  drawn  the  pureft  intelligence  ;  and 
truly,  my  L — d,  your  information  bears  the 
genuine  refemblance  of  its  chafte  original. 

Indeed,  my  L — d,  thefe  rcfources  will  not 
ferve  you  long.  The  enchantment  is  broken, 
that  Treafurer’s  wand,  which  fpread  a  glory  round 
you,  to  make  knaves  adulate,  and  fools  applaud. 
Your  G  —  e  muft  look  for  fome  other  enchant¬ 
ment  ;  and,  by  my  advice,  you  will  feek  it  only 
in  wifdom  and  in  virtue.  For  it  is  not  in  folly 
to  commend,  or  knavery  to  praife  in  any,  but 
in  a  Minifter,  fuch  fophiftry  as  is  at  once  con¬ 
temptible  and  wicked.  Much,  indeed,  do  I 
fear,  that  your  blood  is  too  much  corrupted  to 
admit  of  any  remedy,  but  from  that  inftrument 
which  a  feries  of  broken  faith  and  violated  rights 
drew  down,  injuftice,  on  the  neck  of  your  ill- 
fated  anceftor. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 
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.'/Defence  of  a  late  P  R  O  T  E  S  T. 


March i^jo. 


Writer,  under  the  fignature  of  Mejfala^  has 


lately  favoured  us  with  his  fentiments  on 
an  important  determination  in  a  certain  Houfe, 
which  he  modeftly  hopes  is  a  compleat  anfwer  to 
a  late  Proteft.  He  offers  his  ideas,  as  thofe  of 
an  impartial  man  ;  and  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Court 
Impartialifts,  denominates  thofe  who  differ  from 
him,  pretended  Patriots  ;  and  their  arguments 
lie  terms  the  vehement  noife  of  faclion  and  preju¬ 
dice,  To  an  impartial  man,  they  who  differ 
with  him  in  fentiment,  will  appear  to  be  mif- 
taken,  not  prejudiced  ;  and  it  is  the  ftrongeft 
mark  of  prejudice  in  ourfelves,  to  fuppofe  our 
opponents  neceffarily  under  its  influence  •,  as  in 
the  eye  of  an  intoxicated  man,  every  other  per- 
fon  feems  to  be  reelino-  and  inebriated. 

i  o 

.  Yet  I  am  far  from  thinking  Mejfala  is  under 
any  prejudice  in  this  matter,  for  prejudice  in¬ 
fers  fome  degree  of  honefty.  I  mean  only  to 
{hew  how  ill  he  fuftains  the  impartial  charader 
he  has  affumed.  Neither  will  I  imitate  him  in 
profeffing  what  I  do  not  feel ;  but  will  candidly 
declare,  that  I  am  an  advocate  for  the  rights  of 
the  people,  againfl  the  unconftitutional  views 
of  an  hypocritical  C— t,  and  the  ufurpation 
of  a  corrupt  H.  of  C. 


Having 
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'  Having  th-us  placed  Mejjala  and  inyfelf  in  a’ 
true  light,  I  proceed  to  examine  thofe  redoubted 
arguments,  which  he  has  the  vanity  to  deem  a 
complete  anfwer  to  a  Proteft,  the  moft  momen¬ 
tous  in  its  fubjeft,  and  the  graveft  in  argument, 
that  was  ever  yet  offered  to  the  confideration  of 
this  great  and  wife  people. 

‘  We  are  told,  in  the  firft  place,  that  it  is  an 
eftabliflied  maxim  of  government,  that  abfolute 
authority  muft  be  placed  in  fome  department  of 
the  State,  and  that  our  three  eftates  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  colledtively  taken,  are  vefted  with  this  ab¬ 
folute  authority.  Let  us,  for  the  fake  of  argu¬ 
ment,  allow  thefe  pofitions  to  be  undeniable, 
and  we  fliall  find  him  in  the  very  next  fentence 
fiibvert  his  own  maxim.  For  here  it  is  aflerted, 
that  each  eftate  of  Parliament  has  claimed  and 
cxercifed  an  abfolute  power.  Now  therefore  in- 
ftead  of  one  abfolute  body,  we  have  four ;  fo 
that  the  boalled  confiitution  of  England^  fo  far 
irom  being  free,  is  a  multiplied  defpotifm,  and 
the  three  eftates  of  this  realm,  in  the  place  of 
being,  what  they  were  intended,  fuch  checks  on 
one  another  as  to  prevent  tyranny  from  exifting 
any  where,  are  three  feparate,  independent,  co- 
exifting,  abfolute  bodies.  Hence  the  people  at 
large  are  the  flaves  -of  the  three  eftates  collect 
tively,  and  of  each  eftate  individually.  Our  con- 
ftitution,  therefore,  was  not  formed  to  fecure  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjeft  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  exclufion  of  defpotic  power  ^  but 
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to  eftablifh  this  many-headed  monfter  of  a  foutr 
fold  defpotifm. 

Where  was  it  Mejj'ala  found  this  b]efied  idea 
of  our  conftitution  ?  Not  in  Locke,  nor  in  Mil¬ 
ton,  nor  in  Sidney,  nor  even  in  Montefquieu  *. 
Perhaps  he  borrowed  it  from  tiiat  magniloquent 
Penfionary,  who,  immured  within  the  dirty  walls 
of  his  own  habitation,  frames  from  his  fponta- 
veity,  imaginary  modes  of  procuring  Petitions,  and 
Ipreading  Falfe  Alarms. 

But  Meffala  thinks  he  has  mended  the  matter 
by  adding,  that  the  abfolute  power  exercifed  by 
each  party,  is  in  matters  which  concern  them- 
felves.  This  is  a  pretended,  not  a  real  reftric- 
tion,  of  their  arbitrary  power  ;  becaufe  they  will 
be  the  only  judges  of  what  matters  concern 
themfelves.  He  has  aflerted  this  in  another 

place,  where  he  fays,  “  The  C _ s  fhould 

“  be  allowed  to  be  the  bell,  as  they  are  the  only 
“  judges  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  as  a 
body.”  So  that  if  ever  tliey  are  inclined  to 
exercife  defpotic  power,  they  have  only  to  deter¬ 
mine  it  a  matter  which  concerns  themfelves ;  and 
however  fubverfive  it  may  be  of  the  law  of  the 
land,  of  the  unqueftionable  principles  of  the  con¬ 
ftitution,  of  tlie  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Legillature, 

we 

*  He,  though  a  Frenchman^  has  declared  ;  that  the  EngUJh 
is  the  only  Nation  in  the  world,  which  has  made  chnl 
or  political  Liberty  the  end  of  their  conftitqtion.  See  spirit 
cf  Lawu 
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we  muft  all  fubmit  to  it  in  filence,  or  Mejfala 
will  tell  us,  it  is  a  matter  of  internal  order, 
into  which  no  man,  or  body  of  men,  have 
‘‘  a  right  to  inquire.”  This  is  the  doftrine  by 
which  Mr  L— — •  fits  in  the  H— .  Let  us 
then  only  fuppofe  it  continued^  as  it  has  begun  ; 
the  C-^t  has  a  majority,  no  matter  how  ac¬ 
quired,  that  majority  expel  their  chief  opponents, 
that  expulfion, incapacitates  *,  Court  Candidates 
are  fent  forth  to  ftand  againft  thofe  who  are  ex¬ 
pelled,  they  have  a  few  votes,  and  upon  thofe 

are  admitted  into  the -  as  legally  chofen. 

With  this  mode  of  eleftion,  how  lone  will  that 

H - be  the  reprefentative  of  the  p. _ e  ;  or 

who  could  devife  a  more  eafy  and  expeditious 
method  of  depriving  the  people  of  their  only 
fliare  in  the  Legiflature,  through  their  repre¬ 
fentative,  and  their  only  fecurity  againft  arbi¬ 
trary  and  illegal  government  ? 

From  this  fair  view  of  the  fubjefl,  it  muft 
be  manifeft  to  every  impartial  reader,  that  the 
protefting  L — ds  have,  with  perfedl  propriety, 

declared  the  proceedings  of  the  Lower  H - c 

to  be,  an  injury  to  the  Ele£tors  of  Great  Bri- 
tain^  a  moft  dangerous  ufurpation  upon  the 
rights  of  the  people,  which,  by  fapping  the 
fundamental  principles  of  this  government, 
threatens  its  total  diflblution.” 

.  MeJJala  has  incautioufly  dropt  an  obfervation, 
which  fhould  furnifli  to  the  breaft  of  every  man, 
the  ftrongeft  reafon  for  condemning  the  meafure 

winch 
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which  he  fupports.  It  is  that  defpotie  views 
^  are  inconfiftent  with  bodies  fubjedl  to  change.” 

.  It  is  certainly  fo,  and  therefore  every  friend  to 
Liberty  ought  to  willi  to  keep  the  Members  of 

the  H— e  of  C - s  fubjeft  to  change, 

by  depending  on  the  people  for  their  re-elec- 
tioii,  and  not  on  the  Crown,  or  on  a  corrupt 
— — ,  as  in  the  cafe  before  us,  bribed  to  the 
views  of  the  Crown,  Defpotifm  will  always  be 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  people,  and  in  favour 
of  the  Crown ;  therefore  thofe  who  depend  on 
diem  'will  ever  oppofe  it;  the  dependents  on 
that  will  always  efpoufe  it.  It  is  upon  this  prin¬ 
ciple  in  our  conftitution,  that  the  people  have, 
by  their  reprefentatives  freely  chofen  by  them- 
felves,  a  fliare  in  the  government.  Should  they 
iofe  this  right  of  eledion,  by  the  ufurpation  of 
any  other  body  whatever,  they  lofe  their  fhare 
in  the  Legiflature,  and  their  liberties  are  gone 
for  ever. 

But  this  writer  filences  ns  at  once,  by  a  piece 
of  logic,  as  juft  as  it  is  decifive.  Let  it  be  ille- 
gal,  or  not,”  fays  he,  it  is  done,  cannot  be 
altered,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it.  The  H — e 
cannot  refeind  their  own  judicial  refolutions.” 
This  is  his  reafon.  When  we  are  to  inquire 
into  the  legality  of  this  refolution,  we  are  told, 
it  is  a  matter  of  internal  order,  with  which  no 
one  elfe  is  concerned.  But  when  it  is  to  be  re- 
fcinded,  it  is  then  a  judicial  refolution,  which, 
as  it  concerns  others,  the  H— — e  itfelf  muft 


not 
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not  revife.  So  puzzled  in  the  extreme  are  thefe 
unhappy  men,  that  they  are  obliged  to  give  this 
queftion  all  the  lliapes  of  Proteus  •,  hoping,  that 
in  fome  of  them,  it  will  flip  from  the  judgment 
of  mankind,  and  elude  the  learch  of  reafon,  and 
of  truth. 

It  is  really  ridiculous  to  fee,  to  what  miferable 
flfifts  the  advocates  for  this  meafure  arc  driven. 
Firft,  they  fupported  it  with  the  greateft  confi¬ 
dence  on  precedent  *,  but  enquiry  having  proved, 
that  there  is  not  one  precedent  for  it,  and  fome 

the  reverfe  *,  Mejfala  now  tells  us,  the  H> - e 

may  make  a  precedent.  And  what  is  his  rea¬ 
fon  why,  becaufe  wife  judges,  with  a  more 

limited  authority  than  the  H - -e  of  C - s, 

may  decide  according  to  confcience,  where  nei¬ 
ther  precedents  or  ftatutes  apply.  Admitting 
this,  is  it  any  reafon  for  their  deciding  contrary 
to  precedent  and  law  ?  Does  he  know  any  Court 
that  has  this  power  ?  But  this  is  the  point  in 

queftion  •,  for  it  is  afierted  that  the - of - 

have  decided  contrary  to  law ;  therefore  the  dif> 
cretionary  powers  veiled  in  Courts,  to  fupply 
the  defedls  of  law,  are  foreign  to  the  queftion. 

‘‘  In  a  judicial  capacity,”  continues  this  writer, 

a  Court  may  commit  an  erro7\  but  cannot  be 
“  guilty  of  an  illegality^  There  never  was  a 
pofuion  more  abfurd  or  more  untrue.  Are  not 
the  Judges  fworn  to  determine  according  to  law  ? 
Does  not  this  prove  that  they  are  capable  of  de¬ 
ciding  contrary  to  law  j  and.  what  is  a  decifion 

contrarv 
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contrary  to  law,  but  an  illegality  ?  Were  not  the 
Courts  which  tried  and  fentenced  Lord  Rujfel, 
and  Colonel  competent  and  judicial ;  yet 
were  not  their  proceedings  illegal,  and  inoft  fo- 
lemnly  pronounced  to  be  fo  at  the  Revolution  ? 
So  that  nothing  is  more  manifefl;  than  the  re- 
verfe  of  that  propofition ;  and  that  a  Court,  in 
a  judicial  capacity,  may  and  has  been  guilty  of 
an  illegality. 

«  In  vain,”  fays  Mejfala,  “  has  the  decifion 
“  on  the  Middlefex  Eledion  been  called  illegal, 
“  as  the  H'  ■  ■■  e  has  the  foie  right  to  inquire 
“  into  matters  of  eleftion.”  Never  furely  was 
there  fuch  a  reafon  given  for  any  aflertion.  The 
H— e  cannot  decide  illegally,  becaufe  they 
only  are  to  decide.  How  are  they  to  decide  ? 
According  to  law,  are  they  not  ?  Suppofing  then 
the  law  to  be  known,  as  that  a  Nonjuror,  fuch 
as  the  author  of  the  Falfe  Alarm,  {ball  not  fit  in 

the  H. - e,  and  yet  they  admit  him  ;  fiiall  we 

lay  this  decifion  is  legal,  becaufe  they  only  have 
a  right  to  inquire  into  matters  of  eledlion  ?  Can 
any  thing  be  more  abfurd  ?  Neither  is  it  true, 
that  in  matters  of  eleftion,  the  H — —  e  has  the 
foie  right  of  inquiry.  I  can  produce  fuch  au¬ 
thorities  to  the  contrary,  as  will,  I  am  fure,  con¬ 
vince  every  impartial  reader  however  little  they 
may  affeft  Mejfala  and  his  friends.  The  cafe  of 
Afiby  and  White  is  a  fignal  inftance  of  this  right 
being  called  in  queftion,  and  proved  molt  un- 
controvertibly,  by  the  gteateft  conftitutional 

lawyers. 
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lawyers,  and  firmeft  friends  to  the  Revolution, 


with  which  this  country  was  ever  bleffed,  to  be 


unconftitutional,  and  a  dangerous  ufurpation  on 
the  rights  of  the  people.  My  Lord  Somers^  it 
is  well  known,  flood  at  the  head  of  the  Lords 
when  they  queftioned  this  illegal  proceeding  of 
the  Commons ;  in  confequence  of  which,  that 
Parliament  was  in  the  end  diffolved. 

A  fimilar  and  decifive  inftance  is  of  later 
date  :  In  1745,  judgment  was  given  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  in  favour  of  Sir  W,  V/,  IVyrme^ 
againft  Middleton^  Sheriff  of  Denbighjhire^  for  a 
falfe  return.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  ad¬ 
judged  the  return  legal.  A  writ  of  error  was 
brought  upon  this  decifion  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons,  for  reverfing  the  judgment  of  the 
# 

Court.  It  was  argued,  fays  the  reporter,  Ser¬ 
jeant  Wilfon^  three  'times,  in  the  mod  folemn 
manner,  when  the  judgment  was  affirmed.  My 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  JVills^  in  his  argument  on 
the  writ  of  error,  has  thcfe  mod  remarkable 
words ;  ‘‘  We  are  not  bound  by  law,  to  take 
“  notice,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  particular 
refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  who  of 
themfelves  cannot  make  a  law.  I  declare  for 
myfelf,  that  I  never  will  be  bound  by  any  de- 
termination  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  againd 
bringing  an  action  at  common  law,  for  a  falfe, 
or  a  double  return,  and  the  party  injured  may 
proceed  in  Wellminilier-HalL  notwithdandinp- 
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are  not  upon  oath,  nor  can  they  adminiftcr 
an  oath  to  witncfTes  ;  and  it  would  be  very 
extraordinary  to  lay,  that  we  who  are  Judges 
‘‘  upon  oath,  Ihould  be  bound  by  the  determi- 
nation  of  perfons  not  upon  oath.  In  trying 
fuch  adlions  for  a  falfe  return,  I  would  pay 
a  great  regard  tb  the  determination  of  the 
Houle ;  but  I  would  go  on.” 

Thefe  inftances,  though  there  are  many  more, 
fufiiciently  difprove  the  afiertion  of  Mejfda^  that 

the  H - e  of  C.  has  the  foie  right  to  inquire 

into  matters  of  eledlion. 

I  muft  now  take  the  liberty  of  jnftrudling  this 
writer  a  little,  in  a  point  of  hifliory.  Our  fa- 
thers,”  fays  he,  expelled  a  whole  race  of 
Kings,  for  interfering  with  the  Commons.” 
When  he  reads  that  tranfadlion  with  proper  ac¬ 
curacy,  he  will  find  the  fadl  to  be,  that  our  fa¬ 
thers  e>:pelled  a  whole  race  of  Kings,  for  at¬ 
tempting  to  fubvert  the  free  conftitution  of  this 
kingdom,  and  to  bring  the  people  under  an  ab- 
lolute  government ;  and  I  fincerely  hope  their 
fons  will  expel  any  race  of  — that  Ifiall  pre- 
I'ume  to  make  a  fimilar  attempt.  The  Houle 
of  Commons  being  true  to  the  truft  repofed  in 
them,  were,  as  they  ought  to  be,  the  re- 
ipeclable  head  of  the  people  in  this  moft  laud¬ 
able  proceeding.  But  let  not  Mejfala  and  his 
friends  deceive  themfelves,  by  imagining,  that 
though  one  part  of  this  community  fhould  be¬ 
tray  their  trull,  and  flab  the  caufe  of  liberty  and 

of 
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of  the'  conftitntion,  the  nation  at  large  will  there¬ 
fore  abandon  it.  There  is  a  vital  and  invincible 
fpirit  ot  liberty  in  every  part  of  this  empire, 
which  will  be  fatal  to  thofe  who  attempt  to  vio¬ 
late  their  confbtutional  rights.  The  people  v^ell 
know,  that  defpotifm,  however  introduced,  is 
equally  deteftable  ;  that  there  are  many  ways  of 
obtaining  the  fame  end  ;  and  though  the  method 
ihould  at  any  time  be  different  from  that  of  the 
tyrannical  Stuarts^  they  will  not  therefore  he- 
fitate  to  oppofe  it.  They  are  as  little  inclined 
to  admit  fix  hundred  tyrants,  as  our  fuhers  were 
to  buffer  one.  They  have  read  of  the  Decemviri 
of  Rome^  the  Two  Hundred  at  Athens^  and  the 
Senate  oi  Venice  \  and  they  think  the  flavery  of 
the  people  was  more  miferable  under  them,  than 
in  general  under  any  individual  tyrants.  So  in- 
form.ed,  and  lb  determined,  it  may  well  be 
hoped,  that  if  ever  an  attempt  fliould  be  made 
to  enflave  this  nation,  through  its  reprelenta- 
tives,  the  attempt  will  recoil  with  vengeance 
upon  the  heads  of  thofe  who  make  it. 

We  come  nov/  to  the  laft  argument,  in  lup- 

port  of  this  decifion  on  the  Middlefcx  E - . 

d'his,  it  is  faid,  being  the  judicial  decinon  of  a 
Court,  cannot  be  reverfed  without  a  breach  of 
public  faith.  A  little  before,  this  proceeding 
was  pronounced  to  be  a  matter  of  internal  order, 
merely  concerning  themlelves,  and  therclore 
with  which  the  public  had  no  right  to  interterc. 
It  was  a  point  of  principle,  in  which  the  H — e 
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only  was  to  judge.  But  now  it  is  a  matter  cf 
fuch  public  concern,  that  the .  H** — e  itfelf 
cannot  meddle  with  it,  v/ithout  injuftice  to  the 
public.  Having  thus  intrenched  the  public 
v/ith  abfurdities,  the  writer  flattered  himfelf, 
that  he  had  effedlually  lliut  it  up  from  an  in¬ 
quiry,  But  he  is  deceived,  and  (hall  neither 
perplex  ns  with  his  inconfiftencies,  nor  delude 
us  with  his  falfe  and  fraudful  notions  of  ho¬ 
nour. 

When  is  the  dignity  and  honour  of  a  Court 
difgraced  ?  Then,  when  that  Court  decides  in 
violation  of  public  right  and  public  juftice ; 
not  when  it  reverfes  that  decifion :  then,  when 
influenced  by  the  moft  corrupt  motives,  they 
betray  the  truft  repofed  in  them  ;  not  when  they 
redrefs  the  injury  arifing  from  that  violated  faith. 

Even  admitting  it  to  be  an  error  only,  if  that 
error  is  big  with  confequences  moft  fatal  to 
that  facred  conftitution  which  we  are  bound  to 
preferve  at  every  hazard  ;  lhall  we  fit  manacled 
by  common  forms,  and  fee  the  ruin  fpread  with^ 
put  interpofing  to  avert  deftruftion  ?  When  a 
houfe  is  in  flames,  do  we  hefitate  to  fave  the  reft 
by  pulling  down  thofe  that  are  adjoining,  be- 
caufe,  in  the  common  courfe  of  things,  it  would 
be  injurious  and  unjuft  ?  And  {hall -we  interpofc 
with  lefs  zeal  to  fave  the  conftitution  from  ruin, 
than  to  preferve  a  ftreet  from  fire  ? 

We  are  to  confider  then  the  nature  of  this  de¬ 
cifion,  its  tendency,  and  the  confequences  it  is 

likely 
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likely  to  produce.  If  thefe  are  evidently  great 
and  ruinous,  he  who  advifes  us  to  fuffer  them 
rather  than  difpenfe  with  ordinary  forms,  is 
aftuated  by  the  ignorance  of  a  fool,  or  the  art 
of  a  villain. 

The  faft  is,  that  this  dccifion  concerns  every 
freeholder  of  Britain  as  much  as  the  H — --e 
of  C— —  s.  Yet  Mejfala  aflerts,  that  it  turns 
upon  a  point  of  privilege.  He  has  made  it  turn 
on  every  point  of  the  political  compafs,  and  it 
will  reft  on  none ;  for  it  is  forced  and  fraudu¬ 
lent.  But  if  the  doftrine  involved  in  all  this 

be,  that  the  privileges  of  the  H- - e  muft  be 

founded  and  maintained  in  the  fubvcrfion  of  the 
rights  of  the  freeholder ;  it  is  a  docftrine  which 
every  freeholder  in  the  kingdom  ought,  in  his 
own  perfon,  to  refift.  I  maintain  it,  that  every 
freeholder  is  bound  to  refift  every  fuch  attempt 
in  his  own  perfon,  and  to  the  laft  drop  of  his 
blood. 

As  long  as  their  decifions  operate  within  their 
own  walls,  there  let  them  reft ;  but  when  they 
go  forth  among  the  people,  trample  upon  their 
rights,  and  tear  up  property  by  its  roots,  the 
franchife  ot  freehold,  luch  decifions  muft  be  re- 
fcinded,  or  our  conftitution  and  all  its  boafted 
liberties  muft  perifh. 

From  comparing  fentiments  and  ftyle,  it  fcems 
to  me,  that  the  author  of  this  Piece  and  of  the 
American  Controverfy,  is  the  fame  perfon.  He 
is  endeavouring,  for  I  cannot  think  any  other 

perfon 
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perfon  would  take  the  trouble,  to  fpread  his  per¬ 
nicious  fophiltry  againft  America^  by  publifhing 
his  unread  pamphlet,  in  excrafts,  under  certain 
fignatures  in  the  daily  papers.  Having  endea¬ 
voured  to  lupport  the  right  of  the  H - e  of 

C - s  to  an  abfolute  and  unconftitutional 

power  over  the  people  of  America^  it  was  per- 
feftly  confident  to  vefi:  them  with  the  fame  au¬ 
thority  over  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  Ufur- 
pation  knows  no  bounds,  and  the  fpirit  of  def- 
potifm  is  for  ever  unfatisfied.  When  the  re- 
prefentative  freedom  of  the  Colonies  was  firft 
iifurped  by  a  certain  Body  here,  wife  men  fore- 
faw,  that  the  fame  ufurpation  would  be  at¬ 
tempted  in  Great  Britain.  The  event  has  juf- 
tified  the  apprehenfion.  Every  honeft  man  is 
convinced,  that  the  caufe  of  America  is  the  com¬ 
mon  caufe  of  the  realm  ;  that  both  countries 
have  the  fame  complaint,  the  fame  foes,  and 
therefore  claim  the  fame  friends. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  mufl:  appear  to  every  can¬ 
did  mind,  that  the  arguments  of  Mejfala  are  con- 
tradiftory,  deceiving,  and  dangerous.  That  the 
queftion  is  not  about  the  privileges  of  the  H — e 

ofC - s,  but  the  rights,  the  facred  rights  of 

the  freeholders  of  Great  Britain.  ITat  thefe 
rights  have  been  violated  by  a  late  celebrated 
decifion  ;  which  is,  therefore,  unjufb.  That  an 
illegal  decifion  ought  in  jnftice  to  be  refcinded  ; 
and  this  the  more  immediately,  the  more  dan¬ 
gerous  it  may  be.  That  the  voting  Mr  — d 

into 
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into  the  H - e,  contrary  to  a  majority  of  legal 

votes  upon  the  poll,  is  affuming  a  power  which 
the  conlfitution  never  gave,  and  which  cannot 
be  exerciled  but  to  its  mortal  injury.  For,  as 
the  Proteft  moft  wifely  obferves,  ‘‘  If  ever  this 
pretended  power  fliould  come  to  be  exercifed 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  principle,  that  Floufe 
will  be  no  longer  the  reprefentative  of  the 
people,  but  a  leparate  body,  altogether  inde- 
pendent  of  them,  felf-exiding  and  felf-eleded.” 

To  this  fatal  iffue  does  this  d - ~n  dire£ily  lead, 

than  which  a  greater  calamity  can  never  befal 
us,  except  one,  and  that  is,  a  tu'fue  fubmijpton  to 
its  exercife.  For  we  fliall  then  miferably  find, 
inftead  of  one  tyrant^  which  our  fathers  oppofed 
in  the  Ploufe  of  Stuart,  fix  hundred  in  the  IT. 
of  FI. - r. 


JUNIUS  AMERICANUS. 
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